DUCHESS of KINGSTON, 
77 . ere rel, nt 52 77 - 1 eos . eee bee, 


. * , * 
* Hull 722 „use ne, * 


2 "FFI a9, „ M DO * „ 5 5. & eee, ons MR 3 #4 ” A 4 


* 


* — 
— x vo w—— ee — 
. * 
5 * * 
4 1 


Ent. a 
+ 


DUCHESS of KINGSTON, 
77 . ere rel, nt 52 77 - 1 eos . eee bee, 


. * , * 
* Hull 722 „use ne, * 


2 "FFI a9, „ M DO * „ 5 5. & eee, ons MR 3 #4 ” A 4 


* 


* — 
— x vo w—— ee — 
. * 
5 * * 
4 1 


Ent. a 
+ 


AN 
AUTHENTIC DETAIL 


O F 


FARTICULARLS 


RELATIVE TO THE LATE 


DUCHESS ore KINGSTON, 


A NEW EDITION. 


LONDON: 


Printed for G. KEARSLEY, at Jonxsox's Head, 
No. 46, FLEET STREET. 


MDCCLXXXVIII, 


Price Three Shillings and Six Pence, 
ENTERED AT STATIONER's HALL, 


S —— — — 


Prefatory Obſervations. 


Tres demiſe of the DUCHESS 
OF KINGSTON being authenti- 
cated in England, the public prints 
contained various anecdotes reſpect- 
ing that lady, which were either 
wholly conjectural, or partially un- 

true. Obſerving this, the Author | 
of the following DETAIL tranſ- 
mitted to the preſs ſome particulars, 
which he knew to be facts; intend- 
ing them only as contributing, for 
a time, to diurnal amuſement. He 
was ſolicited, however, to collect, 
and print them, in a different 


form; with a continuation, and 
| ſuch 


* 
ſuch anecdotes as he could furniſh 
from authenticity, The publica- 
tion, in this ſhape, is now ſub- 
mitted to the world The time ne- 
ceſſary to obtain, and bring from 
Paris, an atteſted copy of the 


WILL of the Ducheſs, is humbly 


offered as 'an- apology ; and its be- 
ing ſo truly an original, will, it is 
hoped, abundantly atone for the 


procraſtination. 


— 


We rapid ſale of the firſt impreſſion, is a Arong 

. preſumptive proof, that the fads which are here 
ſubmitted to the Public, have afforded no inconſi- 

derable ſhare of entertainment. | —f. 


M E- 


A S the deaths of thoſe who have eminently 
figured on the ſtage of Being, always occafion 
poſthumous animadverfion, the demiſe of ſo 
extraordinary a character as the late DuchESss 
of KinosTow will, there is not a doubt, give- 
riſe to a variety of details reſpeQing her life 
and conduct. This is an age when the prying 
eye of curioſity penetrates the privacy of every 
diſtinguiſhed perſon ; neither the living nor the 
dead eſcape, The moſt trivial purſuits of the 
one, and the former table-talk of the other, are 
expoſed and narrated, with all the pomp of 
importance, by ſome officious hand, engaged 
to furniſh anecdote for the world. The author 
of the ſubſequent account profeſſeth a departure 

B from 


* 
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from the cuſtomary mode of detailing puerilities 
of thought, expreſſion, or habit. Such pueri- 
lities are hut too prevalent, even where intel- 
lectual greatneſs moſt abounds; and it ſurely 
is becoming the office of candour to veil, ra- 
ther than exemplify, the weakneſſes of our 


nature, 


ELIZ AB TH CHUDLEIGH was well deſcended, 
from an ancient family, ſituated in Devonſhire. 
One of her male anceſtors had a naval com- 
mand in” the reign of Queen Elizabeth, and 
gallantly acquitted himſelf in the memorable 
defeat of the Spaniſh Armada, She was born 
in the year 1720, and her father was a Colonel 
in the artny, and had a poſt in Chelſea college; 
but, dying when ſhe was at an carly age, his 
relict had the care of a daughter devolved on 
her, with little more than the uſual penſion al- 
lotted the widow of an officer, for their mutual 
ſubſiſtence. Thus narrowed in fortune, Mrs. 
Chudleigh prudently availed herſelf of the beſt 
ſubſtitute for money—good conneCtions. T heſe 
the rank, ſituation, and habits of her huſband, 
had placed within her power, She hired an 
| houſe fit, at that leſs refined period of time, for 
a faſhionable town reſidence; and ſhe accom- 
modated an inmate, for the purpoſe of adding 


to the ſcantineſs of her income. Her daughter 
ELIZ A- 


C83 


EL1zABRTH was ſoon diſtinguiſhed for a bril- 
liancy of repartee, and for other qualities highly 
recommendatory, becauſe extremely pleafing. 
An opportunity for the diſplay of them, to 
every advantage the poſſeſſor could reaſonably 
defire, offered at a moment when fortune was 
benignantly diſpoſed. The father of our pre- 
ſent Sovereign had his court at Leiceſter Houſe, 
Mr. PuLTENEY, who then blazed as a meteor 
in the hemiſphere of oppoſition, was honoured 
with the particular regard of the Prince of 
Wales. Miſs CaxvpLeicn was introduced to 
Mr. PuzTENnEyY; and he obtained her, at the 
age of about eighteen, the appointment of a 
Maid of Honour to the Princeſs of Wales. Mr. 
Pulteney did more than thus place her in an 
elevated ſtation ; he endeavoured to cultivate 
her underſtanding. To him Miſs Cnuprzien 
read; and with him, when ſeparated by diſ- 
tance, ſhe literally correſponded. Some im- 
provement ſhe obtained by this advantage, but 
the extreme vivacity of her nature prevented 
any conſiderable acquirements. Her maxim, 
on every ſubject, was, according to her own 
expreſſion, to be ſhort, clear, and ſurprifing.” 
A voluminous author was, conſequently, her 
averſion ; and a prolix ſtory, however intereſt- 
ing, diſguſted her, merely from the circum- 
ſtance of prolixity. With ſuch a pupil, Mr. 

2 oh  PuLTz- 
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PUuLTENEY could laugh, and, in deſpair af 
his literary inſtruction making any deep im- 
preſſion on the mind of his adopted fair one, he 
changed the ſcene, and endeavoured to initiate 
her in the ſcience of ceconomy, inſtead qf 
books. The value of a penny he had ſtudied 
to a nicety; one of his practical theorems was, 
that a man with the price of a pot of porter in 
his pocket, ſhould purchaſe only a pint, how- 


ever extreme his thirſt. This was the GREAT 


WiLL1am PULTENEY, who, like other patriots, 


without principle, degenerated into a Peer, 


without honour, and died without the veſtige 
of regard for his memory being found in any 
breaſt that exiſted at the time of his depar- 


* 


The ſtation to which Miſs CHupPRHIgA was 


advanced, combined with many perſonal attrac- 


tions, produced a number of admirers; ſome 
of actual, qthers of expectant titles. Among 
the former, was his Grace the Duke of Ha- 
milton, whom Miſs Gunning had afterwards 
the good | fortune to obtain for a conſort. The 
Duke was paſſionately fond of Miſs ChubrzIon, 
and the ardour with which he proſſed his ſuit, 
attained the end he then wiſhed to accompliſh, 


| which was, a ſolemn engagement on the part of 
Miſs CHUDLEIGH, that on his return from 


making 


FE 


making a tour, for which he was preparing, 
ſhe would become his wife. There were rear 
ſons why this event ſhould not immediately 
take place ; that the engagement would be ful- 
filled at the ſpecified time, both parties con- 
fidered as a mora] certainty. A mutual pledge 
was given and accepted ; the Duke commenced 
his propoſed tour, and the partipg condition 
was, that he ſhquld write by eyery opportunity, 
Miſs Cnvorziok, of courſe, was reciprocally 
bounden to anſwer his Grace's Ovidian epiſtles. 
Thus the arrangement of fortune ſeemed to 
have united a pair, who poſſibly might have 
experienced much happineſs in the union ; for 
between the Nuke of Hamilton and Miſs Chud- 
leigh, there was a ſimilarity of diſpoſition. 
They were not, however, to be joined. Diſ- 
truſt was to take place of unbounded confidence; 
and they were mutually to be diſſatisfied with 
ezch other, without either being culpable. 
. Miſs Chudleigh had an aunt whoſe name was 
Hanmer ; at her houſe Captain Hervey, the 
late Earl of Briſtol, vifited, To this gentle- 
man Mrs. Hanmer became ſq exceedingly par- 
tial, that ſhe favoured his views on her niece, 
and engaged her efforts to effect, if poſſible, a 
matrimonial connection. There were two dif- 
ficulties which would have been inſurmountable, 
if not oppoſed by the fertile genius of a female. 

©. | Miſs 
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Miſs Chudleigh diſliked Captain Hervey, and 
ſhe was betrothed to the Duke of Hamilton. 
To render the laſt nugatory, the letters of his 
Grace were intercepted by Mrs. Hanmer, and 
his ſuppoſed filence giving cffence to her niece, 
ſhe worked ſo ſucceſsfully on her pride, as to 
induce her to abandon all thoughts of the lo- 
ver, whoſe paſſion ſhe had cheriſhed with de- 
light. A conduct the reverſe of that imputed 
to the Duke, was obſerved by Captain Hervey, 
He was all which aſſiduity could dictate, or at- 


tention perform. He had daily acceſs to Miſs 


Chudleigh, and each interview was artfully im- 
proved by the aunt, to the promotion of her 
own views. The letters of his Grace of Ha- 
milton, which regularly arrived, were as regu- 
larly ſuppreſſed; until piqued beyond longer 
endurance, Miſs Chudleigh was prevailed on 
to accept the hand of Captain Hervey, and, by 
a private marriage, to enſure a participation of 
his future honours and fortune. The cere- 
mony was performed in a private chapel adjoin- 
ing the country manſion of Mr. Merrill. The 
only ſurviving witneſs is a woman confiderably 
advanced in years, who was a ſervant in the 


family *, d 
On 


* This marriage was ſolemnized in the year 1744, at 
Lainſton, in the county of Southampton ; a pariſh in which 
| there 
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On a review of life, every reflecting mind 
may eaſily trace the predomĩnant good, or evil 
experienced, to ſome wilful error, or injudici- 
ous miſtake, which operated as a determinate 
cauſe, and gave the colour to our fate. This 
was the caſe with Miſs Chudleigh; for, the 
hour in which ſhe became united with Captain 
Hervey, proved to her the origin of every ſub- 
ſequent ynhappineſs. There is a complimeat 
to the dead, exacted by uſage ; conformably to 
which, we treat their names with reverence, 
whoſe deeds deſerve the ſevereſt reproach. On 
this principle it can only be ſaid, that the con- 
nubial rites were attended with conſequences, 
injurious to health, as well as unproductive of 
fecundity ; and that, from the night following 
the day en which the marriage was ſolemnized, 
Miſs Chudleigh refolved never to have farther 
connection with her huſband. To prevail on 
him not to claim her as his wife, required all 


there was only the houſe of Mr, Merrill. The certificate 
runs as follows: | 


* Marriages, Births, and Burials, in the pariſh of Lain- 
„% ſton. 2d of Auguſt, Mrs. Suſanna Merrill, reli& of 
John Merrill, Eſq. buried. ach of Auguſt, 1944, mar- 
* ried, the Honourable Auguſtus Hervey, Eſquire, in the 
6 pariſh of Lainſton, to M Elizabeth Chudleigh, daugh- 
ter of Colonel Thomas Chudleigh, late of Chelſea College, 


* deceaſed, By me, Thomas Arnis. | 
the 
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penſate ſuch a loſs, moſt probably operated as 
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the art of which ſhe was miſtreſs. The beſt 
diſſuaſive argument was, the loſs of her ſitu- 
ation as Maid of Honour, ſhould the marriage 
be publicly known. The finances of Captain 
Hervey not enabling him, at the time, to com- 


a prudential motive for his yielding to the en- 
treaties of his wife. He did fo yield; but in 
a manner which, at times, indicated · a ſtrong 
defire to play the tyrant. In fact, as the de- 
parted Ducnazss frequently expreſſed the fitu- 
ation of her feelings, Her miſery commenced 
from the arrival of Captain Hervey in Eng- 
“% land, and the greateſt joy ſhe experienced 
« was the intelligence of his departure.” 
Hence, whilſt the ſhip in which he was to fail, 
remained at Spithead, or in the Downs, ſhe 
was tremblingly alive with apprehenſion that 
the deſtination might be countermanded. A 
fair wind out of the Channel, was the ſoother 
of her mind; and ſhe was always extremely 
inquiſitive as to the duration of the voyage, or 
cruize ; as well as the probable intervening ac- 
cidents which might ſtill longer retard it, Such 
were ſome of the immediate conſequences of an 
union, brought about by artifice, effected clan- 
deſtinely, and originating, in the one party, 
ſrom pique, in the other, from a more repre- 
henſible paſſion. The remote confequences of 

this 
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this moſt unfortunate aſſimilation of body, not 
mind, will neceſſarily appear in the ſubſequent 
detail, Let it be hoped; for the happineſs of 
the more amiable ſex, that the caſe of Miſs 
Chudleigh, in one ſenſe, is not applicable to 
many of them. To her, matrimony was the 
beginning of ſorrows, 


Miſs Cavpiziou, now Mrs. Herver, a 
maid in appearance, a wife in diſguiſe, ſeemed 
to thoſe who judge from externals only, to be 
in an enviable ſituation. Of the higher circles 
He was the attractive eenter ; of gayer life the 
invigorating ſpirit. Her royal miſtreſs not only 
ſmiled on, but actually approved her. A few 
friendſhips ſhe cemented, and conqueſts ſhe 
made in ſuch abundance, that, like Cæſat in a 
triumph, ſhe had a train of captives at her 
heels. Yet, with all this diſplay of happineſs, 
ſhe wanted that, without which there is not 
happineſs on earth—peace of mind. Her huſ- 
band, quieted for a time, grew obſtreperous as 
ſhe became more the object of admiration. He 
felt his right, and was determined to aſſert it. 
She endeavoured, by letter, to negociate him 
into peace ; but her efforts ſucceeded not. He 
demanded a private interview; and eoforcing 
his demands by threats of expoſure in caſe of 
refuſal, ſhe complied through compulſion. 
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The mecting was at the apartment of -Captain 
Hervey ; a black ſervant only in the houſe. 
On entering the room where he ſat, the firſt 
thing done was to prevent her retreat by lock- 
ing the door. What paſſed may be better 
imagined than expreſſed. The boſom of a 
wife, burning with indignant rage for paſt in- 
juries ſuſtained in her health, yet obliged to 
ſmother the flame of reſentment, and aſſume 
the mildneſs of complacency. On the other 


hand, an huſband, feeling himſelf the Lord 


Paramount over a defenceleſs woman, whoſe 
hopes he had blaſted, whoſe perſon. he had de- 
tiled, This, as the Duchefs, when ſpeaking of 
it, with tears in her eyes, uſed to ſay, was“ an 
aſſignation with a vengeance.” It ended, like 
every interview which ſhe had with Captain 
Hervey, fatally far her. He would not per- 
mit her to retire without «.nſenting to that 
commerce, delectable only when kindred ſouls 
melt into each other with the . ſoft embrace. 


The fruit of this meeting was, the addition of 


a boy to the human race. Czlar Hawkins be- 


came the profeſſional confidant on this occa- 


ſion. Mits Chudleigh removed to Chelſea for 
a change of air, and returned to Leiceſter- 


houſe, perfectly recovered from her indiſpo- 


ſition. The infant ſoon ſunk into the arms 


of 


1 


of Death, leaving only the tale of his exiſtence 
to be related *. 


While theſe and a variety of other circum- 
ſtances were paſſing between Miſs Chudleigh 
and her huſband, the Duke of Hamilton ar- 
rived from his travels, He loſt not a moment 
in paying homage to the idol of his affections, 
and in having the myſtery of all his letters be- 


* The followi ng is the evidence which Cæſar Hawkins 
gave, on the Trial of the Ducheſs of Kingſton, relative to 
the birth of the child, and the marriage of M. * Chudleigh 
with Mr, Harvey. 


Queſtion. Do you, or do you not, 19828 that a child was 
the truit of that marriage ? 

Ceſar Hawkins, Yes, I de. 

Nueftion. Can you tell their Lordſhips about what time 
the child was born, and where ? 

Anſever. About the time I cannot tell, 

Nueſtiox, Inform their Lordſhips about what time this 
might be? 

Anfever. f ſhould ſuppoſe about thirty years ago. 

Auction. Where was this child born? 

Anſever, At Chelſea, near to Chelſea College. 

DPreftion. Was this marriage (with Mr. Marvey) and 
the birth of that child, at that time kept a ſecret ? 

Anſwer. I was told ſo, 

2reftiion, Do you know what is ſince become of that 
child? 
Anſwer, I believe it died a little time afterwards. 

C2 ing 
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ing unanſwered, explained. Flighty, as in 
other reſpects he was, to Miſs Chudleigh his 
conſtancy remained unſhaken. The interview 
develloped the whole, and placed Mrs, Han- 
mer in her true light, that of the authoreſs of 
miſchief. But as the palliation of paſt evil, the 
Duke made a generous tender of his hand: 
where his heart was already centered. The re- 
jection of this offer, which it was impoſſible 
to accept, and almoſt as impoſſible to explain 
the reaſon why it was rejected, occaſioned emo- 
tions in the Duke, which the heart can feel 
better than the pen explain. Still more; Miſs 
Chudleigh was compelled to prohibit his viſits, 
The ſequel of his conduct is known, His 
Grace and a noble Earl agreed to club their 
follies, to keep each other in countenance, and 
they both married two Hibernian Mifles, who, 


inthe hour of good fortune, had luckily brought 


their ſtock in trade to a market, where beauty 
frequently fetches an excellent price. 


The Duke of Hamilton, thus refuſed by Miſs 
Chudleigh ; the late Duke of Ancaſter, and ſe- 
veral other nobles experienced a ſimilar fate. 
'This aſtoniſhed the faſhionable world, and the 
mother of Miſs Chudleigh, who was a total 
ſtranger to the private marriage of her daughter, 
teprehended her folly in proper terms, At once 

to 
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to be freed, at leaſt for a time, from the embar- 
raſſments which environed her, Miſs Chudleigh 
determined on travel as the mean. She embarked 
for the Continent, Choſe the circle of Germany 
for her tour. She reſided ſome time at Berlin, 
then went to Dreſden ; and, as ſhe aſpired to 
the acquaintance of crowned heads, ſhe was gra- 
tified by the late King of Pruſha, who not only 
converſed, but correſponded with her. It is not 
by this meant that there was any thing more in 
his letters than what the politeneſs of a gentle- 
man dictated to a lady, in ſpirit and enterprize 
above the level of her ſex. The epiſtles of Fre- 
deric, which conſiſted of about four lines, writ- 
ten in a ſcarcely legible hand, ſerved Miſs Chud- 
leigh to gratify her vanity by talking about. But, 
in the Electreſs of Saxony ſhe found a friend, 
whoſe affection for her continued to the lateſt 
period of life, The Electreſs was a woman 
of ſenſe, honour, virtue and religion. Her 
letters were replete with kindneſs, While her 
hand diſtributed preſents to Miſs Chudleigh out 
of the treaſury of abundance, her heart was inte- 
reſted for her happineſs. This ſhe evinced, pend- 
ing the preſecution for bigamy, for at that time 
a letter from the Electreſs to the Ducheſs, con- 
tained the following paſſage ;—*© You have long 
* experienced my love; my revenue, my pro- 
s teCtion ; my every thing you may command* 

Come, 
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«© Come, then, my dear life, to an aſylum of 
„ peace. Quit a country, where, if you are 
& bequeathed a cloak, ſome pretender may ſtart 
up, and ruin you by law to prove it your 


„ property. Let me have you at Dreſden.” 


This paſſage is literally rendered from the 


Miſs Chudleigh returning from the Conti- 
nent, Lord Howe, who fignalized himſelf in 
America the war before laſt, became her ſuitor, 
Matrimony was out of the queſtion ; but, an 
intimacy ſubſiſting, the world then talked, as 
the world now talks, a great deal of nonſenſe 
in a moſt abſurd ſtyle. This garrulity, how- 
ever, neither leſſened the conſequence of Miſs 
Chudleigh, nor interrupted her amuſements, 
She ran the career of pleaſure, enlivened the 
Court cireles, each year became more ingra- 
tiated with the miſtreſs whom ſhe ſerved ; led 
faſhions ; played whiſt with Lord Cheſterfield ; 


rioted with Lady Harrington and Mifs Afhe ; 


figured at a maſquerade, and laughed at the 


lover whom ſhe choſe not to favour with her 


ſmiles, with alt the confoundipg grace of a 
woman of quality. The reflection put off, 
however, for the day, too frequently intruded 
an unwelcome viſitor at night. Captain Her- 
rey, the huſband, like a perturbed ſpirit, was 

eternally 


1 


eternally eroſſing the path trodden by his wife. 
Was ſhe in the rooms at Bath; he was ſure to 
be there. At a rout, ridotto, or ball, there 
was this fell deſttoyer of peace, embittering 
every pleaſure, and blighting the fruit of hap- 
pineſs by the peſtilential malignancy of his pre- 
ſence. As a proof of his diſpoſition to annoy, 
he menaced his wife with an intimation that he 
would diſcloſe the marriage to the Princeſs ot 
Wales. In this Miſs Chudleigh anticipated 
him, by being the firſt relater of the circum- 
ſtance. Her royal miſtreſs heard and pitied her. 
She continued her patronage to the hour of her 
death. At laſt a ſtratagem was either ſuggeſted, 
or it occurred to Miſs Chudleigh, at once to 
deprive Captain Hervey of the power to claim 
her as his wife. The clergyman who married 
them was dead. The regiſter book was in care- 
leſs hands. An handſome compliment was paid 
for the inſpection, and, while the perſon in whoſe 
cuſtody it was, liſtened to an amuſing ſtory, 
Miſs Chudleigh tore out a part of the regiſter. 
Thus imagining the buſineſs accompliſhed, ſhe, 
for a time, bid defiance to her huſband, whoſe 
taſte for the ſofter ſex yielding to a paſſion of 
an oppoſite nature, occafioned Miſs Chudleigh 
a ceſſation of inquietude. Her better fate in- 
fluenced the heart of a man in her favour, who 

Was 
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was the exemplar of amiability. This was the 
late Duke of Kingſton. 
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The life, an outline of which is now ſub- 
mitting to the public judgment, was of ſuch a 
fingular commixture of propenſities, as to af- 
ford abundant matter for improving reflection. 
That there is in the human breaſt a ruling 
paſſion, by which the will is influenced, and 
conſequently the judgment finally determined, 
muſt be evident to every inquifitive mind. This 
paſſion it is, which, ſerving as the ſpring of 
action, gives riſe to a conduct perfectly regu- 
lar, or wholly eccentric, as the producing cauſe 
is more or leſs bounded by ſome higher motive. 
Henee the neceſſity there is for ſome ſuperin- 
duced principle, as a check to the ruling paſ- 
ſion, whatever it be. Where this is wanting, 
all is confufion ; errars engender ſubſtantial ills, 
and that portion of our exiſtence contracted 
within the narrow ſpan of time, is doomed to 
unhappineſs. 5 


The ſubject of theſe anecdotes was among the 
too many eminent inſtances of this. Settled prin- 
ciples ſhe had none. Not that her deficiency aroſe 
ſo much from viciouſneſs, as from ignorance. 
Her mind, to borrow Mr. Locke's figure, was 
a mere tubula raſa, a blank as to every thing 

beyond 


| C1 
beyond mortality, All with her centered in ſelf 


and ſenſation, Her ruling paſſion was diſ- 
played in the acquirement of any ſpecies of 
property, the poſſeſſion of which gratified va- 
nity. This ſhe hoarded with the gripe of a 
miſer, or diſſipated with the profuſion of a 
ſpendthrift, when flattered by knavery or arti- 
fice into a mood of extravagance. The dia- 
monds ſhe had amaſſed were her travelling com- 
panions; and ſhe was always ready to defend 
them, with a brace of piſtols, at the hazard 
of her life. To her jewel box her oriſons were 
as regularly paid, as a devotee is found con- 
ſtant to her matins. She latterly ſlumbered over 
abundance, nor was ſhe ever awake to that glo- 
rious feeling with actuates natures truly noble, 
and teaches them to conſider a ſuperflux of 
wealth as the donation of heaven, granted in 
truſt for the relief of indigence, the ſoothing 
of calamity, or the reward of merit. That the 
late Ducheſs of Kingſton had early in life the 
power of being the diſtributor of much good, 
is certain; to obtain the means was her princi- 
object, to neglect the end, her general ha- 
bit. Her cunning, for of wiſdom ſhe poſſeſſed 
not a ray, was ſolely directed to gain. For- 
tunately for ſociety, cunning is more frequently 
defeated than ſucceſsful. This was ſo remark- 
ably experienced by our heroine, that a rela- 

D lation 
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lation of the caſe may ſerve as a moral leſſon to 
the world Thus, then, runs the ſtory : 


In the natural courſe of events, Captain Her- 
vey ſucceeded to the Earldom of Briſtol, With 
rank there was fortune, and both were moſt in- 
viting objects to a mind ſordid and vain. When 
a ſucceſſion to the family honours and revenue be- 
came highly probable, a ſhort period before it 
took place, Miſs Chudleigh went to the houſe of 
Mr. Merrill, in whoſe chapel ſhe was married. 
Her oſtenſible reaſon was a jaunt out of town— - 
Her real deſign was to procure, if poſhible, the 
inſertion of her marriage with Captain Her- 
vey in the book which, to deſtroy the written 
evidence of that marriage, ſhe had formerly mu- 
tilated, With this view ſhe condeſcended toevery 
artifice, and dealt out promiſes with a liberal 
hand. The officiating clerk, who like Scrub, in 
the play, was a perſon of various avocations, was 
to be promoted to the extent of his wiſhes. The 
book was managed by the Lady to her content, 
and ſhe returned to London ſecretly exulting in 
the excellence and ſucceſs of her machination. 
She did, it is true, ſucceed, but it was in laying 
the ground-work of that very evidence, which, 


in conjunction with oral teſtimony, operated 


afterwards to her conviction and diſgrace. 
Here was cunning, deſpicable cunning, en- 
8 the poſſeſſor in a net of her own fa- 

bricating. 
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bricating. No wonder, when her hour of de- 
gradation arrived, that ſhe fell unpitied. 


Thus conditioned was Miſs CauDLeicn, 
when the Duxs of KingosTox became her ad- 
mirer. Re-married, as it were, by her own 
ſtratagem, the - participation of ducal honours 
became legally impoſſible. The chains of wed- 
lock, which the lady had been ſo induſtrious 
in ſhaking off, or putting on, as. ſeemed moſt 
promotive of her avarice, were now galling to 
an exceſs. Every advice was taken, without 
the means of liberation being in the power of 
human device to ſuggeſt. To acquieſce in that 
which could not be remedied, ſeemed the der- 
nier reſort, The Dok E of KixcsTox's attach- 
ment was ardent, and truly ſincere. He min- 
gled the friend with the lover; nor was there 
an endearing title under Heaven he would not 
have aſſumed, could but the aſſumption have 
advanced the happineſs of Miſs Cavpizicn. 
For a ſeries of years they cohabited, yet with 
ſuch obſervance of external decorum, that al- 
though their intimacy was a moral, it was not 
an evidenced certainty. That the felicity of the 
Duke was in any means promoted by this union, 
cannot be aſſerted confiſtent with truth. The 
parties were diametrically oppofite characters, 
The Duke was mild, gracious, unalluming, and 

D 2 baſhtul 
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baſhful in the extreme. He had every grace 
requiſite in a man of rank, Oftentation he ſo 
much deteſted, that it was his cuſtem, in per- 
ambulating the ſtreets, to fold back the front 
of his coat, ſo as to hide the ſtar; and when- 
ever by accident it was diſcovered, the diſclo- 
ſure cauſed an involuntary bluſh. His Lady 
poſſeſſed very different qualities. In vociferat- 
ing anger ſhe could ſairly boaſt an alliance with 
Juno. Oftentatious ſhe was to an exceſs, and 
ſo little ſublimed were her feelings, that the 
groſſeſt flattery was an animating cordial to her 
ſpirits. It revived her when more rational ſuc- 
cours failed of effect. Thus contrarily gifted 
and diſpoſed, the Duke and Miſs Chudleigh 
were frequently on diſcordant terms; but ſhe 
had a ſtrong hold of his-mind, and the uſe ſhe 
made of it was, finally to ruin herſelf, The 
Earl of Briſtol, by time and attachments, had 
grown ſo weary of his connubial ſtate, as to be 
cordially defirous of a change. At firſt, when 
| ſounded on the ſubject of a divorce, he had 
uſed this expreſſion, I will ſee the —— at the 
* devil, before her vanity ſhall be gratified by 
© being a Ducheſs.” Afterwards, however 
there being a lady to whom he wiſhed to offer 
his hand, he ſo altered his tone, as to expreſs a 
readineſs to conſent to any poſſible means of an- 
nihilating the union ſubſiſting between him and 

Miſs 
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Miſs Chudleigh. The civilians were conſulted 
—2 jactitation ſuit was inſtituted, The evi- 
dence who could prove the marriage was kept 
back. 


Lord Briſtol failing, as it was defigned he 
ſhould fail, in ſubſtantiating the marriage, a ſen- 
tence of the court, pronouncing the nullity of 
the claim, concluded the bufineſs. The object 
now to be obtained was, legal opinion as to the 
operative power of ſuch' a ſentence ; and the ci- 
vilians, highly tenacious of the rights of their 
own courts, adjudged the decree not liable to 
be diſturbed by the interference of any extrinſie 
court of judicature. Under conviction of per- 
fect ſafety, the marriage between his Grace of 
Kingſton, and Miſs Chudleigh, was publicly 
ſolemnized *. The favours were worn by the 


higheſt 


»The marriage ceremony was performed on ihe 8th day 
of March, 1769, in the church of Saint Margaret, Weſt- 
minſtaxr. The following is a copy of the regiſter : 


% No. 92. Marriages in March 1769. The Moſt No- 
© ble Evelyn Pierrepont, Duke of Kingſton, a Bachelor, 
« and the Honourable Elizabeth Chudleigh, of Knightſbridge, 
in Saint Margaret's, Weſtminſter, a Spinfler, were mar- 
tried by ſpecial licence of the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 

* this 
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higheſt perſonages in the kingdom“; and, 
during the life of the Duke, not any attempt 
was made to diſpute the legality of the proce- 
dure. The fortune was not entailed; his 
Grace had, therefore, the option to bequeath 
it as ſeemed beſt to his inclination. The heirs 
ſince, were then expectants; their claims reſted 
on hope, not certainty. The Ducheſs, for ſo 
ſhe is now to be ſtyled, figured without appre- 


* this $th of March, 1769, by me, Samuel Harper, of the 
&* Britiſh Muſeum. 


„This marriage was ſolemnized between us, 


„ KINGSTON. 
„ ELIZABETH CHUDLEIGH. 


* Tn the preſence of 


„ MASHAM, 
„ WILLIAM YEO, 
« A. K. F. GILBERT, 
„ JAMES LAROCHE, Jux. 
« ALICE YEO, 
J. ROSS MACKYE, 
% E. R. A. LAROCHE, 
« ARTHUR COLLIER, 
« C, MASHAM.” 


* Their prefent Majeſties wore favours on the occa- 


fon. 
henſion 
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henſion of control. She was raiſed to the pin- 
naele of her fate, and for a very few years 
did ſhe enjoy that to which the chicanery of 
her life had been directed to accompliſh, the 

parade of title without that honour which only 
can ennoble. To impede her in the career of 
enjoy ment, and finally put an end to all her 
greatneſs, the Dukx of KixcsTon died. His 
will, excluding from every benefit an elder, 
and preferring a younger nephew as his heir in 
tail, gave riſe to a proſecution of the Ducheſs, 
which ended in the beggary of her proſecutor, 
and the exile of herſelf. 


The demiſe of the Dux E of KinGsTonN was 
not unexpected by thoſe who obſerve the ſeve- 
ral premonitions of the King of Terrors. A 
paralytic ſtroke is among the harbingers of 
mortal diffolution, which is ſure to be followed 
by the event announced. The Duke lingered 
but a ſhort time, and that time was employed 
by his conſort in journeying his Grace about, 
under the futile idea, by change -of air and 
ſituation, of retarding the irreverſible decree of 
Omnipotence. At laft, when real danger ſeem- 
ed to threaten, even in the opinion of the 
Ducheſs, ſhe diſpatched one of her ſwifteſt- 
footed meſſengers to her ſolicitor, the late Mr. 
Field, of the Temple, requiring his immediate 

: attendance, 


[ 24 ] 


attendance. - He obeyed the ſummons, and ar- 
riving at the houſe, the Ducheſs privately im- 
parted her wiſhes, which were, that he would 
procure the Duke to execute, and be himſelf a 
ſubſcribing witneſs, to a will, made without 
his knowledge, and more to the taſte of the 
Ducheſs, than the one completed. The diffe- 
rence between theſe two wills was this: The 
Duke had bequeathed the income of his eſtates 
to his relict, during her life, and expreſW un- 
der condition of her continuing in a ſtate of 
widowhood. Whether his Grace, in thus re- 
ſtraining her, did it in order to prevent the 
diſhonour of his memory, by the introduction 
of an improper ſucceſſor ; or, whether he ated 
from a conſciouſneſs of her extreme liability, with 
all her manceuvring, to be impoſed on, muſt be 
left to conjecture. Perfectly ſatisfied, however, 
as the Ducheſs pretended to be with whatever 
appeared to be the inclination of her deareſt 
Lord, ſhe could vot reſiſt the ſeeming oppor- 
tunity of carrying her ſecret wiſhes into effect. 
She did not reliſh the Temple of Hymen being 
ſhut againſt her. Earneſtly, therefore, did ſhe 
preſs Mr. Field to have her own will immedi- 
ately executed, which left her at perfect liberty 
to give her hand to the conqueror of her heart. 
She was only, hy ſome years, on the wrong 
fide of fifty; and the celebrated Ninon de PEn- 


clos, 
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cibs, bloomed at threeſcore, and captivated at 
ſeventy, Here was an example which every 
amorous grandmother might have in view; and 
extremely eruel would it be to reſtrict ladies, 
ancient only in years, from matrimony, as the 
mean to keep their blood within the bounds of 
Yecorum. The Ducheſs, in her anxiety to have 
the reſtraitit ſhaken off, had nearly deprived 
herſelf of every benefit derivable from the de- 
miſe of the Duke; When Mr. Field was in- 
troduced to his Grace, his intelle&s were per- 
ceptibly affected. He knew the friends who 
approached him, and a tranfient knowledge of 
their perſons was the only indication of mental 
exertion which ſeemed to be left him. Field 
very properly remonſtrated on the impropriety 
of introducing a will, for execution, to a man 
in ſuch a ſtate. His remonſtrance occaſioned 
a ſevere reprehenfion from the Ducheſs, who 
reminded him, that ke ought only to obey the 
inſtructions of his employer. Feeling, how- 
ever, for his profeſſional character, he pofitive- 
ly refuſed either to tender the will, or be in 
any manner concerned in endeavouring to pro- 
cure the execution, With this refuſal, he 
quitted the houſe, the Ducheſs beholding him 
with an indignant eye, as the annoyer of her 
ſcheme, when, in fact, by not complying with 
it, he proved her temporal Saviour ; for, had 
E the 


* S 


the will ſhe propoſed, been executed, it would 
moſt indubitably have been ſet aſide. The heirs 
would, conſequently, have excluded the relict 
from every thing, except that to which the 
right of dower entitled her; and, the lady in 
this, as in other reſpects, would have been 
ruined by her own ſtratagem. 


Soon after the fruſtration of this attempt, the 
DvuxE of KixcsToN yielded to the ftroke of 
fate. His will divulged, the funeral rites per- 
formed, and all other obſequial matters being 
properly adjuſted, the Ducheſs embarked for 
the Continent, propofing Rome for her tempo- 
rary reſidence, GANGANEL11 at that time 
filled the Papal See. From the moderation of 
his principles, the conſequent tolerant ſpirit 
which he, on every occaſion, diſplayed, and 
the marked attention he beſtowed on the Eng- 
liſh, he acquired the title of the Proteſtant 
Pope. To ſuch a character, the Ducheſs was 
a welcome viſitor. Ganganelli treated her with 
the utmoſt civility, gave her, as a Soverejgn 
Prince, many privileges, and ſhe was lodged 
in the palace of one of the Cardinals. Her 
vanity thus gratified, her Grace, in return, treat- 
ed the Romans with a public ſpectacle. She 
had built an elegant pleaſure yacht ; a gentle- 
wan, who had ſerved in the navy, was the 

| commander; 
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commander; under her orders, he failed for 
Italy, and the veſſel, at conſiderable trouble 
and ſome expence, was conveyed up the Ti- 
ber. The ſight of an Engliſh yacht there was 
uncommon. It drew the people in crouds to 
the ſhore, and the applauſe ran general through 
the city, This ſeemed to be the era of feſti- 
vity and happineſs ; but while the bark floated 
triumphantly on the undulatiens of the Tiber, 
a buſineſs was tranſacting in England which put 
an end to all momentary bliſs. Mrs, Cr a- 
DOCK, a woman now living, who, in the ca- 
pacity of a domeſtic, had been preſent during 
the ceremony of marriage between Miſs Cunv- | 
LEIGH and Lord BAISs TOL, found herſelf fo 
reduced in circumſtances, that ſhe applied to 
Mr. FizLp for pecuniary relief. He ſaw her, 
and maſt injudiciouſly refuſed her every ſuccour. 
In vain ſhe urged her diſtreſs, and the abſence 
of the Ducheſs, who. was the only perſon, on 
whoſe munificence ſhe bad the juſteſt claim. 
FiELD was deaf to. her entreaties : the then 
told him what was in her power to diſcover. 
To many circumſtances which ſhe related, he 
was an entire ſtranger, and he affected to diſ- 
credit the reſt, Mrs. CRADOeR ended the 
interview with a menace, that ſhe would make 
the relations of the Duke of KincsToN ac- 
quainted with every important particular.— 
E 2 FizIn 
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FrE Lp ſet her at defiance, and, thus expoſed to 


penury, ſhe was exaſperated to vengeance, and 
inſtantly ſet about the work of ruin. 


His GRAckE of Kix es Tox had borne to his 
grave, a marked diſlike of one of his nephews. 
His private reaſon was well known to his confi- 
dential friends. Mr. Eve.yn MEapows had 
been in, and went out of, the Navy. Let it 
ſuffice to ſay, that the Duke choſe him not for 
his heir, He was one of the ſons of Lavyy 
Frances PIERREPONT, ſiſter of the Dukt of 
KmesTon, conſequently his nephew—but his 
Grace liked him not. The gentleman ex- 
cluded his preſumptiye heirſhip, joyfully re- 
ceived the information that a method of daing 
himſelf ſubſtantial juſtice yet remained. He 
ſaw Mrs. CrRavocx—heard the detail of evi- 
dence which ſhe offered—and, perfectly ſatis» 
fied as to eyery iota of the relation being true, 
he, aſſiſted by legal friends, had a Bill of In- 
dictment for Bigamy preferred againſt the ſup- 
poſed widow of the DuxE of KincsToy. 
The Bill was found  — Mr. FIELD had notice 


of 


* The following is a Copy of the Bill of Indictment, 

Middleſex. | | | 
% The Jurors of our Sovereign Lord the now King, 

6+ preſent, that Elizabeth the wife of Auguftus-Fohn Her- 

| 66 Very 
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of the procedure, and the Ducheſs was pro- 
perly adviſed to return inſtantly to England, 
and appear to the Indictment, to prevent an 
outlawry. The intelligence appeared like a 
too - 


$ Hey, late of the pariſh of Saint George, Hanover Square. 
c in the county of Middleſex, Eſquire, on the eighth day 
« of March, in the ninth year of the reign of our Sovereign 
% Lord George the Third, now King of Great Britain, and 
© ſoforth, being then married, and then the wife of the 
* ſaid Auguſtus-Fohn Hervey, with force of arms, at the ſaid 
6 pariſh of Saint George, Hanover Square, in the faid 
* county of Middleſex, feloniouſly did marry. and take to 
4 huſband, Evehn Pierrepont, Duke of Kingſton, (the ſaid 
% Auguſtus- Johm Hervey, her former hyſbagd, being then 
6 alive) againſt the form of the ſtatute in ſuch caſe made 
* and provided, and againſt the peace of our ſaid Lord the 
| King, his crown and dignity ; and the faid Jurors, for 
* our ſaid Sovereign Lord the now King, upon their oath 
te aforeſaid, farther preſent, that the ſaid Elizabeth, bere- 
& tofore, (to wit) on the fourth day of Auguſt, in the 
s eighteenth year of the reign of our late Sovereign Lord 
George the Second, late King of Great Britain, and ſo 
& forth, at the pariſh of Lain/fon, in the county of South- 
te ampton, by the name of Elizabeth Chudleigh, did marry 
6 the ſaid Auguſtus- John Hervey, and him the ſaid Augu/tus- 
% John Hervey then and there had for her huſband, And 
s that the ſaid Elizabeth, being married, and the wife of the 
« ſaid Auguſtus-Fohn Hervey, afterwards, (to wwit} on the 
« eighth day of March, in the ninth year of the reign of 
* our ſaid Sovereign Lord George the Third, now King of 
“ Great Britain, and ſo forth, with force and arms, in the 
t ſaid pariſh of Saint George, Hanover Square, in the ſaid 
county 
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too -· powerful electrical ſhock —her nature with 
difficulty ſuſtained it. On recovering the little 
of her judgement which was left, ſhe drove to 
the houſe of Mr. Jenx1xs, a gentleman who 
has acquired a large property by ſmall means, 
commencing with the purchaſe of the little 
finger of a mutilated ſtatue, and ending in 
what he now is, the banker to all the Britiſh 
travellers who viſit the tutelary reſidence af 
Saint Pcter, 


To baffle art by art, and defeat, by policy, 
that which true wiſdom could not oppoſe with 
a probability of ſucceſs, is the cuſtom of every 
hackneyed practitioner in the world. It is 


county of Middleſex, feloniouſly did marry, and take ta 
% huſband, the ſaid Evelyn Pierrepont, Duke of Kingſion, 
* (the ſaid Avgrffus-Fohn Hervey, her former huſband, being 
* then alive) againſt the form of the ſtatute in ſuch caſe 
„made and provided, and againſt the peace of our ſaid So- 
„ vereign Lord the now King, his crown and dignity, 
„O. T. 
« True Bill. 

% Augr/tine Greenland, 

* Ann Cradock, 

% Chriflopher Dixon, 

* Thomas Dodd, 

* Samuel Harper, 

* -Zohn Fozart,” 


Sworn in the Court. 


owing 
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owing to their excellence in this ſyſtem, thar 
the ſons of earth are ſo much wiſer, in their 
ſeveral generations, than the children of light. 
The Ducheſs of Kingſton was merely a woman 
of cunning, truſting ſolely to her machina- 
tions for ſucceſs, Hence the barometer of her 
happineſs roſe, or was depreſſed, as her multi- 
farious manceuvres produced what her chime- 
rical fancy termed good or evil. The ſlighteſt 
check in the career of vanity ; the leaſt failure 
in the accompliſhment of any vain-glorious 
project, occaſioned a ſigh. What then muſt 
the proſpect of being compelled to bid farewel 
to all her greatneſs, have effected! Thoſe leaſt 
accuſtomed to reflect, are the moſt depreſſed 
by reflection. The attack made on the honours 
of the Ducheſs, ſtruck alſo at her principles 
and character. She knew, and ſhe felt, that if 
the whole of her conduct ſhould be bared to 
the light, a conſummate degree of moral turpi- 
tude would appear. As to the marriage with 
his Grace of Kingſton, the ſolemn opinions of 
the Civilians might be urged in extenuation; 
but thoſe opinions were obtained by partial 
facts only appearing to them. The EARL of 
BRISTOL had boaſted of a marriage. The 
Lady whom he had denominated this wife, put 
him to the proof of the marriage ; and with 
perfect ſafety ſhe might do this, when ſhe had 

| taken 


181 
taken previous care to prevent the only witneſs 
who could prove the fact, from giving teſti- 
meny in the cauſe, Here was fraud; and, if 
Lord Briſtol acquieſced in it, there was collu- 
ſion. Another thing There was certainly ex- 
treme turpitude in the fact of deſtroying the re- 
giſter of the marriage with the noble Earl, at 
one time; and there was the utmoſt ſordidneſs 
in endeavouting to reſtore ſomething like it, 
when likely to anſwer a ſelfiſh purpoſe. All 
theſe circumſtances of evil - doing afforded 
miſerable themes for reflection; and the period 
was now arrived, when reflection came withj 
vengeance at her heels: but alternative there 
was none. An immediate return to England 
was the only meaſure to be adopted ;. and this 
the opponents of the Ducheſs had endeavoured 
to prevent, by a ſpecies of artful policy, ex- 
actly ſuited to the Lady with whom they had to 
deal. MR. JENKINS was then a banker, 
The Ducheſs had placed ſecurities in his hands, 
anſwerable for the fums ſhe might occaſionally 
require. He was perfectly ſecure in any ad- 
vance he might make; yet, apprized that the 
Ducheſs would call on him for money to de- 
fray the expence of her journey to England, 
he avoided ſeeing her. On the firſt announce- 
ment of his not being at home, it was paſſed 
over as a mere unfortunate incident; but on 
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the viſits being repeated, and the denials being 


as frequent, the conduct was juſtly imputed to 
deſign. The ſcheme was to delay the return of 
the Ducheſs, fo as that an outlawry might be 
obtained, which, in the eye of imagination, 
appeared the probable method of acquiring the 
eſtates of the late Duke. This was folly, be- 
cauſe the will of his Grace, in his own hand 
writing, was ſo guarded as not to be attacked 
with the remoteſt poſſibility of ſucceſs, Such, 
however, was the idea; and from whatever 
preſumeable motive it originated, MR. JEN- 
KINS aſſuredly coincided with the plan. 
Aware of this, the Ducheſs was inceſſant in her 
applications; and finding all her efforts to ſee 
MR. JENKINS fail, ſhe pocketed a brace of 
piſtols, returned to his hoafe, and receiving 
the uſual anſwer that he was not at home, ſhe 
ſat on the ſteps of his door, and declared her- 
determined reſolution there to remain until he 
returned, were it for a weck, month, or year, 
She knew that bufineſs would compel his re- 
turn; 2nd, finding it impracticable any longer 
fo elude an interview, MR. JENKINS ap- 
peared. As the Ducheſs poſſeſſed that bleſſed 
gift of utterance, for which ladies of ſpirit are 
ſometimes ſo eminently famous, it may be 
ſuppoſed, that the converſation with the banker 

F was 
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was not of the mildeſt kind. Money was de- 
manded, not aſked. A little prevarication en- 
ſued ; but the production of a piſtol ſeryed as 
the moſt powerful mode of reaſoning : the ne- 
ceflary was obtained, and the Ducheſs inſtantly 
quitted Rome, 


We are now to behold the object of our ſuc- 
einct detail, in a light pitiable in the extreme, 
About to combat a proſecution, the event of 
which, the monitor within muſt inform the 
culprit, would be ſatal; a ſeries of reflections, 
and cach accompanicd by a cenfure, crouding 
on the mind, and purting the perturbed ſpirits 
ou the rack of painful ſenſation ; attended only 
by domeſtics, and wanting the conſolation of a 
friend, each pace was a nearer approach to 
miſery, and every hour only the anticipation of 
future woe, This was enough to overpower 
nature; nor will it be deemed ſurpriſing, that, 
under ſuch oppreſſive circumſtances, the health 
of the Ducheſs ſhould be violently attacked; 
Her journcy was retarded before ſhe reached 
the Alps. A fever ſecmed to ſeize on 
her vitals. From that ſhe recovered, to the 
aſtoniſhment of her attendants. An abſceſy 
then formed in her fide, which rendering it im- 
poſable far her to endure the motion of a car- 

riage, 
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riage, a kind of litter was provided, in which 
ſhe gently travelled, In this fituation, nature 
was relieved by the breaking of the abſceſs ; 
and, after a tedioufly painful journey, the 
Ducheſs reached Calais, At that place ſhe 
made a pauſe, and there it was that her appre- 
benſion got the better of her reaſon. In idea 
ſhe was fettered, and incarcerated in the worſt 
cell of the worſt priſon in London. She was 
totally ignorant of the bailable nature of her 
offence, and by conſequence expected the ut- 
moſt to be imagined. COLONEL WEST, a 
brother of the late Lord Delawar, whom the 
Ducheſs had known in England, became her 
principal aſſociate; but he was not lawyer ſuffi- 
cient to ſatisfy her doubts, 


By the means of former connections, and- 
through a benevolence in his own nature, the 
EARL of MANSFIELD had a private inter- 
courſe with the Ducheſs. Without mention- 
ing the place of meeting, ſuffice it to obſerve, 
that this venerable Peer, who, having nearly 
finiſhed his courſe, is now ſubliming in ſpirit 
preparatory to the fruition of celeſtial happi- 
neſs, conducted himſelf in a manner, which 
did honour to his heart and character. Her 
3 and her futile apprehenſions re- 
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moved by the interview, the Ducheſs embarked 
for Dover, landed, drove poſt to Kingſton 
Houſe, and found friends diſplaying both zeal 
and alacrity in her cauſe, 


The preſent DUKE of NEWCASTLE was 
ſteadily devoted to her welfare. The DUKES 
of ANCASTER and PORTLAND teſtified 
their fincere good wiſhes * ; LORD MOUNT- 
STUART ſhewed, in numerous inſtances, his 
kindneſs ; and there were not wanting a circle 
of other diſtinguiſhed perſonages, who, repro- 
bating the proſecution as originating in merce- 
nary and vindictive motives, conceived them- 
ſelves to be juſtified in protecting, as far as in 
their power lay, the object perſecuted. The 


„Lord BARRINGTON alſo preſerved, to the laſt hour 
of her life, a truly ſincere attachment for the Ducheſs. On 
her trial, he was called as an evidence, and the queſtions 
put to him, being intended to extort what had paſſed in pri- 
vate converſation, his Lordſhip, with a great degree of 
firmneſs, declined giving any anſwer. The Peers withdrew, 
and on returning, delivered it as their opinion, that the 
Noble Lord was bounden to anſwer the queſtions. He 
ſti}', however, refuſed ; and, to get rid of the buſineſs, the 

cſtions which had been propoſed, were ſoftened, and his 
further teſlimony was diſpenſed with, The Ducheſs and 
Lord Barrington conſtantly correſponded, 


firſt 


EL RES 


firſt meaſure taken was to have the Ducheſs 
bailed. This was done before Lord Mansficld, 
his Grace of Newcaſtle, Lord Mountſtuart, 
Mr. GLOVER*, and other characters of rank 
attending. This diſagreeable matter adjuſted, 
the manner of adjuſting it was ſuch as to ſo- 
lace the mind, and prepared it for a greater 
encounter. It is in the conſtitution of ſublu- 
nary things, that the endurance of evils is the 


* Philips Glover, E/q. a Lincolnſhire gentleman, inde- 
pendent in fortune, and in ſoul, His word, given even on 
occaſions the moſt trivial, is veracity itſelf, Profeſſions he 
makes not ; unleſs they are ſuggeſted by the feelings of his 
heart. To duplicity his nature is fo infinitely averſe, that 
on the ſlighteſt appearance of it, his indignation is arouſed ; 
not meaning to trifle with others, he willnot ſuffer the moſt 
exalted characters to trifle with him. Of this he gave a ſig- 
nal inſtance, when the late Marguis of Rockingham, being 
the Miniſter, betrayed an inclination to diſpenſe with a pro- 
miſe he had given Mr. Glover, to placea lad in the Charter 
Houſe. The Marguis played the Courtier, forgetting the 
nature of the man with whom he had to deal, After ſeve- 
ral attempts to evade, Mr. Glover brought the matter to 
iſſue, by requeſting a Peer to tell the Marquis, who was 
his friend, + That if he did not immediately perform his 
„ promiſe, he would pull his ſkin over his ears, and that at a 
« public meeting in his own county.” This language ſoon 
ſettled the matter; and the lad whom Mr. Glover had pa- 
tronized, filled the vacaney at the Charter Houſe. Mr. 
Glover was an intimate friend of the Duke of Kingſton. 
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lot of mortality; and it is in the benignant or- 
der of Heaven, that the worſt evils ſhould be 
cndutable, by happening ſo progreſſively, as 
that our natures are tempered, by gradation, to 
the infecility of their condition, 


The proſceution, and conſequent trial of the 
Ducheſs, becoming objects of magnitude, the 
public curioſity and expectation were pro- 
portionably excited, The Ducheſs had, through 
life, diſtinguiſhed herſelf as a moſt eccentric 
character. Her turn of mind was original, and 
many of her actions were without a parallel. 
Even when ſhe moved in the ſphere of amuſe. 
ment, it was in a ſtyle peculiarly her own. If 
others invited admiration by a partial diſplay 
of their charms, at a maſquerade, ſhe at once 
threw off the veil, and ſet cenſure at defiance. 
Thus at a midnight aſſembly, where Bacchus 
revelled, and the altars of Venus were encircled 
by the votaries of Love, the Ducheſs, then de- 
nominated Miſs Chudleigh, appeared almoſt in 
rhe unadorned fimplicity of primitive nature, 
Whether to demonſtrate how nearly ſhe was 
allied to her anceſtreſs, Eve, before the fall ; 
or, whether from a religious veneration of the 
cuſtoms which prevailed in Eden; whatever 
was her motive, certain it 1s, that ſhe was every 


thing 


FW 3 


thing but naked *; and yer, like our firſt parents, 
ſhe was not aſbamed. Thus erratic in her na- 
ture, the dilemma into which ſhe was thrown 
by the pending proſecution, was ſcarcely more 
than might be expected to happen to ſuch a 
character. She had, in a manner, invited the 
diſgrace, by neglecting the means of prevent- 
ing it. Mrs. Cxabock, the only exiſting evi- 
dence againſt her, had perſonally ſolicited a 
maintenance for the remaining years of her 
life. On a certain annual ſtipend being ſettled 
en her, ſhe had voluntarily offered to retire to 
her native village, and never more intrude.— 
This offer was rejected by the Ducheſs, who 
would only conſent to allow her twenty pounds 
a year, on condition of her ſequeſtering herſelf 
in ſome place near the Peake of Derbyſbire. 
This the Ducheſs confidered as a moſt liberal 
offer; and, ſhe expreſſed her aſtoniſhment that 
the “Old devil,“ as ſhe uſed to call her, ſhould 
have had the aſſurance to reject it. To her coſt 
in purſe, and to her agony in mind, it was re- 


jected with the utmoſt ſcorn, and ſhe who was 


» This alludes to her appearance in the character of 
IPHLIGENIA, at a Jubillee Ball, in the year 1744. An 
exact delineation of her dreſs, is givea in the Frontiſpiece 
«f this Detail. | * 
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refuſed a paltry pittance, except on eondition 
of ba iſhment for life, might afterwards have 
recerve thouſands to abſcond. The impulſe of 
fear would produce what the feelings of huma- 
nity never could call forth. 
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From the moment in which the recognizances 
for the appearance of the Ducheſs were entered 
int „ » ſcene of law diſcloſed itſelf. Books of 
caſes were purchaſed in abundance, precedents 
were blotted with ink, the pages doubled down, 
and pins {tuck in the ſeveral notes of referenagy 
Inſtead of travelling like a Jew pedlar, with a 
diamond box at her back, TavyLor's Ele- 
ments of Civil Law, Cokk's Inſtitutes, ſome hiſ- 
tory of the Privileges of Peers to be doubly 
married, or a volume of the State Trials, gar= 
niſhed the coach in which the Ducheſs drove 
from his Grace of Newcaſtle to Mr. ARM 
STRONG, the Sheriff's offieer. By the gentle- 
men of the robe, as it may be naturally ſuppoſ- 
ed, the Ducheſs was ſurrounded, and ſo cha- 
ritably were they diſpoſed, that they gave her 
every conſolation ſhe could wiſh, The civili- 
ans were armed at all points to prove, that-a 
ſentence of their courts was. an effectual bar to 
the admiſſion of evidence. Like Fate, an ec- 
cleſiaſtical decree was irrevocable, The com- 
mon 
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mon lawyers, on the other hand, ſmiled, or 
affected to ſmile, at the idea of a conviction. 
It was à mere phantom conjured up in the hout 
of diſmay for the purpoſe of affrighting. Under 
theſt affurances, the Ducheſs was as quiet as 
the troubleſome monitor in her boſom would 


give permiſſion. When a gentle hint of pof- 


fible danget was ſuggeſted by any of the diſin- 
tereſted few, the mercenary many inftantly 


ſoothed all into peace. Reconciled, therefore, 


in ſome meaſure, to the encounter, the repoſe 
of the Duchefs was, on a ſudden, interrupted 
by an adverſary from @ different quarter. This 
was no leſs celebrated a perſonage than the 
late SaMveL Foote. The circumſtance was as 
follows : | : 


Mr. Foote, as cotemporary, and mixing, 
as he did, in the firſt circles of faſhion, was 
perfectly acquainted with the leading tranſac · 
tions of the Ducheſs's life. Beſide this, he had 
received much private information from ſome 
perſon who had liyed in the houſe with her, 
The ſuſpicion, at the time, fell on a Miſs 
PzxRoOSE, a young lady who had experienced 
ſo many gracious promiſes from ' the Ducheſs, 
that ſhe only found it neceſſary to provide for 
herſelf until they were accompliſhed, Whos» 
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ever furniſhed the intelligence, it certainly 
was of the moſt private kind, and, poſſeſſing 
it, Foors reſolved to make ſomething of what 
he thus knew. As, in the opinion of Max- 
DEVILLE, private vices are public benefits, ſa 
Foore deemed the crimes and follies of indi- 
viduals convertible into advantage by the amal- 
if gamy of wit. On this principle, he proceed- 
i ed with the Ducheſs of Kingſton, He had 
f! written a piece, entitled, 4 Trip o Calais.” 
1 The ſcenes were humorous, the character of 
; the Ducheſs was moſt admirably drawn, and 
0 the effect was accompliſhed ; which was, that 
4 ſhe ſhould ſee, and be aſhamed of, herſelf. The 
. real deſign of Foote was, to obtain a confiderable 
ſum of money from the Ducheſs, for ſuppreſs- 
ing the piece. With this view he contrived to 
have it communicated to her Grace, by an in- 
different perſon, that the Haymarket theatre 
would open with the entertainment in which 
ſhe was, as the phraſe is, taken off to the life. 
This was intended to alarm, and it did effectu- 
ally alarm her. She ſent for Mr. Foote. He 
attended, with the piece in his pocket. She 
deſired him to read a part of it. He obeyed ; 
and proceeding in the character of LADY KITT x 
CroconiLE, his auditoreſs could no longer for- 
bear. She aroſe, in a violent paſſion, and ex- 
claimed, 


16 3 1 
claimed, © This is ſcandalous, Mr. Foote ! 


„ Why, what a wretch you have made me!“ 


« You! (replied the humouriſt) “ this is not 
« defigned for your Grace; it is not you!“ 
After a few turns about the room, the Ducheſs 
calmed her turbulence, and affuming a ſmile, 
entreated it as a favour that Mr. Foote would 
leave the piece for her peruſal, engaging at the 
ſame time to return it on the enſuing morning. 


He readily complied. The carriage was or- 


dered, and he took his leave. Left thus to 
confider her own picture, ſo much did her Grace 
diſlike it, that ſhe determined, if poſſible, to 
prevent the expoſure of it to public view. As 
the artiſt had no objection to ſelling it, ſhe in- 
clined to be. the purchaſer. This was the next 
morning made known to Foote, who was 
queſtioned as to the ſum which would fatisfy 
him for ſuppreſſing the piece. Proportioning 
his expectations to her power of gratifying 
them, he demanded Two Trovsaxd Povunps, 
and to be paid a certain ſum, in compenſation 
for a loſs which, he pretended, would be ſuſ- 


| tained by the ſcenes deſigned for the“ TRI 


fo Calais,” being appropriated to other uſes. 


- The enormity of this demand ſtaggered the 


Ducheſs, By meſſages ſhe intimated her ex- 
treme ſurprize, and a wiſh that the requeſt 
G 2 were 
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were moderated within the boundary of reaſon. 
Imagining that ſhe muſt at laſt comply, Foote 
would not abate one guinea, She offered him 
fourteen, then ixteen hundred pounds, and had 
actually a draft on Meſſrs. Dx UM p, for that 
ſum, for his acceptance. This yielding, only 
induced Foote to think he ſhould finally ſuc- 
ceed, until by graſping at too much, he over - 
ſtood his market, and loſt every thing. 


The demand made by FooTx on theDvcness, 
might, at any time except the particular juncture 
in which it was urged, have paſſed among the 
other indifferent events of the hour, as wholly un- 
meriting the public notice. T here are innumer- 
able incidents which ſtart up, like bubbles on the 
water, and are daily carried down the ſtream of 
time, without even exciting obſervation, much 
leſs intereſting our attention. Self, or what a 
man of worth confidereth as his other ſelf, a 
friend, muſt be engaged, before we are ſtimu- 
lated to take an active part in any pending bu- 
fineſs of whatever nature, It was thus in the 
caſe, now relating. Thoſe, long connected with 
the Ducheſs, and in eſtabliſhed habits of inti- 
macy, felt the attack made on her, as directed 
by a ruffian hand, at a moment when ſhe was, 


of all moments of her * the leaſt able to 
make 


1 


make any reſiſtance. A bill of indictment had 
been found. At the hazard of her life had ſhe 
journeyed, from Rome to London, to abide 
the conſequences of a moſt ſerious proſecution, 
During her abſence, every method had been 
adopted by her opponents, to degrade her in 
the public opinion; and, now, that ſhe had 
come fairly forward to meet her fate, it was 
no more than à common prineiple of equity 
that, pending the ſuit againſt her, all ſhould be 
quieſcent, Every alien attack was criminal 
barbarity. To prejudice was to bias; and, the 
conſequence of the Public, and of Judges as 
component parts of that public, being biaſſed 
_ againſt a culprit, had been fatally experienced 
in a variety of inſtances, —There was another 
unanſwerable plea in bar to any wanton or ma- 
liciqus attack, This was the Sex of the party 
proſecuted. For women, men ſhould ever feel, 
and feeling, ſhould ever be their advocates. 
With all their faults they are the ſolacers of 
life; and, when virtue is blended with their 
charms, they became irreſiſtible, It was vain» 
howeyer, altogether vain, to ſuppoſe that Foorx 
could be ſoftened, by what would melt down, 
as it were, the feelings of others, in the mould 
of compaſſion, Mr. FoorE abounded in wit 
and mimicry, and, both united, ſpared neis 

; ther 
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ther age, ſex, nor condition. Inſtead of a pif- 
tol, he hada libel in his hand; this he preſented 
to the boſom of a female, and threatened to di- 
rect the contents to her heart, unleſs ſhe deli- 
vered to him Two Taovsand PounDs. The 
critical period in which this attempt was made, 
as before intimated, was ſuch as to intereſt every 
friend of the Ducheſs, in her behalf. His 
Grace the Duke of NzwcasTLE was conſulted. 
The Chamberlain of the Houſhold was apprized 
of the circumſtance ; and, his prohibitory in- 
terference was earneſtly ſolicited, He ſent for 
the manuſcript copy of the“ Trip to Calais,“ 
peruſed and cenſured it. This occaſioned a 
remonſtrating letter * from Foorx, to the EarL 

of 


LzrrEx from Mn. Foorz to the EAuL of HEeRrTFORD, 
« My Lon p, | 


« T did intend troubling your Lordſhip with ay earlier 
« addreſs, but the day after I received your prohibitory man- 
« date, Thad the honour of a viſit from Lord Mountſtuarty 
„ to whoſe interpoſition I find I am indebted for your firſt 
© commands, relative to the Trip to Calais, by Mr. Chet- 
* wynd, and your final rejection of it by Colonel Keen. 


Lord Mountſtuart has, I preſume, told your Lordſhip, 

& that he read with me thoſe ſcenes to which your Lord- 
« ſhip objected, that he found them collected from general 
« nature, and applicable to none but thoſe who, through 
« conſciouſneſs, were compelled to a ſelf-application. To 
% ſuch minds, my Lord, the Whole Duty of Man, next to 
« the 
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of HerTroRD, at that time in office. Beſide 
theſe, and other powerful aids, the Ducheſs 
called 


& the Sacred Writings, is the fevereſt ſatire that ever was 
« wrote; and to the ſame mark, if Comedy directs not her 
t aim, her arrows are ſhot in the air; for by what touches 
„% no man, no man will be mended. Lord Mountſtuart 
« defired that I would ſuffer him to take the play with him, 
« and let him leave it with the Ducheſs of Kingſton : he 
« had my conſent, my Lord, and at the ſame time an aſ- 
& ſurance, that I was willing to make any alteration that 
her Grace would ſuggeſt. Her Grace ſaw the play, and, 
in conſequence, I ſaw her Grace; with the reſult of that + 
„ interview, I ſhall not, at this time, trouble your Lord- 
« ſhip. It may, perhaps, be neceſſary to obſerve, that her 
Grace could not diſcern, which your Lordſhip, I daxe 
„ ſay, will readily believe, a fingle trait in the character of 
Lady Kitty Crocodile, that reſembled herſelf. 


After this repreſentation, your Lordſhip, will, I doubt 
„not, permit me to enjoy the fruits of my labour; nor 
« will you think it reaſonable, becauſe a capricious indivi- 
« dual has taken it into her head, that I have pinned her 
« ruffles away, that I ſhould be puniſhed by a poniazd 
„ ſtuck deep in my heart: your Lordſhip has too muck 
« candour and juſtice to be the inſtrument of ſo violent and 
« ill-direfted a blow. 


« Your Lordſhip's determination is not only of the 
« greateſt importance to me now, but muſt inevitably de- 
« cide my fate for the future, as, after this defeat, it will 
be impoſlible for me to muſter up courage enough to 
„face Folly again; between the muſe and the magiſtrate 

there 
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called in juriſprudential advice. The Sages of 
the Robe were conſulted, and their opinions 
were, That the Piece was a malicious libel, 
1% and that ſhould it be repreſented, a ſhort-hand 
* writer ought to employed by the Ducheſs to 
“ attendonthe night of repreſentation, to minute 
each offenſive. paſſage, as the ground- work 
« of a proſecution.” This advice was followed, 
becauſe conſonant with the ideas of the Ducheſs, 


s there is a natural confederacy ; what the laſt cannot 
* puniſh the firſt often corrects; but when ſhe finds her- 
« ſelf not only deſerted by her ancient ally, but ſees him 
„armed in the defence of her foe, ſhe has nothing left but 
« a ſpeedy retreat: Adieu then, my Lord, to the ſtage. 
« Valeat res ludicra, to which, I hope, I may with juſtice 
« add, plaudite, as, during my continuance in the ſervice 
« of the Public, I never profited by flattering their paſſions, 


or falling in with their humours, as upon all occaſions, 


« J have exerted my little powers (as indeed I thought it 
« my duty) in expoſing ſollies, how much ſoever the fa- 
« yourites of the day; and pernicious prejudices, however 
protected and popular. This, my Lord, has been done, 
« if thoſe may be believed who have the beſt right to know, 
« ſometimes with ſucceſs ; let me add too, that in doing 
« this I never loſt my credit with the Public, becauſe they 
% knew that I proceeded upon principle; that I diſdained 
“ being either the echo or the inſtrument of any man, how- 
« ever exalted his ſtation, and that I never received reward 
* ox ptotection from any other hands than their own, 
„ have the honour to be, &c. 


„SAMUEL FOOTE.” 
who, 
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who, by this time, had become a very great Law- 
yereſs, BLANCHARD was the perſon ſelected in 
preference to Guxx Ex, and his admiſſion fee to 
one of the fide boxes, being properly guaranteed, 
a compleat entrapment was ſuppoſed to be laid 
for Foore. Whether he received private inti- 
mation of the ſcheme, or whether he ſound- his 
attempt on the purſe of the Ducheſs, excite the 

diſpleaſure of thoſe whoſe favours were of conſe- 
quence to him; whatever cauſed the intimida- 
tion, intimidated he began to be. The proof 
which he gave of it was, a denial that he ever 
had made ſo exorbitant a demand as Two 
Trovsaxy PouxDs for the ſuppreſſion of the 
piece. This denial much contributed to his in- 


jury, becauſe the Rev. Ma. Fosryx, * a clergy- 
man 


* Mn, Fos rz had, in the early part of ſiſe, been ſe- 
lected by old Edivard Wortley Montague, the huſband of the 
late celebrated Lady Mary, and the father of the preſent 

Lady Bute, to ſuperintend the education ot that very ecceu- 
tric character, the late Edward Wortlcy Montague. Fos TER 
was perfectly qualified for the ſtation of a priyate tutor, but 
his pupil was ſo exceedingly diſpoſed to fly off, as it were, 
in atangent, as to render it utterly impoſſible to fix kisatten= 
tion to any thing worthy purſuit, Aſter thrice running away, 
and being diſcovered by his father's :alet, crying founders 
about the ſtreets of Dep!ford, ke was ſent to the Weſt-Indies, 
whither Foſter accompanicd him, On their return to Eng- 
land, a good-natured ſtratagem was practiſed to obtain 2 
temporary ſupply of money from eld Montagne, and at the 
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man of reſpectability, conſiderably advanced 
in years, and who had through life mingled 
with the great world, came voluntarily forward, 
and made an affidavit of the following facts: 
© That in conſequence of the threat to perform 


% the Trip to Calais, he waited on Mr, Foote, 
cc and remonſtrated with him on the extreme 


ce barbarity of ſuch an attack, at ſuch a par- 
& ticular juncture. That Mr. Foote had only 
« agreed to ſuppreſs the piece, on his receive 


ſame time to give him a favourable opinion of his ſon's at« 
tention to a particular ſpecies of erudition. The ſtratagem 
wa: this: „Fos rER writ a book which he entitled, © The 
&« Riſe and Fall of the Roman Republ'cs.” To this he ſubs 
joined the name of Edward Mort Montague, wn. Eſq. 
Old Wortley, ſeeing the book advertiſed, ſent for his ſon, 
and gave him a Bank Note of one hundred pounds, promiſing 
kim a fimilar preſent for every new edition which the book 
ſhould paſs through, It was well received by the Public, 
and, therefore a ſecond edition occaſioned a ſecond ſupply, 
It is now in libraries with the name of Wortley Montague, prev 
fixed as the author, although he did not write a line of it, 
Ma. Fos rx was afterwards Chaplain to the celebrated Siy 
William Wyndham : he then went to Peterſburgh, in the ſuite 
of the Engliſn Ambaſſador. Many years afterwards, he be- 
came acquainted with the Duke of Kingſton, and, on the 
demiſe of his Grace, the Ducheſs appointed him her do« 


meſtic Chaplain. He accompanied her on her firſt viſit to 


Peterſburgh, and the Empreſs, who had known him before, 
gave him an appointment in the academy, annexing a ſtipend 
out of her privy purſe. This appointment he held a ſhore 
time, and died in the eighty-fxth year of his age. 

: | 00 ing 
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e Ing from the Ducheſs the ſum of Two Thou» 
* ſand Pounds.” This affidavit was ſo complete 
a refutation of the denial, as not to leave it in 
the power of ingenuity to retort, and with the 
Public, the teſtimony of Mr. * had every 
deſired effect. 

Thus defeated in point of fact, Foors found 
himſelf baffled alſo in point of deſign. The 
Chamberlain would not permit the piece to be 
repreſented. Foote tried the force of his con- 
nections; but it was the effort of weakneſs 
againſt inflexibility, Here the utmoſt which 
his humour could do, was to ſupport a laugh 
at the expence of his purſe, He was to be 
merry in ſadneſs—for ſadneſs the loſs of fixteen 
| bundred pounds muſt privately have occaſioned. 
So little did Foote reliſh the deprivation of 
this ſum, that he opened a new negociation with 
the Ducheſs, caufing it to be intimated to her, 
« That it was in his power to publiſh, if not to 
« perform; but that were his expences reim- 
« burſed, (and the ſum which her Grace had 
&« formerly offered him, would do the buſineſs) 
c he would deſiſt,” This intimation being 
communicated to the Ducheſs, ſhe did in this, 
as in too many caſes, aſk the opinion of her 
friends, with a ſecret determination to follow 
her own. Foor finding that ſhe began to 
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yield, preſſed his deſire inceſſantly; and the 
had actually provided biſſè to the amount of 
fixteen hundred pounds, which ſhe would have 
given Foote, but for the following circumſtance : 
The EARL of PETERBOROUGH, Doctor Is aac 
SCHOMBERG, the Rev. Mr. Fos TER, and Mr. 
FEI Y the Solicitor, were alternately conſulted, 
and they ſeverally reprobated the demand as a 
ſcandalons impoſition, with which it would be 
weakneſs to comply. Doctor ScHoMBzRG, 
in particular, declared, That although he 
& had been for many ycars intimate with Foote, 
© and had ſpent. ſome of the pleaſanteſt hours 
“ of his life in his company, yet he would tell 
« him to his face, as a man, that he deſerved 
e to be run through the body for ſuch an at- 
«. tempt, It was more ignoble than the con- 
4 duct of an highwayman.” This pointed 
language, dictated, as every utterance from 
the lips of-Isaac SCHOMBERG was, by the feel- 
ings of an honourable heart, had conſiderable 
effect; but ſtill the Ducheſs dreaded the pen, 
almoſt as much as the perſonifted humour of 
Foote ; and of the powers of literary defence 
ſhe was herſelf entirely deſtitute, In this junc- 
ture of alarm, the Reverend Mr. JacxsoN, Who 
was at that time Editor of a political paper in 
ſome eſtimation with the oppoſitioniſts to the 
ruinous meaſures of Lord North, being aſked 
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his opinion of the demand made by Foote, re- 
turned this anſwer: © Inſtead of complying 
« with it, ycur Grace ſhould obtain complete 
« evidence of the menace and demand, and 
ce then conſult your Counſel] whether a proſe- 
« cution will not lie for endeavouring to extort 
money by threats. Your Grace muſt re- 
«© member the attack on the firſt Duke of Marl- 
* borough, who was endeavoured to be menaced 
into compliance by a ſtranger, who had form- 
« ed a delign either on his purſe or his inte- 
te reſt,” This anſwer ſtruck the EAR L of PR- 
TERBOROUGH, and Mr, Fosr ER, very forcibly, 
as in perfect coincidence with their own opi- 
nions. His Grace the Dukx of Ax cASTER alſo 
accorded in idea, Mr. JIAckso was then ſo- 
licited to wait on Mr. Foote; Mr. Foſter, the 
proper Chaplain of the Ducheſs, profeſſing him- 
ſelf to be too far advanced in years to enter the 
field of literary combat. Mr. JacxsoNn con- 
ſented to be the champion, on the ſubſequent 
condition, That the Ducheſs would give hk 
* honour never to retract her * £ 
& to let Foote extort from her a ſingle guinea,” 
Subſcribing to this condition, Mr. Jacxsoxn - 
waited on Mr. Foote, at his houſe in Suſſolk- 
ſtreet, adjoining the Haymarket Theatre. Af- 
ter the uſual ccremonics, Mr. Jackſon told him, 
* That he came as a friend of the Ducheſs of 
« Kingſton, 
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« Kingſton, and wiſhed to be favoured with a 
ic categorical anſwer to this queſtion, whether 
« Mr. Foote meant to publiſh the piece which 
«© the Chamberlain had refuſed to licenſe, called 
&« ATrip to Calais?“ Mr. Foote was about to 
enter into a long detail reſpecting the vaſt ex- 
pence which had been incurred, when Mr. 
Jackſon interrupted him thus: If, Sir, you 
„ mean, by informing me of the expence, to 
intimate an expectation. that the whole, or 
« any part of it, ſhould be defrayed by the 
« Ducheſs, I fairly tell you that you will find 
« yourſelf miſtaken; ſhe will not give you 
tc one guinea.” Foote endeavoured to turn this 
off by a laugh, and inſtead of replying to the 
point, he begged Mr. Jackſon would hear him 
read the letter which he had written to the Earl 
of Hertford, complaining of the hardſhip of 
prohibiting the repreſentation of a piece, merely 
_ becauſe ſome lady of quality might ſuppoſe her- 
ſelf ridiculed for pinning her ruffles awry ; and 
although there was point, wit, and brilliancy 
in it, yet it was not an anſwer to the queſtion, 
| Mr. Jackſon, therefore, finally repeated it, 
when Mr. Foote ſaid, „O, I ſhall certainly 
«« publiſh the picce, unleſs the Ducheſs will 
« confider the heavy loſs which I ſhall ſuſtain. 
« But why the devil does Iſaac Schomberg inter- 
« fere? We ſhould hunt down theſe reps of 
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« quality in couples. Beſides, LAbVY Kitty r 
c CRrocoDILE will ſuit nine, out of ten, wid ws 
& of faſhion in the kingdom. Their damned 
« tears are like a ſhower in ſunſhine, refreſhing 
ce their weeds, and making their faces look the 
ce brighter.” Mr. Jackſon, on this, wiſhed 
Mr. Foote a good morning, and was about to 
retire, when Foote put his hand on his ſhoul- 
der, and ſaid, What! and foI am to be at- 
& tacked it I publiſh The Trip to Calais.“ Mr. 
Jackſon replied, ** The publication will be an 
“ attack from you, Mr. Foote, the eſſect of 
& which, I, as the friend of the Ducheſs, will 
& do my utmoſt to prevent.“ Here the inter- 
view ended. 


Foote, however, ſtill wiſned to have matters 
compromiſed, and a meeting to take place. To 
accompliſh this, he addreſſed à letter to the 
Ducheſs, which began by ſtating, © That a 
« Member of the Privy Council, and a friend 
& of her Grace, (by whom he meant the Duke 
© of Newcaſtle) had converſed with him on the 
« ſubject of the diſpute between them; and 
6% that for himſelf he was ready to have every 
thing adjuſtgd.” This letter gave the Du- 
cheſs a triumph. There was conceſſion in every 
line. She ſent for Mr. Jackſon, Thanked him 
ten thouſand times for his interference. De- 
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clared that he had ſaved her fixteen hundred 
pounds. She ſhewed him the letter which ſhe 
had received from Foote, and defired him, in 
her name, to anſwer it, and publiſh both. This 
he declined, alledging, that a newſpaper con= 
troverſy would degrade her. She, however, 
thought otherwiſe ; and the town was amuſed 
by the following correſpondence paſſing between 
the Ducheſs, and her mimic antagoniſt : 


, To her Grace the Ducheſs of Kingſton. 


MAM, 

« A Member of the Privy Council, and a 
« friend of your Grace's, he has begged me 
e not to mention his name, but I ſuppoſe your 
« Grace will eaſily gueſs him, has juſt left me; 
« he has explained to me, what I did not con- 
6 ceive, that the publication of the ſcenes in 
« the Trip to Calais, at this juncture, with the 
« dedication and preface, might be of infinite 
ill conſequence to your affairs, 

« T really, Madam, wiſh you no ill, and 
« ſhould be forry to do you an . 


I therefore give up to that JE HE 
c what neither your Grace's offers, nor the 
« threats of your agents could obtain; the 
« ſcenes ſhall not 2 publiſhed, nor ſhall any 

thing 


1 


10 thing appear at my theatre, or from me, 
# that can hurt you; 


te Provided the attacks made on me in the 


* newſpapers, does not make it neceſſary for 
ce me to act in defence of myſelf, 


& Your Grace will therefore ſee the neceſſity 
tt of giving proper directions. 
5 have the honour to be, 
4 Your Grace's 
« Moſt devoted ſervant, 


« SAM, FOOTE,” 
North Eud, 


Sunday, Aug. 13th, 1775. 
( COPY.*) 


This letter is printed exactly from the manuſcript. 


— — — 


To Mr. FOOT E. 


i, 


« I was at dinner when I received your ill- 
«* judged letter. As there is little conſideration 
required, I ſhall ſacrifice a moment to an- 


© ſwer it. 
I « Mem- 


* Rd - l 
& — 7 —— 
3 2 
- * Ss — — 8 - N 
— Wa = os _ = - P17 = > vg 4 $ 1 OY = 
= - . 2 
— - - 
© — = 
7 =_ 


C58 J 


« A Member of your Privy Council can nes 
« yer hope to be of a lady's cabinet. 


& I know too well what is due to my own 
& dignity, to enter into a compromiſe with 
cc an extortionable aſſaſſin of private reputation, 
& If I before abhorred you for your ſlander, 
J now deſpiſe you for your conceſſions ; it is 
tc a proof of the illiberality of your ſatire, when 
« you can publiſh or ſuppreſs it as beſt ſuits the 
« needy convenience af your purſe. You firſt 
cc had the cowardly baſeneſs to draw the ſword, 
& and, if I ſheath it, until I make you crouch 
cc like the ſubſervient vaſſal as you are, then is 
« there not ſpirit in an injured woman, nar 
« meanneſs in a ſlanderous buffoon, * 


“ To a man my ſex atone wauld have ſcreen- 
« ed me from attack—but I am writing to the 
« deſcendant of a Merry Andrew, and proſti- 
* tute the term of manhood, by applying it to 
4 Mr. Foote, 


« Cloathed in my innocence as in a coat of 
cc mail, I am proof againſt an hoſt of foes; and 
« conſcious of never having intentionally of- 
tc fended a fingle individual, I doubt not but a 
„ brave and generous people will protect me 
t from the malevolence of a theatrical aſſaſſin. 

e Yau 


* 
Þ - 
, 
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t You ſhall have cauſe to remember, that 
er though I would have given liberally for the 
& relief of your neceſſities, I ſcotn to be bullied 
c into a purchaſe of your filence, 


& There is ſomething, however, in your pity 
« at which my nature revolts, To make me 
« an offer of pity, at once betrays your inſo- 
« lence and your vanity, I will keep the pity 
« you ſend until the morning before you are 
« turned off, when I will return it by a Cupid, 
« with a box of lip ſalve, and a choir of cho- 
« riſters ſhall chaunt a ſtave to your requiem. 
« E. KINGSTON. 
C King fton-Houſe, 
ce Sunday, 13th Auguſt. 


« P. S. You would have received this ſooner, 
* but the ſervant has been a long time writing 


.c6 it.“ 


(copx.) 


To the DUCHESS of KINGSTON. 


«© Mapan, 


Though I have neither time nor inclination 


to anſwer the illiberal attacks of your agents, 
yet a public correſpondence with your Grace 
is too great an honour for me to decline. I 

* can'r 8 thinking but it would have been 
12 * prudent 


*C@ Hh 


« prudent; in your Grace to have anſwered my 
ce letter before dinner, or at leaſt poſtponed it 
tg the cool hour of the morning; you would. 
« then have found that I had voluntarily grant». 
& ed that requeſt which you had endeavoured, 
by ſo many different ways, to obtain. 
88 * 
* Lord Mountſtuart, for whoſe amiable qua- 
“ lities I have the higheſt reſpect, and whoſe 
% name your agents firſt unneceſſarily produced 
„ to the public, muſt recollect, when I had 
te the honour to meet him at Kingſton Houſe, 
« > your Grace's appointment, that inftead of 
ce begging relief from your charity, I rejected 
“ your ſplendid offers to ſuppreſs the Trip to 
Calais, with the contempt they deſerved. In- 


 « deed, Madam, the humanity of my royal 


% and benevolent Maſter, and the public pro- 
ec tection, have placed me much above the 
tc reach of your bounty. 


« But why, Madam, put on your coat of 

« mail againſt me? I have no hoſtile intentions. 
« Folly, not vice, is the game I purſue. In 
* thoſe ſcenes which you ſo unaccountably 
« apply to yourſelf, you muſt obſerve, that: 
« there is not the ſlighteſt hint at the little in- 
&. cidents of your life, which have excited the- 
cc curioſity of the Grand Inqueſt for the county 
4 of 


« 
cc 


cs 


The war your Grace has done me 


cc 
cc 


cc 
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of Middleſex. I am bappy, Madam, how- 
© ever, to hear, that your robe of innocence 


is in ſuch perfect repair; I was afraid it might 
have been a little the worſe for the wearing; 


may it hold out to keep you warm ons next 


winter. 12 


the honour to give me, are, I preſume, mere- 
ly metaphorical perfons, and to be conſidered 
as the authors of my muſe, and not, of my 
manhood: a Merry Andrew and a Proſtitute 
are no bad poetical parents, eſpecially for a 
writer of plays ; the firſt to give the humour 
and mirth, the laſt to furniſh the graces and 
powers of attraction. Proſtitutes and players 
too muſt live by pleafing the public ; not 
but your Grace may have heard of ladies, 
who, by private practice, have accumulated 
amazing great fortunes. If you mean that 


I really owe my birth to that pleaſant connec- 


tion, your Grace is groſsly deceived. My 
father was, in truth, a-very uſeful Magiſtrate 
and reſpectable country gentleman, as the 
whole county of Cornwall will tell you. My 
mother, the daughterof Sir Edward Goodere, 
Bart. who repreſented the county of Here- 
ford; her fortune was large, and her morals 
irreproachable, till your Grace condeſcended 

©« to 
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- & to ſtain them; ſhe was upwards of fourfcors 


« years old when ſhe died *, and, what will ſur- 
« prize your Grace, was never married but once 
« in her life. I am obliged to your Grace for 
« your intended preſent on the day, as you po- 
« litely expreſs it, when I am to be tutned off, 
* But where will your Grace get the Cupid to 
« bring me the lip-ſalve? That family, I am 


4 afraid, has long n your ſetvice. 


c Pray, Madam , is not Jackſon the name of 
« your female confidential ſecretary ? and is 
4 not ſhe generally clothed in black  petticoats 
c made out of your weeds? 


C 


&« I fancy your Grace took the hint when you 


4 laſt reſided at Rome; you heard there, I 


ce ſuppoſe, of a certain Joan, who was once 
© elected a Pope, and, in humble imitation, 


* This mother, whom Mr. Foote thus affects to revere, 
he ſuffered to remain a priſoner for debt, within the rules of 
the King's Bench, and that at a time when he was in the 
zenith of his fame, lolled at his eaſe in an equipage, andy 
like the rich man deſcribed in the Goſpel, © fared ſumptu- 
« ouſly every day.“ His liberal allowance for her ſupport 
in confinement, was, #venty Sounds a year This is a ſact: 
let the public gake tha comment. 

“ have 


t 


8 have converted a pious Parſon into a cham- 
ce bermaid. The ſcheme is new in this coun- 
F try, and has doubtleſs its particular plea- 
& ſures. That you may never want the benefit 
te of the clergy in every emergence, is the 
e ſincere wiſh of 


« Your Grace's 
« Moſt devoted, and 


« obliged humble ſervant, | 
* SAMUEL FOOTE.” 


This farce carrying on with Foote, ſerved to 
turn, for a time, the current of thought into a 
different channel; but, it becoming neceſſary, 
in the progreſs of events, to adopt ſome ſerious 
meaſures, either with a view to evade, or meet 
the pending proſecution, the Ducheſs openly 
affected a moſt earneſt defire to have the trial, if 
poſſible, accelerated. Secretly, however, ſhe 
was employed in trying every ſtratagem, in the 
power of art to deviſe, to elude the ,, meaſures 
taken againſt her. A very favourable opportu- 
nity offered, which, had ſhe embraced it, her 
purpoſe would have been accompliſhed, The 
critical moment thus preſented itſelf, It be- 
came a matter of debate, in the Houſe of Peers, 
whether the trial of her Grace ſhould, or ſhould 

not, 
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not, be carried on in Weſtminſter Hall. The 
expence, to be incurred by the nation, was, 
by ſeveral Peers, confidered as inducing a bur- 
den wholly unneceffary, Lord MANSFIEID 
endeavoured to avail himſelf of this object ion, 
in favour of the Ducheſs, whom. it was his 
private wiſh to have ſaved from the expoſure 
of a trial, and the ignominy of what he well 
knew muſt follow, a conviction. His Lord- 


| ſhip thus delivered his fentiments ; * But the 


te arguments about the place of trial. ſuggeſt 
te to my mind a queſtion as to the propriety of 
ce any trial at all. Cui Bene? What utility is 
© to be obtained, ſuppole a conviction be the 
« reſult? The lady makes your Lordſhips a cur- 
6 tefy, and vou return a bow.” This language, 
although vehemently oppoſed by the Chancel- 


tor Barnuns r, yet conſiderably damped the 


ardor of the proſecutors. The tendency of the 
obſervation was extremely perceptible; and, 
aware of the private influence which Lord 
Mansfield had at the time, it was apprehended 
that he might ſo exert it, as to defeat, by ſome 
means or other, the purpoſe aimed at. Here, 
then, was the critical inſtant in which the Du- 
cheſs might have extricated herſelf, An hint 
was privately conveyed to her, that the ſum of 
TEN THOUSAND POUNDS would ſatisfy every ex- 
pectation, and put an end to the proſecution. 

This 


( 6s -] 


This hint was improved into an authoritative 
propoſal. The Ducheſs was entreated by her 
friends to embrace the meaſure, but through a 
fatal confidence, either in her legal adviſers, 
her own manceuvrings, or a commixture of 
both, ſhe rejected the propoſal with an air of in- 
ſult. This was folly in the extreme; and yet 
it was deſerving pity, becauſe it was folly miſ- 
guided. From Dr. CoLLIEN, the Civilian, to 
Mr. WALLAcz, the Counſel, the language uni- 
formly held was, That the Ducheſs had not 
« any thing to fear.” The late SERIEANT 
Davy, who at firſt ſaid, that“ the caſe lay in 
&« a nutſhell, and that her Grace would inevi- 
te tably be convicted,“ on being introduced to 
Kingſton Houſe, afforded the following very 
remarkable inſtance of tergiverſation. The 
Serjeant dined with the Ducheſs on a day when 
ſhe received a letter from her Counſel, Mr. 
Wallace, then at Bath, The contents reviv- 
ing her ſpirits, ſhe communicated them to the 
company, with the following conſolatory ob- 
ſervation; © My heart is now at reſt; Mr. 
« Wallace wiſhes for the trial, that he may 
« give me joy of a triumph.“ Serjeant Davy, 
on this, ſaid, © If WaLLacz knows your Grace's 
4 caſe as well as I do, he will, I am confident, 
c agree with me in opinion, I will forfeit my 
right hand as a man, and my reputation as a 
K Lawyer 
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&& „if your Grace has not leſs than no- 
« thing to fear.” The Earl of PETER BoRoOVUGH, 
after dinner, took Mr. Jacxsox, who happened 
to be of the party, aſide, and facetiouſly aſked 
him, Whether he knew the cauſe of the 
& learned Serjeant's ſudden converfion ?” Mr, 
Jacxsow pointed to an order for a fide of ve- 
niſon, and ſome excellent Madeira, which were 
to be ſent to the Serjeant's villa ; and he added, 
« That a #wenty-pound note for every viſit, were 
* arguments ſufficient to proſelyte an accom- 
&, modating mind.” 


Under all theſe aſſurances of ſafety, the 
Ducheſs aſſumed an indifference about the bu- 
fineſs, which but ill accorded with her ſituation. 


| She talked of the abſolute neceſſity of ſetting 


out for Rome; affected to have ſome material 
bufineſs to tranſact with his Holineſs the Pope; 
and ſhe took, in conſequence, every meaſure in 
her power to accelerate the trial, as if the re- 
gular pace of juſtice were not ſwift enough to 
overtake? her. She did not, however, abandon 
her manceuvring. On the contrary, at the mo- 
ment in which ſhe had claimed her privilege as 
a Peereſs, and petitioned for a ſpeedy trial, ſhe 
was buſied in a ſcheme to get hold of the prin- 
cipal evidence, Mrs. CxaDocx, and prevail on 
her to quit the kingdom. A near relation of 


this 


1 


this woman was a deliverer of penny- poſt letters. 
He was ſpoken to, and he engaged to let the 
Ducheſs have an interview with Mrs. CxA- 
DOCK ; but her Grace was to be diſguiſed, and 
to reveal herſelf only after ſome converſation, 
The ſtratagem was adopted. The Dvucness 
changed her ſex in appearance, and waited, at 
the appointed hour and place, without ſeeing 
either Mrs. Cxapock, or the perſon who had 
promiſed to effect the meeting. The fact is 
that every minutia of this buſineſs had been 
communicated to the proſecutors, who inſtruct- 
ed the letter carrier to pretend an acquieſcence 
in the ſcheme. Thus, baffled in a project which 
had a plauſible aſpect of ſucceſs, the only mea- 
ſure left was the beſt poſſible arrangement of 
matters preparatory for the trial. On the #f- 
teenth day of April, 1776, the bufineſs came on 
in Weſtminſter Hall. It was of five days * con- 


* On the fourth of theſe days, the late Lady Harrington, 
of amorous memory, being among other Peereſſes, in her 
box, was preſented by Mr. Evelyn Meadows, the real pro- 
ſecutor of the Ducheſs, with ſome flowers. Lady Harrington 
thanked him for the compliment, and, in return ſaid, ** / 
Hope in God J. Hall be able to preſent you ſhortly with * the 
Lavret.” The ſame Lady, on the firſt day of the trial, 
when the Ducheſs appeared at the bar, made uſe of this eja- 
culaion : * The Devil confound her | How brazen the coretch 
* looks!” This, from Lavy Hazxzinoton, was truly lu- 
dicrous, 

K 2 tinuance, 


68 J 
tinuance, and the principal object argued was, 
the admiſhon, or not, of a ſentence of the Spi- 
ritual Court, in a ſuit for jactitation of marriage, 
fo as to ſtop the proof of a marriage, in an in- 
dictment for polygamy *. The judges deciding 


againſt the admiſſion of ſuch a ſentence, in bar 
to 


* This was the point on which reſted the u hole of the 
caſe. The ſentence of the Eccleſiaſtical Court, was the 
only thing which could be offered, on the part of the Du- 
cheſs, as a plea in bar to evidence. If it were admiſſible in 
this ſhape, there remained a doubt, how far ſuch a ſentence 
ought to be of any validity, provided it had been colluſively 
obtained. To have both theſe particulars reſolved into a 
certainty, the two following queſtions were ſubmitted to the 
Judges, for their opinion : 


Fil. „Whether a ſentence of the Spiritual Court, 
« againſt a marriage, in a ſuit for jactitation of marriage, 
« js concluſive evidence ſo as to ſtop the Counſel for the 
Crown from proving the ſaid marriage, in an indictment 
„ for polygamy ?” 


Second. Whether, admitting ſuch ſentence to be con- 

“ cluſive upon ſuch indictment, the Counſel for the Crown 

% may be admitted to avoid the effect of ſuch ſentence, by 

<4. proving the ſame to have been obtained by fraud, or 
« colluſion ?” 


The decifion of the Judges, on both theſe queſtions, was 
ſubſtantially as followeth. To the e point propounded, 
the anſwer was, That the ground of the judicial powers 


« poſſeſſed by the Eccleſiaſtical Courts, is merely of a ſpi- 
* ritual 


— 69 J 


to evidence, the fact of the two marriages was 
moſt clearly proved, and a conviction, of courſe, 
followed. 


& ritual conſideration, pro correctione morum, et pro ſalute 
* animæ; for the correction of morals, and for the ſalvation 
« of the ſoul. But the great object of temporal juriſdiction 
„ is, the public peace, and crimes againſt the public peace 
„are wholly, and in all their parts, of temporal cogni- 
4 zance—alone, The temporal courts alone can expound 
© the law, and judge of the crimes, and its.proofs ; in do- 
« ing ſo, they mult ſee with their own eyes, and try by 
% their own rules, that is, by the Common Law of the 
* land. Beſides, a ſentence in a cauſe of jactitation, has 
« only a negative, and a qualified effect. It pronounceth, 
that the party boaſting of a marriage, has failed in his 
proof, and that the libellent is free from all matrimonial 
contract, as far as yet appears; leaving it open to new 
& proofs of the ſame marriage, in the ſame cauſe, or to any 
„ proofs of that or any other marriage, in another cauſe ; 
© and if ſuch ſentence is no plea to a new ſuit there, and 
« doth not conclude the Court which pronounceth, it can- 
© not conclude a Court, which receives the ſentence, from 
going into new proofs to make out that, or any other mar- 
„ riage, So that, admitting the ſentence in its full extent 
« and import, it only proves, that it did not yet appear that 
«< the parties were married, and not that they were not mar- 
« ried at all: and by the rule laid down by Lord Chief 
% Juſtice Holt, ſuch ſentence can be no proof of any thing 
to be inferred by argument from it; and, therefore, it 
« js not to be inferred, that there was no marriage, at any 
<< time or plagg, becauſe the Court had not then ſufficient 
„evidence to prove a marriage at a particular time and 


« place, That ſentence and this judgment may ſtand well 
together, 
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followed *. The Ducheſs was on her trial at- 
tended by Mrs. EGERTOx, whoſe huſband was 
of 


4 together, and both propoſitions be equally true: It may be 


& true, that the Spiritual Court had not then ſufficient proof of 
« the marriage ſpecified ; and, that your Lordſhips may now, 
„ unfortunately, find ſufficient proof of ſome marriage.” 


To the ſecond point propounded, the Judges reſted their 
opinion on the ſubſequent, among other forcible reaſons. 
% But, if the ſentence were direct, and deciſive on the point, 
4% and as it lands, to be admitted as eoncluſive evidence on 
& the Court, and not to be impeached from within; yet» 
like all other acts of the higheſt judicial authority, it is 
% impeachable from without; although it be not permitted 
& to ſhew that the Court was mifaken, it may be ſhewn that 
„they were miſled. Fraud is an extrinſic collateral act, which 
« yitiates the moſt ſolemn proceedings of Courts of Juſtice, 
& Lord Coke ſays, it avoids all judicial acts, ecclefiaſtical or 
« temporal. Co/lufion, being a matter extrinſic of the cauſe, 
% may be imputed by a ſtranger, and tried by a, Jury, and 
„determined by the Courts of Temporal Juriſdiction. 
« We (the Judges) are, therefore, unanimouſly of opinion: 


\ Firfl, * That a ſentence in the Spiritual Court againſt a 
marriage, in a ſuit of jactitation of marriage, is not con- 
& cluſſve evidence, ſo as to ſtop the Counſel for the Crown 


ö « proving the marriage, in an indictment for polygamy. 


« But, /econdly, admitting ſuch ſentence to be conclufive 
upon ſuch indiftment, the Counſel for the Crown may be 
„admitted to avoid the effect of ſuch ſentence, by proving 
&« the ſame to have been obtained by frard or collufion.” 


* The Ducheſs being called to the bar, and informed of 
her conviction, by the Lord High Steward, ſhe delivered a 


paper, 


1 


of the Bridgewater family; Mrs. BAR RING - 
rox, widow of General Barrington, a brother 
of the Peer of that name; the late Doctor 
Isaac ScfoMBERG, and the preſent Doctor 
WARREN. One extraordinary method the 
Ducheſs took to ſuſtain her ſpirits ; which was, 
to loſe a certain quantity of blood almoſt every 


* 

paper, praying the benefit of the peerage, according to the 
Statutes, On which, the preſent Chancellor, then Attorney 
General, diſplayed his commanding powers, in a ſpeech re- 
plete with legal learning, and directed to demonſtrate, * That 
« a Peereſs, convicted as the priſoner had been, could, on 
„no other grounds, avoid Judgment of Death, but by claim. 
« ing the benefits of the Statute of the Third and Fourth of 
% William and Mary ; which left her in a condition to be 
& burnt in the hand, or impriſoned.” This occaſioned the 
following queſtion to be ſubmitted to the Judges : 


© Whether a Peereſs convicted by her Peers, of a cler- 
„% gyable felony, is by law entitled to the benefit of the 
« Statutes, ſo as to excuſe her from capital puniſhment, 
« without being burnt in the hand, or being liable to any 
„ impriſonment ?” 


The Lord Chief Baron of the Court of Exchequer, having 
conferred with the reſt of the Judges preſent, delivered their 
unanimous opinion upon the ſaid queſtion, affigning alſo - 
his reaſons. The opinion was, That a Peereſ5 convicted 
« ofa clergyable felony, praying the benefit of the Statute, 
« the fff of Edward VIth, is not only excuſed from capi- 
tal puniſhment, but ought to be immediately diſcharged, 
« without being burnt in the hand, or liable to any impriſon- 
«© ment,” 


time 


9 3 


time in which ſhe was ordered to withdraw from 
the bar. 


The ſolemn buſineſs being concluded, the 
proſecutors had a plan in embryo to confine the 
Counteſs of Br1sToL (for ſo, after conviction, 
| ſhe in reality was) to this country; and to have 
her deprived of her perſonal property: A writ of 
* Ne exeat reguo” was preparing, of which the 
Lady received private notice, and being adviſed 
inſtantaneouſly to leave the kingdom, ſhe 
cauſed her carriage to be driven about the moſt 
public ſtreets of the metropolis ; invited a ſelect 
party to dine at Kingſton Houſe, the better to 
cover her deſign; while, in an hired poſt-chaiſe, 
ſhe travelled to Dover. Mr. Harvpixs, the 
Captain of her yacht, was there, and he con- 
veyed her in the firſt open boat rhat could be pro- 
cured, to Calais. The Hotel d Angleterre, was 
choſen as the place of reſidence, and, on her 
Grace entering the Court- yard, Monſ. DESssEIx 
received her with more complaiſance than cor- 
diality; for, in France, the conviction was un- 
derſtood to have deprived her of all her poſ- 
ſeſſions, real and perſonal. DEsszix, there- 
fore, indicated his pity of her fate by a ſſgni- 
ficant ſhrug of his ſhoulders. He was“ highly 
& honoured in the choice ſhe had made of his 
* hotel ; but, Mon Dieu ! Ho unfortunate it 

© was, 


Cox 
«* was, that he could not accommodate her with 
te a ſuite of rooms ! Had he only been apptiſed 
ce of her intention to do him the favour! Now, 


oy fingle + pared was all the nen 
ce tion in his power. 92 


She was fatigued in body ànd mind: Reit, 
therefore, even in a room on the attic, ſtory, 
would have been the moſt welcome ſolacer in 


the bounty of Heaven to beſtow. 


While the Dvenkss, for ſo ſhe muſt b be Rar 
ſtyled for the ſake of uniformity /in the narra- 
tive, was retired, DEssEIN 9 means to 
inveſtigate the ſtate of her finances, and being 
informed that ſhe was till in the receipt of her. 
eſtates, he, the morning after her arrival, 
brightened up his features, and was the hap- 
pieſt being on earth to acquaint her, that“ the 
company who had occupied apartments ſuita- 
ple in every reſpect pour Madame la Duc heſſe, 
* were gone to Paris, and conſequently, they 
c were devoted to her uſe, if the ſhould ſo 
« pleaſe.” This obei/ance anſwered Dxssxix' 8 
purpoſe. She remained at his hotel long enough 
to lend him a thouſand pounds, when, being her 
debtor, he complained of her parſimony, and 
compelled her, by diſreſpe&tul treatment, to 
ſeek another abode. The money lent DEsskix 
is not wholly repaid at this hour. The only 
accommodationwhich the Dveness could ever 

OY L | obtain 
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obtain was, to take the demand out in fire-wood. 
If a pun be excuſable, this was a u ſhame 
in Mpnheye Dani. 


As Teaieg juſtly obſerveth, © They manage 
te theſe things better in France.” The politeſſe 
of our Gallic neighbours is certainly a moſt 
powertul aid to their projects. Monſieur DEs- 
seix has that happy compoſure of features, 
bows ſo reſpectfully, and is, apparently, ſo 
much the devoted humble ſervant of every 
body, that it is not ſurprizing he ſhould have 
wormed himſelf into the general favour of 
Engliſh travellers. The Ducheſs, with all her 
pretenſions to the gift of penetrating characters, 
was groſsly duped by the keeper of her Hotel; 
yet was the impoſition ſo ſmoothly effected, 
that DESsEIx and her Grace never rencountered 
each other without parting the deareſt friends 
in the world; ſhe, with a gracious. inclination 
of her head, only requeſting it as a favour that 
more fire-wood might be ſent in to leſſen her 
demand ; and he, with a ſemi-circular bow of 
| his body aſſuring her that a Magazine was at her 
command, This reciprocity af deceit was, 
practiſed whenever Calais became the occaſional, 
or the ſtationary reſidence, of the Ducheſs ; 
and it being foreſeen. that ſuch reſidence would 
be frequent, an. habitation, affording ſome de- 


gree of comfort, was ſought for, and obtained. 
M.onſ. 


. S——— _ ” 1 V W424 | 1 »” 


„ 

Monſ. Cocovz * had formerly held a con. 
manding poſt at Calais; he was in conſtitution, 
habits, and appearance, an Engliſhman. The 
habits of our country he had acquired by re- 
fiding ſome time among us, and, during that 
refidence, he had mixed with the firſt circles. 
The old Marquis of GxAnzY had been his 
intimate friend and aſſociate. When the Duc 
cheſs fled to Calais, Cocove was ſequeſtered at 
a little paternal ſeat within a few miles; re- 
ſtricted to that, as his place of reſidence, con» 
formable to the uſage of France with reſpect to 
perſons of landed property who are involved. 
Cocove had an houſe in Calais, which his 
wife and family, amounting to three ſons,” and 
four daughters, occupied. The Ducheſs 
treated for the purchaſe of this houſe, and it 
was agreed to be fold her for one thouſand 


* This Gentleman was for many years, Nene of 
CALA1s; and, the only fault ever imputed to him, in that 
honourable ſtation, was, too great a partiality for the Engliſh. 
If there were to be a favour extended to any individual of our 
nation, the Prefident of Calais was ſure to accompany that 
favour by ſome act of liberality originating from himſelf. 
Moxstzukx Cocove died at his country ſeat, which is 
ſituated at a little diſtance from Calais, between that place 
and St. Omer; leaving a widow who had been the 56, of 


<vives, and an amiable progeny who enly contended in a 


virtuous ſtruggle, who moſt ſhould promote the happineſs 
of the be, of mothers, This lady is fince dead. The off 
ſpring are living, and univerſally admired for their amiabi- 
lities of mind and perſon. 
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pounds, with permiſſion to the family to oe- 
cupꝝy one ſide of the quadrangle. The Ducheſs 
took 2 and, as her ordinary cuſtom 
was, Ihe began to pull the greateſt, part of the 
old manſion about her ears, threw out a room 
with a bow window, which prqjected over the 
priuies belonging to the ſoldiers' barracks; and 


that her viſitors might only indulge a ſtanding 


poſture, this ſaloon, as ſhe called it, was leſt 
without a chair. The Cocove family next en- 
gaged her attention, and before ſhe had ſeen the 
half of them, ſhe promiſed to make them all 
happy. The girls ſhe aſtoniſhed with a fight 
of her diamonds, and her wardrobe ; with the 
boys ſhe converſed about the heroic deeds of 
her great · grandfather, throwing in occaſional 
hints, that commiſſions in the army would be 
comfortable things, and particularly in the 
« French ſervice, which was ſo highly ho- 
« nourable under the reigning Monarch, for 


% whom ſhe had a prodigious regard. She 


% loved the King of France, and ſhe was very 
ec confident he had a regard for her,” Sans 
cc doubte, Madame la Ducheſſe ; le Roi connus 
c gien.“ © Yes—your King knows I love 
© him. I have given a proof of it in pre. 


E . ferring to ſpend my fortune in his country, 


ce although my dear friend, the King of Pruſſia, 
e has given me the warmeſt invitation to reſide 
& at Berlin. This ſincere veneration for the 

| Gallic 
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Gallic Monarch would, with equal ſincerity, 
have been transferred to the Cham of Tartary, 
if his dominion had been the choſen place of 


refuge. 


As it was the lot of the Ducheſs to be per- 


petually on the remove, ſome incidents had 


happeued at Rome, of which ſhe received ad- 
vice, which rendered it neceſſary for her once 
more to viſit that renowned city. In the Pub- 
lic Bank ſhe had depoſited her plate for ſafety, 
when the ſet out for England; and in her pa- 
lace ſhe had left a renegade Spaniſh Friar, and 
an Engliſh girl, whom ſhe had carried to Ita- 
ly, on her laſt expedition. The girl was hand- 
ſome, and had a ſenſe of prudence, aided by 
that prejudice againſt foreigners, which the 
lower orders of this, and of moſt other coun- 
tries, poſſeſs. A CAR DIN AL, who, for the ho- 
nour of the Holy See, ſhall be nameleſs, had 
frequently laid afide the pomp and ſanctity of 
Spirituals, betraying a {horn in the fleſb, ſtiled by 
St. Paul the ©* Meſſenger of Satan,” with the buf- 
fetings of which his Eminence was well-acquaint- 
ed. His viſits to the palace of the Ducheſs 
were frequent ; the pretence always was, a ſome- 
thing particular to communicate to her Grace, 
and a conſequent inquiſitiveneſs about her re- 
turn. The Friar, however, ſmoked the Car- 
DINAL, and the Cardinal, in return, was jea- 

| lous 
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lous of the Friar, The poor girl, who under- 


ſtood not a ſyllable of any other language than 
that of her country, found herſelf extremely 
embarraſſed. The Faiar knew Engliſhenough 
for an ordinary converſation, and, in the true 


ſtyle of a ghoſtly adviſer, he cautioned the girl 
-againſt the deſigns of the Cardinal. Whether 
from real diſlike, or from the not being able to 
have a verbal intercourſe, the overtures of the 
Cardinal were rejected, and whenever he came 
to the palace, ſhe left him, if his Eminence ſo 


pleaſed, to make love to the Friar, Thus get- 


ting rid of a rival, the Friar plied his arts fo 
ſucceſsfully, as to occafion one bed to be the 


only neceſſary convenience for the two inmates . 
of the palace to ſleep in. Having accompliſh- 
ed this end, the Friar deemed it a pity that 


ſuch of the moveables as were eafily portable, 
ſhould remain in an uſeleſs ſtate; converted 


into caſh, they might circulate to the benefit 
of ſociety. Under an impreſſion ſo charitable to 
the world, he walked off with what he could 


carry, beſide diſpoſing of quantities of articles 


to different purchaſers. The poor girl was only 
left with a conſolation, that what ſhe had read 


in the Bible about © Increaſe and multiply,” was 


likely to be fulfilled by her. It was of theſe 
tranſactions the Ducheſs was informed by let- 
ters. The neceſſity of her immediate journey- 


ing to Rome was urgent, and ſhe ſet out as 


ſoon 
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Puring her travel, an illneſs excepted, not 
any particular oceurrence happened, On her 
arrival being known, CAR DIN AL AL BAN waited 
on ber, to whom ſhe communicated the par- 
ticulars of the behaviour of the Friar, prudent- 
ly reſerving the circumftance of the attack 
made by one of the Cardinal's brotherhood, on 
the chaſtity of the girl. Her fituation was not 
the preſent object of thought. The queſtion 
was, how the property embezzled by the Friar 
could be re · obtained? The girl ſobbed, ſhed 
tears in abundance, on her knees intreated for- 
giveneſs; ; but, with all this ſubmiſſive peni- 
tence, ſhe could ſearcely obtain the attention of 
a moment. You muſt have known the Friar 
broke open the eſcrutore, Where are the 
* candleſticks? What l is all the linen gone? 
* By the living God he has ſtripped the palace!“ 
The girl, whoſe thriving fituation, wholly en- 
groſſed her thoughts, ſtill preſſed her ſuit.— 
& Indeed, your Grace, I did not conſent— 
5 I was, faſt afleep- when the Friar came 
© into my room. He took bold——"—« 1 
« wiſh he had hold of you this moment, and 
5% that you were both in the gallies. What is 
all your nonſenſe to my property? Could nat 
* you play the fool together, without ſtripping 

« me? 
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c me? The diamond buckle of my dear Lord 
«© Duke! The devil confound the villain ! Go 
along, like a huſſey as you are. Stay—T'll - 
have you puniſhed, unleſs you find the raſ- 
& cally Friar.” Here a meſſage of condolance 
from his Holineſs was notified, and the meſſen- 


ger being ordered in, the ſtyle was thus varied 
—© What I have loſt is of confiderable value; 


* © but, to take advantage of a poor innocent 
& young creature, is more diſtreſsfpl to me 


& than the trifles he has taken, My dearef 
« Lord left me an ample fortune, and I wiſh to 
© make others happy with it. This unfortu- 
tc nate girl I took from a child, and meant to 
* have provided for her as a mother, I for- 
“ give her, poor thing! My moſt humble and 
« dutiful reſpects to his Holineſs. Helas ? 
« ag] when I think on my troubles, they 
* almoſt overwhelm me. With my dear Duke 
*« [tears] every happineſs was buried. But God 
« is all- ſufficient. His Holineſs knows not 
« how I have been perſecuted ; but I forgive 


my perfecutors. Poor Belliſarius ! how un- 


« generouſly was he treated ! I —_ thought 
© of him during my perſecution.” The meſ- 
ſenger retiring, the inqueſt as to what were loſt, 
and the probability of recovery, were inſtantly 
refumed ; until all hope of re-obtaining the ya- 
Ivables becoming viſionary, to get the plate 
out of the public bank, and tranſport it ſafely 

from 


„„ 


from Italy, was the ſole object of negociation, 
in which the Ducheſs proving ſucceſsful, ſhe, 
returned to Calais, and the tobbery of the Friar 
became one of her ordinary tales. 


On the return of the Ducheſs from Rome, 
the expeditious communication between Calais 
and England afforded the earlieſt intelligence 
ſhe eould wiſh relative to the proceedings of 
her opponents. Their buſineſs was now, if 
poſſible, to ſet aſide the will of the Duke of 
Kingſton, There was not a probability of their 
ſucceeding in the attempt, but till the attempt 
was to be made. This kept alive the appre- 
henfion of danger in the mind of the Ducheſs ; 
and fo long as that apprehenſion ſubſiſted, it was 
neceſſary, in policy, to affect a particular regard 
for certain perſons in England, who had the ap- 
parent power of rendering a ſervice. The late 
Sir Gzokct Have was at that time Dean of 
the AxchEs. Not more from the eminence of 
bis ſituation than from the ſplendor of his abi- 
lities, his rank was high in the public eſteem. 
Doctor Isaac SCHOMBERG had been a cotempo- 
rary with Sir George at Merchant Taylor's ſe- 
minary. Through life they loved each other. 
The opinion of Sir George, as to the impeach- 
ability of the Duke of Kingſton's will, was fre- 
quently wanted; and through the intermedi- 
ation of Doctor Schomberg, this was obtained. 

M SIT 
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Sir George Haye from the firſt ridiculed the 
attempt to ſet aſide the will as a futility. Schom- 
berg, however, det. ous of obtaining the fulleſt 
confirmation of the caſe, preſſed Sir George to 
dictate a few lines on the ſubject, in a letter 
which he propoſed to ſend to the Ducheſs.— 
“ Well, Iſaac, (ſaid Sir George) I will. Let 
* the Ducheſs defire her common lawyers to at- 
e tack the rocł of Gibraltar.” Schomberg, on 
this, cauſed every conſolatory aſſurance to be 
tranſmitted to the Ducheſs. She received it, 
and profeſſed every feeling which gratitude 
could inſpire. © Doctor ScHoMBERG was an 
6 honourable character! too honourable for 
ce this world! The counterpart of her dear 
t Lord in nobleneſs of ſoul! She wiſhed ſhe 
* could make him happy !” As a ſplendid re- 
turn for his real anxiety to have her mind at 
eaſe, this was the gracious manner of her pro- 
cedure : 


One morning Doctor ScHOMBERG was wait- 
ed on at his apartments in Conduit-ſtrect, and 
a preſent from the Ducheſs of Kingſton was 
delivered him. This preſent was a ring, bril- 
liantly encircled, the ſtone a deep blue, and 
the words “ Pour PAmitie,” on the ſtone. The 
intrinſic value was never once confidered by 
Schomberg, it was the preſumeable tribute of 


gratitude which affected his mind. He wore 
the 


tt WI 


the ring, and, in almoſt every company, pro- 
claimed the donor. But a ſhort portion of time 
elapſed, before one of the brilliants in the 
word“ Amitie” fell out, as if the very men- 
tion of friendſhip by the Ducheſs, were ſuffi» 
cient to render the term fragile ; to have a 
ſubſtitute replaced, a Jeweller was ſent for. 
When he came, he looked firſt at the ring, 
then at Doctor Schomberg, and, on being 
aſked, ** When he could do what was ne- 
&« ceffary ?” the Jeweller anſwered, I hope 
« you will not be offended, Sir, but it is 
© really not worth your while to have any 
e thing done; the middle ſtone is a compoſi- 
« tion, and the whole did not coſt more, in 
« Paris, than fix and thirty ſhillings!” © Is 
tc that the caſe,” ſaid the Doctor, then I will 
© ſoon diſpoſe of it.” He firſt trampled the 
contemptible bauble under his feet, then flung 
it out of the window, ſaying, © There goes No- 
ce bility.” 


Previous to her trial, the Dvcntss had 
formed a deſign to viſit Peterſburgh. A ſhip 
had been built for her, containing every ſplen- 
did accommodation, There was a drawing- 
room, a dining- parlour, kitchen, and other 
conveniences. This ſhip attracted, as may be 
ſuppoſed, general obſervation ; and the Ruſſian 
Ambaſſador being given to underſtand that the 
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whole had been intended as a conveyance of the 
Ducheſs, on a viſit to ſo auguſt a ſovereign as 
the Empreſs of Ruſſia, the politefle of Courts 
compelled an acknowledgment, on his part, 
that the compliment would be graciouſly te- 
ceived. But there was ſomething more than 
the mere compliment of a viſit. Her Grace had 
ſome pictures, of eonfiderable value, which 
devolved to. her on the demiſe of the Duke, 
Theſe ſhe had offered as a preſent to the Em- 
preſs, who had deigned to accept them. The 
fhipping them for Peterſburgh, that they 
might be conveyed from where they ought to 
have remained, to whither they ſhould not 
have been ſent, had occaſioned as many con- 
ferences between the Ducheſs and the Ruſſian 
Ambaſſador, as would have been requifite to 
adjuſt the differences of Europe. At laſt, how- 
ever, a cargo of pictures, and other valuable 
articles, cleared the river, and arrived ſafe at 
Peterſburgh. The Empreſs diſpoſed of them 
as accorded with her fancy, and her Ambaſſa- 
dor was charged, in her name, to notify her 
pleaſure. The Ducheſs, in this, was a copyiſt 
of the Eaſtern cuſtoms. Her preſence was ac- 
companied by a preſent, the better to enſure a 
favourable reception. 


To convey her Graze to Peterſburgh, the 
ſhip which had bcen built for the purpoſe, was 
ordered 
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ordered to Calais. It arrived there, and Harp- 
1NG, the commander of her yacht, was conſi- 
dered as the Captain. In that capacity he ſuper- 
intended the preparations, and did every thing 
requiſite in a man of honeſty, An obltruction, 
however, aroſe, and that of a ſerious nature: 
the American war ſubſiſted. Under what cos 
Jours ſhould the Ducheſs ſail, ſo as to be the 
ſureſt of protection? CunnixGnam, “ an Ame- 
rican marine adventurer, had juſt taken one of 
the Holland packets. Doctor FzAxKLIN, then 
at Paris, was ſurrounded by a ſwarm of his 
countrymen, who only wiſhed for commiſhons 
to rove about the Channel, The intention of 
the Ducheſs to embark, could not be ſecreted, 
nor the time of her failing. The capture of her 
ſhip, was confidered as an cnterprize worthy 
adoption. It was ſuppoſed, that any ſum de- 
manded, would be paid for her ranſom. Ap- 
priſed that ſuch idea prevailed, the Ducheſs ap- 
plied, by letter, to the French Miniſter, ſoli- 
citing protection under the colours of France. 


* This man was merely an inſtrument. The project of 
capturing the Packet, was ſuggeſted by a Mr. Carmichael, 
an American aſſiſtant to Doctor Frankilin, and afterwards 
Charges des Afaires,” from the United States, at Madrid. 
The packet which Cunningham was directed to take, had 
a quantity of ſpecie on board. Cunningham, by an Iriſh 
blunder, let that packet eſcape, and captured another which 


had only a cargoe of paſſengers. Thus the object was de- 
leatgd.” 


Her 
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Her requeſt being granted, Captain Harvixg 
was informed of her intentions to koiſt the 
French flag, and have her ſhip manned by 
French ſailors. He had ſerved in the Britiſh 
navy, had diſtinguiſhed himſelf in action, and 
could not reliſh the meaſure. The Ducheſs 
ſoothed him, and he complied with reluctance. 
French ſailors were then procured, but no ſooner 
were they engaged for the voyage, than they 
threw an obſtacle in the way. They would only 
be commanded by a French captain. There 
was not an alternative. One Le Fevre offered, 
and was accepted; but his acceptance and no- 
mination rendered the ſituation of HARDING 
too mortifying to be endured; in conſequence 
of which he reſigned his employ under the 
Ducheſs, quitted Calais, for Dover, where his 
family reſided, and did not long ſurvive, hat 
he felt as an infult, conſidering the fidelity with 
which he had difcharged his duty to the Du- 
cheſs. He it was who had been entruſted to 
convey her perſonal property, of the greateſt 
value, out of England, and afterwards from 
Rome; his final reward was, to have the maſter 
of a j/hing boat appointed his Captain, 


Oa her propoſed voyage to Peterſburgh, the 
Ducheſs was to be accompanied by ſeveral 
perſons, beſides domeſtics, who were collec» 


tively to form a ſuite proper for an exalted per- 
ſonage, 


19 


ſonage, about to viſit a ſovereign power. The 
arrangement of this ſuite depending, of courſe, 
on the will of the Ducheſs, a whimſical aſſem- 
blage of characters were blended. The Cap- 
tain and Sailors of the ſhip being Frenchmen 
and Roman Catholics, a Chaplain of their lan- 
guage and perſuaſion was required, to per- 
form the pious offices neceſſary for the welfare 
of their ſouls. To be ſupplied in this particu- 
lar, the Ducheſs diſpatched a letter to Paris, 
ſoliciting a Lady to recommend an Ecclefiaſtic, 
proper for the purpoſe. Among the different 
orders it was not a difficult matter to meet 
with a Prieſt of the Order of Neceſſity ; and, it 
being probable that ſuch an one only would em- 
bark on ſo fingular an expedition, the choice 
fell on Monfieur L'Abbe Szcuaxd *®. Highly 
flattered by his appointment, a meſſenger was 
diſpatched to Calais, with information that the 


This gentleman, after ſcrambling his way, as it were, 
from Peterſburgh to France, ſoon afterwards came to London, 
and now reſides in the vicinity. His claim on the Ducheſs, 
like that of moſt other perſons who had the meritorious pre- 
tenſion of relying on her promiſes, is not yet ſettled, and 
moſt probably it never will. When preſſed to adjuſt it, ſhe 
always aſſerted that ſhe had paid him; but, he put the mat- 
ter fairly to iſſue, by ſaying, that if ſhe could produce a 
voucher for the payment of a ſingle /ozs, he would abandon 
his demand. This ſhe was not able to do. 
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Abbe would ſet out for that place immediately, 
The Ducheſs, to whom a new face, and a novel 
adventure, afforded great delight, received the 
glad tidings with a joyful countenance ; im- 
parting to every viſitor the elevated ideas ſhe 
had formed of a perſon, whom /e bad never 
ſeen, and, for whoſe tranſcendent abilities ſhe 
vouched, in a moſt authoritative ſtyle, without 
being morally certain that his mental endow- 
ments exceeded thoſe of a common mechanic. 
At laſt, Monſieur I Abbe arrived; for the ſake 
of convenience, not much troubled with bag- 
gage, the Diligence being his carriage, and a 
violin his travelling companion. As this gen- 
tleman had the care of the ſouls of the Captain 
and mariners committed to his charge, to Mr, 
Foſter was entruſted the direction of the Ducheſs 
in ſpirituals. Two women, as attendants, a 
coachman at ſea, and a footman in @ cabbin, com- 
pleated the marine ſuite, with which the Ducheſs 
ſailed for Peterſburgh. To ſay that ſhe was 
groſsly flattered on undertaking the expedition, 
would only be ſaying, that ſhe was ſuppoſed to 
abound in wealth; for where is the rich without 
a flatterer? The voyage of the Ducheſs was 
compared to the expedition of Cleopatra; a 
Marc Anthony only was wanting to render the 
compariſon perfect, 


Favoured 


b 89 1 
Favoured by a wind which blew as the wiſhes 
of the Ducheſs inclined, ſhe arrived at Elfinenr- 
in twelve days from the time of her leaving Ca- 
lais ; and, delaying as little as circumſtances 
would permit, on her paſſage, ſhe ſoon reached 
Peterſburgh. Her arrival being announced, 
her reception was certainly favourable *, the 
| Empreſs 


This favourable reception was cauſed by various con- 
comitant circumſtances, To be received, if poſſible, by 
fome crowned Head, was an object defirable, as the only 
means of telieving the Ducheſs from the marked diſgrace 
which her trial and conviction had affixed on her; The 
Court of Ruſſia was choſen as the moit diſtant ; as the leſs 
likely to have the real character of the lady bared to inſpec- 
tion; and where conſiderable preſents of pictures would be 
more acceptable to the Sovereign, in proportion as the arts 
were in a leſs advanced ſtate of perfection. Accordingly; 
not only the Empreſs; but perſonages of the greateſt in- 
fluence, were complimented by the Ducheſs, One inſtance 
and an anecdote accompanying it, will exemplify the views 
and liberality of the donor. 

Count Chernichoſf was repreſented to the Ducheſs as an ex- 
alted character, to whom ſhe ought, in policy, to pay her 
particular devoirs; She felt the force of the repreſentation, 
and ſent him vo pictures. As little ſkilled in painting, as 
in mufic, ſhe was a total ſtranger to the value of theſe pieces; 
They happened to be originals, by Raphael, and Claude 
Lorrain The Count was ſoon apprized of this; and an 
the arrival of the Ducheſs at Peterſburgh, he waited on 
her Grace; profeffed his thankfulneſs for the preſent, 
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Empreſs diſpenſed with public forms, the in- 
terview between her Majeſty and the Ducheſs 
being at the country palace, appropriated to 
the purpoſes of ſeclufion. The novelty of an 
Engliſh /ady, braving the billows of the Baltic, 
and defying, as it were, the boiſterous elements 
of the North, to pay a compliment to the reign- 
ing Sovereigneſs, excited admiration in many, 


_ curioſity in all. This very curiofity and admi- 


ration were ſufficient for the Ducheſs ; gratify- 


at the ſame time aſſuring the Ducheſs, 4 That the pics 
« tures were eſtimated at a value, in Ruſſian money, 
« amounting to ten thouſand pornds Engliſh.” The Du- 
cheſs, who the moment before he let this ſecret eſcape 
from his lips, had arranged her features with a ſmile of com- 
placency, inſtantly changed colour, and could, with the ut» 
moſt difficulty, veil her chagrin. She told the Count, that 
„ ſhe had other pictures, which ſhe ſhould conſider as an ho 
„ nour were he to accept them. That the two paintings in 
„his poſſeſſion, were particularly the favourites of her de- 
& parted Lord; but that the Count was extremely gracious 
6 in permitting them to occupy a ſpace in his palace, until 
& her manſion was properly prepared for-decoration.” This 
manceuvre did not ſucceed. The Count has the pictures at 
this moment; and the Ducheſs, in her 4v:/}, has actually in- 
troduced an hifory of the manner in which they became poſ- 
ſeſſed by Count Chernichoff; referring, at the ſame time, to 
the teſtimony of a Mr. Moreau, in proof of the paintings 
having been only committed to the care of the Count, in 
truſt, Here is a trait, and a ſingular one it is, ſufficient to 
mark the character of the heroine whoſe narrative is the 
ſubject of theſe pages. 


ing 
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ing her vanity, they compenſated her toils. 
Still more. The Empreſs aſſigned a manſion 
for her reſidence. Her ſhip was commanded 
under the Government care ; and an hurricane 
ariſing which occafioned it to ſuffer conſiderable 
damage, it was repaired by expreſs order of the 
Empreſs. Here was happineſs, if happineſs 
for a mind at variance with itſelf, could be 
found on earth. Yet, this marked favour of 
the Empreſs could not entirely ſatisfy the Du- 
cheſs. She was, and ſhe felt herſelf to be an 
alien. The Engliſh Ambaſſador could only be 


complaiſant to her in private *. She, therefore, 


began to inquire, whether poſſeſſion might not 
entitle her to command that reſpect, for which, 
at preſent, ſhe was merely an eleemoſynary debtor. 
There are ladies at the Court of Peterſburgh, 
who wear the picture of the Empreſs, as the en- 


* At that time Sir James Harris; who, becauſe only ex- 
ternally civil, the Ducheſs affected to contemn, for the par- 
fimonious manner in which he entertained the factory. Lady 
Harris did not, of courſe, eſcape an oblique cenſure, when 


opportunity of caſting it occurrred. Sir James, at the 


Court of Peterſburgh, was in high eſtimation, That, as an 
able repreſentative of Sovereign power, and a profound po- 
litician, he merited eſteem, his late conduR, as Ambaſſador 
to the United States of Holland, hath abundantly evidenced. 
By being ennobled, he hath only obtained the honours he 
deſerved, 
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fign of an order. The Ducheſs was flattered, 
that landed property only was wanting to intro- 
duce her as one of this order. The Empreſs 
was her friend ; what other intereſt could ſhe 
defire ? The hint was ſufficient. She purchaſed 
an eſtate near Peterſburgh, for about weve thou- 
fand pounds; gave it the name of Chudleigh, and, 
having executed her part of the agreement, 
which always was to pay, and leave others to 
enjoy, ſhe puſhed her intereſt to be honoured 
with the order. The anſwer to her application 
for ever blaſted her hopes. It was an invariable 
rule that foreigners could not be admitted. — 
What was to be done with the eſtate? Beſide 
catching fiſh, and cutting down wood, it pro- 


miſed not to turn to any advantageous account. 


The Ducheſs, however, ever diſpoſed to be 
miſled when flattered by following her own in- 
clination, was induced to believe, that a fortune, 
which ſhe did not want, might be obtained by 
a means which ſhe had not occaſion to uſe, which 
was, the erection of works for making BRANDY. 
This was a whimfical tranfition of ideas, and 
ſuch as could not eaſily be reconciled by an or- 
dinary mind, A diſtiller of ſpirits, inſtead of 
the wearer of a pendent order of the picture of 
an Empreſs! 7 
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This diſappointment in ambition, and, a final 
diſlike of the diſtillery project, occaſioned a re- 
ſolution to return to Calais. Diſputes in the 
houſehold had alſo ariſen, which cauſed this 
reſolution to be more determined than ordinary. 
The ſalary of Mr. FosrEn, a miſerable pittance 
for a man of learning, being only one hundred 
pounds a year, was in arrears, Years and merit 
pleaded in vain. A trifle was the ſubje& of 
diſpute, and the Empreſs being informed of it, 
offered poor FOSTER a retreat for life, and 
he quitted the Ducheſs with this ſarcaſm, in 
the Spartan ſtyle, . IT am old, not mean.” SE- 
CHAND next broke forth with vehemence. 
He had received more promiſes than there are 
numbers in the lottery, and not one of them 
had produced a prize. His falary was in ar- 
rears, and payment was formally demanded 
agents on both ſides interfered, but without ef- 
fecting any thing. The Abbe, therefore, was 
left to ſeek his redreſs in France, and to get 
thither as well as his fortunate ſtars would aſſiſt 
him, | 


The Ducheſs, quitting Peterſburgh, left an 
Engliſh journeyman carpenter*, whom ſhe had 
made 


* This man was picked up, like moſt of the inferior or- 
fers of her houſchold, by that ſpecies of accident which al- 
Ways 
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made the ſteward of her houſehold, to tranſact 
her affairs, At her brandy-makiug eſtate, in the 
country, another character, of ſimilar deſcrip» 
tion, as to lowneſs, was ſtationed; and on her 
route to Calais, ſhe picked up a travelling Co- 


lonel in the Imperial ſervice, who only wanted 


to get to his wife and children in Vienna ; but 
not being in haſte to ſee them, took a French 
leave of the Ducheſs, borrowing one of her 
watches, merely that he might not be at a loſs 
as to the hour of the day, and taking a couple 
of rings, the brilliancy of which would remind 
him of the charms of the real owner, | 


Returning once more to Calais, a conſider- 
able portion of time was engroſſed by the Du- 
cheſs, in relating to her admiring auditors each 
particular concerning the very gracious manner 
in which the Empreſs had deigned to receive 
her. A prefent from her Imperial Majeſty, of 
an eſtate ſituated on the Neva“, was enlarged 

on 


ways recommended vagabonds to her notice. By trade an 


ordinary carpenter ; by her ridiculous whim converted inta 


the managing ſteward of a palace, and, in her abſence from 
Peterſburgh, entruſted with the care of perſonal property, 
of immenſe value, 


* This eſtate includes a tract of land of conſiderable” va- 


lue; and, it was the more peculiarly calculated for the Du- 


cheſs, 
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on with all the circumlocutory eloquence, of 
which the relator was capable. The purchaſe * 
alſo of the eſtate near Peterſburgh, which 
abounded in vaſſals not daring to approach the 
upper petticoat of their miſtreſs, without firſt 
kiſſing the fringe, in a poſture of genuflection, 
afforded a ſubject for aſtoniſhment to thoſe who 
deſpiſed all compulſory ſubjection. Yet com- 
plaiſance was due, and, in conſequence, the 
tale of vanity was never interrupted. The Em- 
preſs was admitted to be the deareſt friend whom 
the Ducheſs had experienced. She was allowed 

even to love her, better than any favourite who 
might be ſelected, as the object of regard, by 
a Sovereigneſs, leſs a model of ſelf-denying vir- 
tue, than her Imperial Majeſty of Ruſſia. Not 
a ſcruple of faith was abated, in the credence 
given to every ſentence which the Ducheſs ad- 
vanced reſpecting her intimacy with the Em- 
preſs, One thing is certain: At an entertain- 
ment given by the Ducheſs to the Empreſs, one 
hundred and forty of her own domeſtics attended, 


cheſs, as it conferred a kind of ſovercignty on her over the 
poor inhabitants, who are conſidered as abſolute property, 
veſted in the territorial proprietor. 


* This eſtate coſt the Ducheſs about twenty-five 1horſand 
and 
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and the whole ſervice was of plate. The pre- 
ſence of ſo auguſt a perſonage, and the mannet 
of her reception, are unqueſtionable proofs of 
benignity on one part, oſtentation -on the 
other, | | 


The will of his Grace of Kingſton receiving 
every confirmation which the Courts of Juſtice 
could give *; to diſſipate, rather than properly 

- expend, 


® This will was executed on the Y day of July, 19704 
The following are the extracts which relate to the Ducheſs : 
« J do, by this my will, ratify and confirm a ſettlement, 
& which I made of the annual ſum, or yearly rent charge, 

of four thouſand pounds, on my wife Elizabeth Ducheſs of 
% King. ſton; and that the ſaid ſum ſhall be unto, and to the 
© uſe of the ſaid Elizabeth, Ducheſs of Kingſton, ur 
« wire, and her aſſigns, for and during the term of her na- 
46 tural life, in caſe oe /o long continues my widow, and un- 
& married, and no longer. And my ſaid wife ſhall be per- 
« mitted, during her widowhood, to receive and take the 
4 whole yearly rents, and profits, of all the manors, lands, 
& and hereditaments, before deviſed, in full ſatisfation, re- 
« compence, and diſcharge of, and for ſo much of the ſaid 
« annual ſum, or yearly rent charge of four thouſand pounds, 
« as ſhall grow due during her widow hood; but in caſe my 
« ſaid wife ſhall determine her auidoauhood during her lift, 
« then I give and deviſe the ſame to Charles Meadows, ſes 
« cond ſon of Philip Meadows. 


“ ALSO, I give and bequeath to my ſaid wife, Eliza- 
« beth Ducheſs of Kingſton, all my furniture, pictures, plate, 
« ;ervels, 


/ 
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expend; the income of his eſtates, appeared to 
be the ruling principle of life. The houſe at 
Calais was not ſufficient for the purpoſe of in- 
viting perplexities; a manſion, at a place 
called Mont Marthe *, near Paris, was pitched 
on, and the purchaſe of it negotiated in as 
ſhort a time as the Ducheſs could deſire. There 
were only a few obſtacles to enjoyment, which 
were not conſidered until the purchaſe was com- 
pleted. The houſe was in ſo ruinous a condi- 


tion, as to be in momentary danger-of falling. 
The land was more like the field of the ſloth- 


«© Jeqvels, china, arrears of rent, and all other my effect and 
«© perſonal eflate, of what nature or kind ſoever, for her own 

« proper uſe abſolutely, and as, and for her own _—_ chats 
„tel, and gets, for evermore,” 


This expreſs reſtriction, as to a continuance in a ſtate of 
avidowhood, although highly diſpleaſing to the Ducheſs, was 
yet her abſolute ſalvation ; for, ſo open was ſhe to the groſſeſt 


_adulation, that any foreign Anight of the Peſt, plying her 


well with flattery, might have led her a willing captive to 
the altar of Hymen. She endeavoured to ſecrete the cir- 
cumſtance of her inability to marry, always affecting the 
greateſt diſlike of the connubial ſtate, 


* The ſituation of this houſe is extremely pleaſant, being 


to Paris what Hampſiead is to London. The Ducheſs. was 


to have paid for the houſe about nine thouſand pounds in the 


whole, 


O ful, 


38 J 
ful, than the vineyard of the induſtrious. All 
theſe apparent evils became realized to the op- 

tics of the Ducheſs, only after ſhe had poſſeſſed 
her wiſhes, and found them, as moſt of ' her 
wiſhes were, productive of trouble. A lawſuit 
with the owner of the eſtate was the conſe- 
quence of the agreement. The Ducheſs went 
again to Peterſburgh, and returned to France, 
before it finiſhed ; and it was the manner in 
which this ſuit was adjudicated, which proved 
the ultimate cauſe of her death. 


Beſide this FS" in France, another was 
made by the Ducheſs, the ſcale of which was 
truly grand. The brother of the French Mo- 
narch was the owner of a domain, according, 
in every reſpect, with his dignity. This was 
the territory of Saint Mie, pleaſantly diſtanced 

from Paris, abounding with game of every dif- 
ferent ſpecies, and rich in all the poſſible lux- 
uriant adornment of nature. The manfion was 
fit for the brother of a King. Ir afforded three 
bundred beds. The value of ſuch. an eſtate was 
too conſiderable to be expected i in one payment; 
ſhe, therefore, agreed to diſcharge the whole 
of the ſum demanded, which was fifty-five thou- 
| fand pounds, by inſtallments, It is ſometimes 
eaſier to agree, than fulfil, The Ducheſs found 


this to be her caſe in the preſent inſtance, Ho] 
was 
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was it poſſible to give che half of a plumb, with- 
out / the value of a cherry- ſtone in poſſeſſion? 
Sixteen thouſand pounds were the utmoſt amount 
of the annual rents of the Ducheſs. Ready mo- 
ney ſhe had none; it was a commodity in which 
ſhe ſeldom abounded. To expedient recourſe 
was had to make good the firſt inſtallment, caſh 
was borrowed of Meſſrs. Drummond, and a few 
valuables were lodged as ſecurities for the debt ; 
by this means one payment was made good“. 


If it be aſked, for whom this eſtate, thus 
purchaſed under every inconvenience, was ac- 


tually intended? The proper anſwer returned 


would be, that to the career of vanity there is 
not an end; and, whether that paſſion be gra- 
tified by the expenditure, or the hoard of mo- 
ney, is matter of total indifference, the ſordid- 
neſs of the paſſion continuing the ſame. It be- 
ing neceſſary, however, to aſſign a little portion 
of reaſon for a great degree of extravagance, 
the recent reconciliation which had taken place 
between the Ducheſs and the nephew of her 
& deareſt Duke,” afforded a plea. The purchaſe, 


* Taventy-frve thouſand pounds have been actually paid, in 
part of the purchaſe money, for this territory. The ſecond 
inſtalment is, at this moment, due. The annual income of 
Saint Aſſiſe, is eſtimated at near three thouſaud pounds, 
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on the part of the Ducheſs, was a good one. 
There were not only game, but rabbits in plen- 
ty, and finding them to be of a ſuperior qua- 
lity and flavour, the Ducheſs, during the firſt 
week of her poſſeſſion, had as many killed and 
fold, as brought her bree hundred guineas. Thus, 
at Peterſburgh, ſhe was a diſtiller of brandy * 
at Paris, a rabbit merchaut. 

Thus proceeding from enterprize to enter- 
prize, the hour arrived in which the Ducheſs 
would not be permitted a longer reſident of our 
lower world. She was at dinner when her ſer- 
vants received the intelligence of a ſentence 
reſpecting the houſe ncar Paris, having been 
awarded againſt her. The ſudden communica- 
tion of the news cauſcd an agitation of her whole 
frame, She flew into a violent paſſion, and, in 
the agitation of her mind and body, ſhe burſt 


_ * By permiſſion of the Empreſs, one of the Ruſhan eſtates 
purchaſed by the Ducheſs was called Chudlcigh ; and about 
ten miles from this place, ſhe built an Ina, for the reception 
and accommodation of ſtrangers. Here, a liquor, which 
the Ruſſians call c., was ſold, Tt is made from Sarl. 
mixed with certain plants, and, when diſtilled, the fumes of 
it are of the moſt intoxicating kind. The project of the 
Ducheſs was, to have made the liquor on her own eſtate, and 
to have ſupplied the Inn with it, The Ruſſian names of her 
territory are, Milla and Acoff. 

an 


[ 101 J 


an internal blood-veſſel; even this, however, 
ſhe appeared to have ſurmounted, until a few 
days afterwards, on the morning of the 26th of 
Auguſt; when, about to riſe from her bed, a 
ſervant who had long been with her, endea- 
voured at diſſuaſion. The Ducheſs addreſſed 
her thus: I am not very welt, but I will riſe.” 
On a remonſtrance being attempted, ſhe ſaid, 
© At your peril diſobey me; I will get up, and 
& walk about the room. Ring for the Secre- 
& tary to aſſiſt mc.” She was obeyed, dreſſed, 
and the Secretary entered the chamber. The 
Ducheſs then walked about; complained of 
_ thirſt, and ſaid, © I could drink a glaſs of my 
cc fine Madeira, and eat a ſlice of toaſted 
© bread, I ſhall be quite well afterwards; 
& but let it be a large glaſs of wine.” The at- 
tendant reluctantly brought, and the Ducheſs 
drank the wine. She then ſaid, I am per- 
&« fectly recovered ; I knew the Madeira would 
te do me good. My heart feels oddly. I will 
& have another glaſs.” The ſervant here ob- 
ſerved, that ſuch a quantity of wine, drank in 
the morning, might intoxicate rather than be- 
nefit. The Ducheſs perſiſted in her orders, and 
the ſecond glaſs of Madeira being produced, 
ſhe drank that alſo, and pronounced herſelf to 
be charmingly indeed. She then walked alittle 
about the room, and afterwards ſaid, I will 

« lay 
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& lay on the couch. I can ſleep, and after a 
& ſleep, I ſhall be entirely recovered.” She ſat 
on the couch, a female having hold of each 
hand, In this ſituation, ſhe ſoon appeared to 
have fallen into a ſound ſleep, until the woman 
found her hands colder than ordinary; an af- 
fright enſued ; other domeſtics were rang for, 
and the Ducheſs was found to have expired, as 
the wearied labourer finks into the arms of reſt. 


Thus died ELIZABETH CHUDLEIGH, 
actually Counteſs of Briſtol, and, by the cur- 
teſy of foreign nations, ſtyled DUCHESS of 
KINGSTON.' She was a woman, the leading 
features of whoſe character are more diſcovet- 
able from a review of her conduct, than from 
any delineation in the power of the pen to give. 
If ſhe might be allowed to know herſelf, her 
own deſcription of the mutability of her nature, 
ſhould paſs for the truth. Her words were 
| theſe: © I ſhould deteſt myſelf, if I were 120 
% hours in the ſame temper.” What ſhe ſaid, ſhe 
verified ; for ſhe was alternately changing from 
humour to humour. This inſtability it was 
which, in the early part of life, occafioncd her 
to be ſurrounded .more with admirers, than 
friends; and from the hour: of her conviction, 
10 the moment of her death, ſhe had not one 
friend attached to her from a principle of cor- 

* dial 
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dial eſteem. The Empreſs of Ruſſia was much 
diſpoſed to favour her; but, after the novelty 
of the meeting was over, there was even too 
much of -ſanieneſs in the interviews with her 
Majeſty, to be endured. Thoſe to whom the 
Ducheſs ſhewed any thing like ſteadineſs, were 
companions of her own ſelectiou, and ſhe was 
ever ſure to err moſt groſsly in her choice. Her 
benefits, and her friendſhips, were beſtowed 6n 
the unworthy. Of the latter aſſertion, the fol- 
1 anevdote is a DR | 
— 1 
In one of 10 peregrinations, the Dicbef 
met witha perſon, habited as a pilgrim. His 
figure was a good one. In his eye there was pe- 
netration; and in the whole of his countenance 
there was marked expreſſion. He was much 
inclined to cultivate an intimacy with the Du- 
cheſs ; but he rather choſe to correſpond, than 
converſe with her. This aroſe from a conſci- 
ouſneſs of a brilliancy of ſtyle of which he was 
maſter z and, inſtantly perceiving how open to 
flattery the lady was, he thought it could be 
more delicately conveyed in an epiſtolary way. 
He carried his point. Left her Grace, when 
ſhe ſtrongly ſolicited him to remain with her. 
The correſpondence commenced. The letters 
teemed with profeſſions of admiration of ſo il- 
luſtrious a character as the Ducheſs, She was. 
more 
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more than woman! The wonder of the age! 
and deſerving celebrity to the end of time! 
This incenſe was the more acceptable, becauſe 
offered by a total ſtranger. Her Grace became 
enamoured with the pilgrim, and, as there was 
ſomething of myſtery in his manner and garb, 
ſhe was ſolicitous to have the whole explained. 
This favour, however, was denied, and the only 
thing which ſhe could obtain was, an appoint- 
ment to meet her at a future time. The cor- 
reſpondence, in the interim, continued; and 
the letters werein the ſame adulatory vein. The 
appointed time arrived ; and the Ducheſs, in- 
ſtead of a Pilgrim, met an Abbe. It then be- 
came neceſſary to throw the veil a little aſide. 
The ſtranger gave an account of himſelf, and 
thus ran his ſtory: That he was by birth an 
Albanian Prince, That he had travelled through 
Europe, under different diſguiſes, and had only 
formed attachments with the moſt exalted per- 
ſonages. At Berlin, Prince Henry of Pruſña 
had honoured him with his intimacy ; at Rome, 
moſt of the Cardinals were his familiars ; their 
Neapolitan Majeſties particularly eſteemed him; 
and with the Emperor of Germany, he was 
moſt intimate! This ſtyle was the very thing. 
It operated like a charm, The name of the 
ſtranger was required ; and he announced his 
travelling one to be & WORTA,” Who 

Moria 
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Worta really was, the Ducheſs never in- 
' quired, She took it on truſt that he was a vety 
great man; and as for his honeſty, it was a 
quality entirely out of the queſtion. The dia- 
mond box was exhibited to WORTA, and he 
admired as the Ducheſs directed. A ring of 
value was preſented him, and he being a prince, 
it was deemed very gracious in him to accept 
it. At laſt, the object in view was diſcloſed, 
WORT A having ſatisfied himſelf with the vi- 
ſits he had made to the different Courts of the 
reigning Powers, propoſed returning to his own 
country ; and could his bed be honoured with a 
partner like the Ducheſs, a ſcene of connubial 
felicity would be completed. To this language 
the Ducheſs liſtened with infinite pleaſure ; 
and, had there not been an inſurmountable ob- 
ſtacle, ſhe actually would have given her hand 
and fortune to an adventurer. This WORTA 
very lately committed ſeveral forgeries in Hol- 
land, and being apprehended, he dif EB 
himſelf by a doſe of poiſon®, 


As 


* WORTA, whoever he might be, was entitled to praiſe, 
as a man of talents, During the conteſt between Great Bri- 
tain and America, he wrote ſeveral little pieces, in ſupport 
of what he termed © The honourable caufe bf les pawvres 

P | % Ameres 
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As a contraſt of this inſtance of impoſture, 
and credulity, there was a real Prince, who 
made the Ducheſs an offer of his hand, and 
that after an attachment which had ſubſiſted 
twenty years. On a vifit to the Court of *Sax- 
ony, the Ducheſs firſt met PRINCE RADZI- 
VIL; an illuſtrious perſonage, who had pre- 
tenſions to the Crown of Poland“. This high 
oharacter lived in a ſtyle of dignified ſplendor, 
which excited the admiration of thoſe who knew 
not the amount of his immenſe revenues. The 
Ducheſs, ſtruck with the grandeur of his ſtate, 
practiſed every ingratiating art which might at- 


%% Americanes,” Beſide this ſubject, there is a ſmall tract 
by WORTA, entitled, Z Horoſcope Politique.” In this 
he extols the character of Prince Henry of Pruſſia, whom 
he ſtyles his dear and intimate'friend. There 1s alfo another 
ſmall production, containing a ſelection of Poetic Pieces, 
profeſſedly tranſlated from a Turkiſh author, but really 
written by WozTa. His language, in proſe, is energetic 
in the extreme; in poetry, it is mellifluous, and full of 
tenderneſs, Ie had certainly ſtrong feelings, and a very 
ſuperior underſtanding. To each of his publications, there 
is an engraving of himſelf prefixed, which is encircled by 
ſtars, and rays, from a ſmall repreſented ſun, darting on the 
top of his head, IIe was, altogether, a molt extraordinary 
character. 


* This illuſtrious Pole is now living, and about fixty- 
five years of age, | 


tract 
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tract eſteem. In this, ſhe proved ſo ſucceſsful, 
as to engage the heart of the Prince in her fa- 
vour. This was all ſhe wanted; for, the con- 
ſequences of the engagement were, magnificent 
preſents, and a correſpondence carried on, dur- 
ing a ſucceſſion of years. When the Ducheſs 
was about to make a ſecond viſit to Peterſburgh, 
propoſing to travel thither by land, ſhe ſigni- 
fied, in a letter to PRINcR RADZZTVIL, her 
intention of taking his dominions in her route. 
The Prince, the force of whoſe affection had 
not been abated by time, received the determi- 
nation as an announcement of his approaching 
happineſs. The piace of meeting was fixed, 
and, as there was ſomething ſingularly roman- 
tic in the ſtyle in which the interview was con- 
ducted, a deſcription of it, as detailed by a ſo- 
reign gentleman, who was- of the party, may 
not prove unentertaining to the reader. 


BERGE, a village in a duchy belonging to 
PRINCE RA DZ IvIL, was aſſigned for the ren- 
dezvous. It is ſituated about forty miles from 
Riga. The Ducheſs being there arrived, was 
waited on by an officer in the retinue of the 
Prince, who was commiſſioned to inform her 
Grace, that his maſter propoſed to diſpenſe 
with the ceremonials of rank, and viſit her as a 
friend. The next morning was the time ſpeci- 


P 2 fied 
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fied for this viftt taking place. In the interim, 
the Ducheſs was entreated to permit herſelf to 
be eſcorted to an hotel, ten miles diſtant, whi- 
ther the Prince had diſpatched his own cooks, 
and other attendants, to wait on her Grace. 
The next morning, the vifit, without ceremony, 
took place, and thus was it conducted. PRIxcx 
RADZIVIL came with forty carriages, each 
drawn by fix horſes ; and the different vehicles 
contained his nieces, the ladies of his principa- 
lity, and other illuſtrious characters. In addi- 
tion to theſe, there were fix hundred horſes led 
in train, a thouſand dogs, and ſeveral boars ; a 
guard of Huflars completed the ſuite. Such 
an aſſemblage, in a country ſurrounded by 
wood, gave an air of romance to the interview, 
which was ſtill more heightened by the manner 
in which the Prince contrived to amuſe his 
female gueſt, He made two feaſts, and they 
were ordered in the following ſtyle. The Prince 
had cauſed a village to be erected, conſiſting 
of forty houſes, all of wood, and fancifully 
decorated with leaves and branches. Theſe 
houſes formed a circle ; in the middle of which, 
three ſpacious rooms were erected, one for the 
Prince, a ſecond for his ſuite, and the third for 
the repaſt, Entering the village, in the way 
to the rooms, all the houſes were ſhut, and 


the inhabitants appeared to have retired to reſt. 
The 
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The entertainment, at the rooms, opened with 
ſplendid fireworks, on an adjoining piece of wa- 
ter, and two veſſels encountered each other in 
a mock engagement. The feaſt ſucceeded.— 
Every thing was ſerved on plate, and ſumptu- 
ous were the diſhes. The Ducheſs, who was 
faſcinated by a reception ſo ſuperb, entered 
with all the exhilaration of ſpirits into the feſti- 
vity of the evening ; and amuſed the company 
with the following ſong ; 


* DANS mon petit reduit, 
„fe vis a mon aiſe, 
“Je nai qu'une table, et un lit, 
« Un verre, et une chaiſe, 


% Mais je m'en ſert chaque jour, 

« Pour careſſer tour a tour, 

„Ma peinte et ma mie au guet, 
„Ma peinte et ma mie.” 


The feaſt being ended, PRI xcR Ravzivir 
conducted the Ducheſs to the village, the 
houſes of which were ſhut before, and on a ſud- 
den they were converted into forty open ſhops, 
brilliantly decorated, and containing the richeſt 
commodities of different kinds. From theſe 
ſhops the Prince ſelected a variety of articles, 
and preſented them to the Ducheſs, A mag- 
nificent topaz, rings, boxes, trinkets of all 
deſcrip. 


1 


deſcriptions, compoſed the gifts k. The com» 
pany then returned to the rooms, which were 
thrown into one, and a ball was opened by 
Prince Radzivil and the Ducheſs, The minuets 
and dances being concluded, the Company 
quitted the ball-room, and in an inſtant it was 
in a blaze; combuſtible matter having been 
previeuſly diſpoſed throughout every part of the 
building. The people of the village were feen 
dancing round the fire, This entertainment, 
which is unexaggerared in the deſcription, was 
ſuppoſed to have coft Prince RAD Z IVIL, at a 
moderate computation, five thouſand pounds. 


His Highneſs ended not here. At a coun- 
try ſeat, ten miles from Niceiffuts, his favourite 
town, he gave a ſecand feaſt to the Ducheſs. 
This feaſt was followed by a boar hunt ; for 
the purpoſe of which, his dogs had been 
brought. The hunt was in a wood, at night, 
A regiment of Huſſars, with lighted torches 
in their hands, formed a circle ; within which 
were huntſmen, alſo with torches. The boar, 
thus ſurrounded by fire, was intimidated, and, 
after the uſual ſport, he fell a victim to his 


* The Ducheſs, through life, had been accuſtomed'to 
receive preſents ; and, a great part of her perſonal property 
was acquired in this manner. 

purſuers, 
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purſuers. At this hunt attended a numerous: 
party of the Poliſh nobility. During fourteen; 
days, the time of the Ducheſs's continuance. 
with Prince Radzivil, ſhe dined and flept in 
different houſes belonging to the Prince. As 
the retinue moved from place to place, they, on- 
every third or fourth day, met a camp, formed 
of the Prince's own guard. Travelling, at 
night from Niceiffuis, the roads were illumi- 
nated; guards accompanied as eſcorts, and, on 
the arrival of the Ducheſs, at the different 
towns belonging to the duchy of the Prince, 
the Magiſtrates waited on her with their gratu- 
lations, and the cannon were fired. Here was 
tranſporting fatisfaCtion ! and yet, ſuch was 
the oddity of the Ducheſs, ſo unique was ſhe. 
in character, mind, and feeling, that, at the 
moment of her being complimented with a few 
de joye, ſhe only thus expreſſed her ſentiments 
of the princely treatment : © He may fire as. 
«© much as he pleaſes, but he ſhall not hit my 
« mark!” Theſe were her own words; the 
commentary on them is obvious. 


Beſide this extraordinary difplay of mag- 
nificence, the Ducheſs, during her reſidence in 
Poland, had alſo the honour to be entertained 
by one of the firſt characters in the theatre of 

the 
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the world. This was COUNT OGINSKI *; of 
whom the late King of Pruſſia had ſo exalted an 
opinion, that he diſpatched a letter to him, with 
the following ſuperſcribed orders: * This is 
cc to be forwarded to the Ornament of Human 
* Nature!” Such a compliment, from a So- 
vereign who was not eaſily miſtaken in charac- 
ters, muſt have been highly flattering. But it 
did not exceed the merits of the Couxr; he 
was great, in every ſenſe of the word. Beſide 
being the munificent rewarder of talents, and 
the univerſal ſuccourer of the diſtreſſed, his 
accompliſhments were of the moſt endearing 
kind, At a concert which he gave the Ducheſs, 
he petfotmed on fix different inſtruments, His 
eſtabliſhment for muſical entertainments coſt 
him fifty thouſand ducats a year; about twenty- 
five thouſand pounds of our money. He had a 
theatre, in which plays, in the French, German, 
and Poliſh languages, were ated, Horſes he 
had from the remoteſt countries; one, which 
he ſhewed the Ducheſs, was brought him from 
Jeruſalem. With Lovis the XVth he bad 
lived on terms of intimacy, reſiding nine years 
at the Court of France, He painted inimita- 
bly; and, among other articles, the Ducheſs 


* 
if Count Oginſti is now alive, and univerſally revered. 
| ſaw 
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faw a piece of his execution, which originated 
from the following incident: Louis the XVth 
and the Count were walking in a garden, and 
the French Monarch broke off a branch of ah 
apple-tree, in high bloſſom, and throwing it 
at the Count, he ſaid, OGrnsx1, you muſt 
« paint that for me.” The Count obeyed ; and 
the demiſe of the King happening before the 
picture was finiſhed, it remained in the poſſeſ- 
ſion of the Count. At the manſion of this 
Nobleman, the Ducheſs continued a few days; 
and Prince Ravzivir accompanying her 
there, an emulation ſeemed to prevail who moſt 
ſhould ſhew her a marked attention *. She was, 

however, 


For the uncommon kindneſs ſhewn the Ducheſs by 
Prince Radzivil, ſhe profeſſed the greateſt gratitude. A pa- 
triarchal age of thankfulneſs would not be long enough to 
diſcharge the obligation! At Peterſburgh, an opportunity 
occurred of making a partial return for the favours received. 
It was as follows: 


A favourite zizce of Prince Radzivil married an officer in 
the Ruſſian ſervice, with whom ſhe had fallen in love. To 
obtain his promotion in the army, the happy pair (for the 
happineſs of reciprocal affection was their lot) went to Pe- 
terſburgh, ande ther the huſband loſt, at play, about ſeven 
thouſand pounds, one thouſand of which he paid ; but, 

Q diſtreſſed 
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however, ſhackled, as it were, in mind. There 
was ſameneſs even in princely ſplendor ; and 
ſameneſs to her was ever diſguſting. An Aven- 
zurier, like WORTA, could have ſucceeded, 
where a Prince like RADZIVIL failed of his 
point x. The one was a fixed, the other an ec- 
centric character; and eccentricity, in every 
variation of form or action, accorded moſt for- 
cibly with her Feelings. 


diſtreſſed for the remainder of the ſum, the niece of 
Prince Radziwvil ſolicited the Ducbeſs for a loan to the 
amount ; which ſhe abſolutely refuſed, pleading diſtreſs ; 
although ſhe abounded in money, and was in high credit. 


In fo heterogeneous a character as that of the lady who 
is the ſubject of this detail, it is difficult to diſcriminate the 
propenſities, and pronounce how far they are influenced by 
any genuine motive, or pafſon. The Ducheſs had an ap- 
parent attachment to a Poliſh Biſhop, the Biſhep of Wilra, 
She alſo, when at Rome, diſcovered ſomething more than 
friendſhip for the Patriarch of Jeruſalem, The Bifhop of 
Wilna firſt ſaw the Ducheſs at Rome. He is a moſt amiable 
character; but perhaps it was more the vanity of inconſiſten- 
cy, than any real affection, which actuated the Ducheſs in 
her apparent tenderneſs. To contemn the offers of Prince 
Radzivil, whomrſhe actually might have married, and have 
had the loſs of her fortune abundantly compenſated,” and to 
defire an union where it could not be obtained, was that 
Abpecies of contraricty, which diſtinguiſhed this lady through 
life. Perhaps, ſhe is the firſt Engliſhwoman who ever went 
to Feru/alen tot a lover! 


The 
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The actuating influence of this eccentricity 
It was, which too generally contaminated the 
benefits of the Ducheſs, by miſdirecting them 
to the moſt worthleſs objects. Thus, in the 
enumeration of her purſe-leeches, we find 
that human blood-ſucker, MAJOR SEM- 
PLE, whom ſhe liberated from Calais pri- 
ſon, and it was termed, by the undiſcerning, an 
act of generoſity, But, the fact is, that the 
Ducheſs, hearing of the confinement of the 
man, declared, in a moment, that ſhe would 
contrive to have him releaſed, and the method 
ſhe propoſed was, ta bribe the priſon guards, 
ſaw the iron bars of the window of his room, 
and thus effect an eſcape, This ſtratagem buſied 
the Ducheſs for a week. The creditors of 
SEMPLE all the time ſuppoſing that her Grace, 
was calculating the amount of their demands, 
in order to diſcharge them. The project of an 
eſcape being defeated, the Ducheſs found her- 
ſelf to be ſo embarraſſed in the buſineſs, that 
ſhe was compelled to do ſomething to gratify 
the expectations which her officious interference 
had raiſed. A trifle was divided among the 
creditors, and Ma. SemPLE was ſhipped for 
England, to proſecute his depredations on the 
honeſt part of the community. | 


Q a. Of 
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Of the qualities of the Ducheſs of Kingſton, 
a kind of maſculine courage ſeemed the moſt 
predominant. She had always a brace of loaded 
piſtols by the ſide of her bed, and her in- 
junctions to her female domeſtics were, never 
to enter her chamber unleſs the bell rang, as, by 
ſudden ſurprize ſhe might be induced to fire 
at them. This ſhe moſt unqueſtionably would 
have done. In her travelling carriage there 
were fire-arms, and once, on her route to Pe- 
terſburgh, ſhe diſcharged a caſe of piſtols at a 
party ſuppoſed to have inimical defigns. This 
heroiſm, ſo uncommon in the female breaſt, 
was inherited by the Ducheſs, for, her mother, 
who once refided at Chelſea, walked thither 
each evening from London, with a brace of 
piſtols in her pocket, as the means of her de- 
fence, | 


It was this kind of courage, rather than rea! 
magnanimity, which ſupported the Ducheſs 
under the extreme of ſufferance, Pending her 
trial in the Houſe of Peers, her ferocity of ſpi- 
rit broke forth whenever ſhe withdrew from the 
bar; and, the moment when her conviction 
was announced, the idea of keeping poſſeſſion 
of her property by force, occurred to her mind. 
Scarcely had the Chancellor concluded his in- 
formation of her having been adjudged guilty 


by 
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by her Peers, than ſhe turned to Mx. GLOVxRR, 
and ſaid, © You hear that I am convicted; 
there are blunderbuſſes and piſtols at Kingſton 
« Houſe, go there directly, turn all the ſer- 
cc vants out of doors, and keep poſſeſſion of the 
© houſe, for me, by force.” Thus a conviction, 
under which others would have ſunk, but little 
affected the mind of, the Lady who is the ſub- 
ject of this detail; her title, more than her 
character, engroſſed her attention. Her do- 
domeſtics were ſtruck with the abſurdity of 
continuing the ſtile after her conviction, which 
they had uſed before that event. They ac- 
cordingly requeſted to be informed, how her 
Grace choſe to be defignated by them ? Her 
anſwer was; Call me Ducaess of KincsToON, 
6« to be ſure,” 


As in life, ſo in death, this lady was eccen- 
tric. The day before her demiſe ſhe ate a brace 
of partridges, and ſome other game; ſhe ex- 
pired having ſcarcely ſwallowed two large bum- 
pers of Madeira. Except an attack at Pe- 
terſburgh, when an epidemic diſeaſe prevailed, 
and the fever with which ſhe was ſeized on her 
return from Rome to meet her trial, ſhe ex- 
perienced not an illneſs of a day. The me- 
thod ſhe took to preſerve health, was that of 
braving every element. The ſevereſt cold 

neither 


SS, 

neither impeded her journey, nor diſcompoſed 
her feelings. Fires, in her apartments, were 
rather in conformity to eſtabliſhed uſage, than 
as neceſſaries for herſelf ; and, as a proof of her 
exemption from all medical rule, ſhe almoſt 
totally reverſed order in every thing. Late 
ſhe retired to reſt ; early ſhe aroſe. For a flight 
3ndieation of the gout, ſhe inſtantly plunged 
her feet in cold water; and phlehotomy, whe- 
ther proper or not, was the univerſal recipe to 
which, on every indication of malady, ſhe re- 
ſorted, | 


Living, as did the Ducheſs in the early pe- 
riod of her life, within the Court circle, her 
exterior manners had a poliſh, and her actions, 
| when ſhe choſe it, a grace. When the funſhine 
of good humour exhilarated her  ſpirits,. there 
was brilliancy in every thing ſhe did; but, as 
ſhe could be faſcinating, the reverſe was too 
much in her power, and too frequently in her 
inclination, Viewed ſuperficially, and, by a 
tranſient acquaintance, ſhe appeared, irrefiſtibly 
attractive; an intimacy diffolved the charm, 
and even her moſt partial admirers could only 
feel a pity, that the powers of eminently pleaſ- 
ing, ſhould not be united with internal worth, 
This deficiency it was which rendered her pro- 
miſes not to be relied on. They were merely 

thrown 
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thrown opt as lures, without any ſerious inten- 
tion of ever performing them. Hence, her 
friends, as ſhe termed them, were changed like 
her garments; and the only permanent attach- 

ments ſhe had, were to thoſe whom ſhe ſeldom 

ſaw. It ſerved her for an amuſement, on a 

journey, to dictate letters to former acquaint- 
ances, and whether they lived in Saxony, Pruſ- 

ſia, Poland, Peterſburgh, Italy, or England, 

they were all complimented as being the exclu- 

five engroſſers of her eſteem, On her trial 

ending, ſhe inſtantly dictated two letters, the 

one to his Pruſſian Majeſty, the other to the 

Empreſs of Ruſſia. In both theſe epiſtles, the 

Sovereigns to whom they were addreffed, were 

her “ dearef? friends, on whom alone ſhe relied, 

« under God, for conſolation in her afflitions. She 

ce was overwhelmed, like poor DAVID, by troubles, 

e But there were Princes graciouſly inclined alſo, 
« like DAVID, 10 ſuccour the oppreſſed! This 

was to excite pity. FREDERIC, in return, 
offered Berlin as an aſylum, and intimation was 
given, by the Pruſtan Miniſter, © That her 

« property, if tranſmitted to the capital of his 
& maſtcr's dominions, would be perfectly ſe- 
& cure.” Probably ſhe thought that this would 
be too literally the caſe; for, after receiving 
the intimation, and expreſſing her very grateful 
ſenſe of the favour, ſhe thus expreſſed herſelf 
: to 
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to an Engliſh friend,“ The King of Pruſſia is 
« devilifhly clever, but I fhall not truſt him.” For 
her Imperial Majeſty, the Ducheſs affected the 
greateſt predilection. If ſhe really had any, 
ſameneſs of ſex, and other according principles, 
might be the cauſe. 


Profuſe as the Ducheſs was in promiſes, they 
naturally occaſioned her to be ſurrounded with 
expectants. Theſe ſhe always diſguſted by diſ- 
appointing them, and they either became ene- 
mics, or indifferents, Thoſe whom ſhe actu- 
ally benefited, could not cordially eſteem her, 
there being too frequently ſomething intermin- 
gled with the favours conferred, to render it 
more than ſuſpicious that they werenot the genu- 
ine emanations of a liberal mind. The brother of 
Sir George Shuckburgh her Grace had adopted. 
The naval line he choſe to purſue. Becoming a 
Lieutenant, it fell to his lot, by what is termed 
the “ fortune of war,” to be taken a priſones in 
the action with PAUL JONES. The confine- 
ment, and other circumſtances, conſpiring, oc- 
caſioned an Illneſs, which terminated in a 
dropſy. Recovering ſufficiently to undertake 
the journey, he paid the Ducheſs a viſit at Ca- 
lais. She received him very cordially ; intro- 
duced him to the- French officers as a prodigy 
of courage ; took care to have it known that he 

Was 


F204 
was a' younger brother, without any fortune, 
and whoſe dependence was on her only. His 
illneſs was next deplored, and the means of an 
effectual recovery were deliberated on. The 
air near Calais was thought more ſalutary than 
that in the town ; the Ducheſs, therefore, pro- 
poſed it to Mr. SHUCKBURGH to have an 
apartment prepared for his immediate receprion, 
He conſented, and was conveyed to the houſe 
which her Grace had ſelected for his accommo- 
dation. The reader will judge of his feelings, 
when he is informed, that the carriage abſo- 
lutely ſtopped at an HOSPITAL! and the de- 


ſignated apartment was a ſmall room, the walls 


of which were plaſtered. A female nurſe was 
to have been the only attendant ; and the Du- 
cheſs, who had a peculiar turn for amplifica- 
tion, enumerated the advantages of the fitu- 
ation to each of her viſitants. Mr. Shuckburgh 
was ſo affected, that it became his only conſide- 
ration how he might frame ſome plaufible ex- 
cuſe to return to England. He effected his pur- 
poſe by getting a friend to write to him, and 
preſs it as a matter of moment to his profeſſional 
intereſt, to preſent himſelf, as ſoon as poſſible, 
at the Admiralty. | 


This mode of providing for the cure of an 
invalid was not more fingular than the manner 
R which 
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which the Ducheſs took to promote the fortunes 
of her friends i in health. T'wo inſtances, out 
of a thoufand choice ones, ſhall ſuffice, - 


The eldeſt ſon of the Preſident cocovt 
had been ſelected by the Ducheſs to accompany 
her to Rome. He had borne a commiſſion in 
the guards of the French Monarch. On. the 
Journey to and from Rome he was every thin 
thar reſpectful attention could dictate. The 
Ducheſs profeſſed the greateſt ſenſibility of his 
kindneſs, called him her ſon, and promiſed tg 
advance his fortune. He afterwards accompar 
nied her Grace'to Peterſburgh, and, at the ex- 
piration of ſeven years attendance, the Ducheſs 


one morning thus addreſſed him: 05 COO VE, 
« my fortune J only prize as it gives me the 


t opportunity of making others happy, 1 love You 
«« as @ ſon, and L will put #wenty thouſand pounds 
« in your pocket! That, I think, ſhould con- 
e tent you.” — Mr. COCOVE replied, ,**-It 
* moſt aſſuredly would ;” and he only wiſhed * 


to know the means of acquiring ſuch a ſum. 


The Ducheſs explained herſelf thus: I will 
e write to Vergennes, my friend, and get him 
* to obtain for you a confiderable grant of 
« land between Calais and Dunkirk, It is a 
* ſoil fit for the growth of Scotch firs, I will 
* be at the expence of planting, and, in about 
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& thirty or forty 1 years, the plantation will pro- 
te duce a fortune.” Here was generofity with 
a vengeance ! Hope was firſt artfully raiſed by 
the hand of flattery, then unfcelingly depreſſed 
by that of diſappointment, 


The ſiſter of the gentleman thus treated i is 
the ſecond inſtance intended to be adduced. 
She was married, and had a numerous offspring. 
The Ducheſs requeſted this lady to be of ber 
party to Peterſburgh, which was conſidered by 
her Grace merely as an excurſion from London 
to Hampton Court. The huſband heſitated, 
for he loved his children; the wife required A 
little time to confider, for he dreaded the in- 
clemency of the northern elements. At laſt 
feelings yielded to promiſes, and the invitation 
was accepted. The Ducheſs, and her female 
friend, as ſhe then termed her, ſet out for Pe- 
rerſburgh. Arciving there, the ductility of 
diſpoſition and engaging manners, before aſ- 
furned,” were all laid afide, and nature appeared | 
in her genuine colours. Under a pretence of 
guarding the honour of the lady, the Ducheſs, 
as the conſervator of her connubial chaſtity, 
had her locked up for forty-one days, and, 
would have prolonged her incarceration, had 
ſhe not coatrived the means of eſcaping to the 
F rench Ambaſſador, from whom ſhe obtained 

R 2 money 
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money to defray the expence of her return to 
her native country. This lady only accompa- 
nied the Ducheſs on the faith of her promiſes 
to make her and her family happy during the 
remainder of their lives. It was thus with al- 
moſt every perſon to whom ſhe ſtood engaged 
by any ſolemn pledge of her hanour. Is it 
ſurpriſing that ſhe ſhould have lived and died 
without friends to ſolace or lament her ? 


| Some of the habits of the Ducheſs have: been 
before alluded to. They were all, when a pur- 
poſe was not to be anſwered, under the dictation 
of the moment of feeling. That which would 
have ſtartled others gratified, rather than in- 
commoded, her Grace. What appetite re- 
quired ſhe indulged, and vain were contrary re- 
monſtrances. ln the little of diſeaſe which ſhe 
experienced, the recommendation of phyſicians 
was diſregarded. Sir Clifton Wintringham once 
ſtrongly requeſted the Ducheſs to live a little 
more abſtemiouſly. It was in the afternoon, 
and ſhe patiently endured him. The evening. 
paſſed with a ſymptomatic fever, and, at three 
o'clock in the morning after his advice, ſhe 
called him a fool, ſaid,“ The ſtomach, was 
« made to be filled,” and ordered a capon to be 
roaſted for her ſupper. Previous to her trial 
ſhe ſwallowed ſtrong cmetics, for the purpoſe of 
realizing 
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realizing an illneſs which ſhe had aſſumed; 
when the purpoſe was anſwered, ſhe ate hear- 
tily, and laughed at the deception. 
External delicacy, is ſuppoſed to be pecu- 
liarly annexed; as an habit, to a certain rank 
in life. The Ducheſs was indiſputably entitled 
to elevated rank; but, many of her habits were 
ſuch as wauld cauſe the vulgar to bluſh, from 
their not having been initiated in the myſteries 
of faſhionable breeding. If at table, and with 
company, the Ducheſs happened accidentally to 
ſwallow atainted oyſter ; with the utmoſt cool - 
neſs ſhe called for a receiver, threw it off her 
' Romach, and piouſly thanked her Maker for 
being 0 much better. 


Her ra like that of DOCTOR LAST, was 
to get rid of an enemy by every poſſible eva- 
cuation. Even time, place, or convenience, 
were not confidered, if the enemy were preſſing. 
An inſtance of this occurred at Peterſburgh ; 
which gave riſe to lampoons in every houſe in 
that capital, The Ducheſs ſtopped, one morn- 
ing at the ſhop of a cabinet-maker, to look, 
as was her cuſtom, at the various articles he 
had for ſale. In a particular apartment there 
was a piece of furniture, commodious for the 
purpoſe her grace wanted. She ſent the maſter 
of the ſhop on a frivolous commiſſion, and paid, 

her 
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her devoirs as nature directed: on his return, 
all things were, as he left them, in a covered 
ſtate, and the Ducheſs retired with a promiſe to 
honor him with her favors at a future time. 
It was the ſeaſon of ſummer when exhalations 
are powerful; and the cabinet- maker had the 
ſenſe of ſmelling in perfection. He traced the 
effect to the proper cauſe, and he waited on the 
Ducheſs to inform her, that' ſhe had fo da- 
maged the piece of furniture as to induce him 
to hope ſhe would purchaſe it. This ſhe re- 
fuſed, and the refuſal induced him, out of re- 
venge, to diſcover the circumſtance. It cir- 
culated through Peterſburgh, and reached the 
ears of the Empreſs, who laughed moſt heartily 
at the tranſaction; of which the Ducheſs be- 
ing appriſed, ſhe ſent for the cabinet-maker, and 
paid him the price which he en for the 
utenſil, 


Habits, manners, and principles, compoſe 
the ſum of life, and render the ſubject of them 
eſtimable or obnoxious. In what point of 
view the Ducheſs of Kingſton was lately beheld, 
and is now conſidered, may be known by her 
living almoſt friendleſs, and dying unregretted. 
The rights of ſepulture are withheld her; for 
ſhe, at this moment lieth an outcaſt fuſpended be- 
tween Earth and Heaven. Not a relative anxious 

: PP"... 


1 127 J 


for her honourable interment; not an execu- 
tor diſintereſted enough to have her remains 
oblivioned by the duſt; not a tear ſhed on ac- 
count of her departure, nor an heart affected by 
her loſs. The few inquiries made, are direct- 
ed ſolely to the nature of her will; and: the 
ſtruggle ĩs, not about the reſpect to her memo- 
ry, but the divifion of her property. That it 
was immenſe, notwithſtanding artful reports to 
the contrary, the bequeſts, in the form of teſ- 
tamental papers, will evince. Thoſe teſtamen- 

tal pape ts, with ſome elucidatory notes, are here 
Aubjoined. The reader, in peruſing them, if 
a female, ſhould not be dazzled by an inventory 
of ſplendid property ; ſhe ſhould rather be taught 
to diſdain poſſeſſions, improperly acquired, when 
ſhe perceives a character, like the DUCHESS 
Or KINGSTON, through life abounding, yet 
poor amidſt abundance; ; and, although con- 
ſtantly in the purſuit of happineſs, to the laſt 
deſtitute of that internal peace, which virtue 
and religion only can impart. | | 


Printed 
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Printed literally and verbally from the Original. 
| TRANSLATED from the French. 


11 Piece TESTAMENT of her Grace (her 
__ Highneſs) the Ducheſs of Kingſton 
made the 7#* day of Octo 1786. 


Within the oover is written 
Land called the or the * 


a Piece THIS is the laſt will and teſtament 
of me the moſt noble Elizabeth Du- 
cheſs of Kingſton in England Coun- 
teſs of Warth in the Electorate of 
Bavaria and Ducheſs of Kingſton in 
Ruſſia daughter of the late Colonel 
Thomas Chudleigh of Hall in the 
pariſh of Harford in the county of 
Devon and of his wife Harriet daugy- 
ter of . Chudleigh Eſq. of 
Chalmington in the county of Dor- 


What is meant by this prefatory ſentence, is impoſſible 
fo conjecture. Nor can it be otherwiſe reconciled, than by 
remarking, that as the whole of the will is a jumble of in- 
conſiſtencies, the introduction is of a piece with the reſt, 


ſet 1 


( 29 3 

ſet: which I make in manner follow- 

ing 

Vizt 

I give leave and bequeath all that houſe 
and land fituate at Knightſbridge in the 
pariſh of Saint Margaret Weſtminſter call- 
ed Kingſton Houſe together with the 
Gardens and all the Fields purchaſed of 
Mr. Swinhoe with all the appurtenances 


A* unto | 
his heirs and affigns for the perpetual uſe 
of the ſaid A his heirs 


and aſſigns and all that piece of land and 
field called Dairy Fields which is held on 
a long leaſe of Mr. Swinhoe whereof there 
are already thirty years expired unto the 
ſaid A his executors admi- 
niſtrators and aſſigns for all the remainder 
of the term yet to come and unexpired 
and all other lands and tenements fituate 
near the ſaid houſe and the eſtate thereun- 
to belonging and not otherwiſe diſpoſed 
of by this preſent act unto the ſaid A 


* This bequeſt to Mr. . A,” is a very handſome one, 
and it is a pity that alphabetical gentleman, as well as his 
near telation, Mr. B,“ ſhould have ſo eſſentially ill treat- 
ed the Ducheſs, as to induce her, as ſhe afterwards doth, to 
transfer her bounty to perſons more deſerving, 


8 his 


f ne 7 

his adminiſtrators and affigns hie 
and they paying out of the revenue there- 
of to Margaret Cramont daughter of Caps 
tain Cramont formerly one of Aid de 
Camp of General Oglethorpe an annual 
rent of one hundred pounds during her 
life with which I hereby charge the ſaid 
houſe land and eſtate and I give her the 
ſame power of entry and ſeiſin in caſe of 
| non-payment for fix months as is cuſto- 
mary with reſpe& to common rent charges 
bequeathed on teal eſtates; the firſt fix 
months payment to be made on the firſt 
quarter day on which rents are uſually paid 
which ſhall happen immediately after my 
deceaſe, | | | 


I give leave and bequeath the two fields 
or pieces of land fituate between the land 
called the Duke of Rutland's land and the 
garden belonging to Kingſton Houſe unto 

his heirs aad aſſigns for 
the perpetual uſe of the ſaid B his 
heirs and aſſigns 


I give leave and bequeath all the field 
or piece of land one part whereof is a 
kitchen garden ſituate between Kingſton 


Houſe and a houſe or farm and land now 
uſed 


L I 


L ufed as a boarding · ſchool unto 


his heirs and aſſigns for the perpetual uſe 
of the ſaid I. his heirs and 
aſſigns And I give and bequeath all the 
furniture pictures china houſehold linen 
fire - arms kitchen and garden copper uten- 
fils and other things belonging to the ſaid 
houſe kitchen garden ſtables coach-houſes 
and other buildings unto the ſaid 

his executors adminiſtrators and aſſigns 
unto whom] have given the ſaid houſe. 


I give leave.and bequeath all that ca- 
pital houſe hen-houſes farm and domain 
ground and other lands meadows and paſ- 
ture grounds called Hall fituate in the 
pariſh of Harford in the county of Devon 
and all thoſe houſes lands and farms with 
their appurtenances called Luks Landford 
Barn and Dards Tenements in the ſaid pa- 
riſh of Harford, containing one hundred 
and twenty acres of land or thereabouts 
with their appurtenances and dependencies 
and the ruined cottage and meadow called 
Oddacombe Meadow containing one 
acres of land and two other cottages 
houſes places and gardens with their de- 
pendencies formerly in the poſſeſſion of 
you Worth or his tenant, one other cot- 
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„ 
tage garden and incloſure in the poſſeſſion 


of Thomas Pearce and likewiſe one moiety 


of the Lordſhip of Harford and a moiety 
of the right of patronage of the pariſh 
church of Harford and of the Marſh called 
Harford Marſh and all the other Eftates 
now in my poſſeſſion in the county of 


Devon with all the appurtenances and ap- 


pendages (ſubject to an annual payment 
of fifty pounds from me to Mrs. Maſon 


during her life who has lived in my 


houſe called Hall in different circumſtan- 
ces and has received the ſaid rent- charge 
for ſeveral years and which is ſtill paid ta 


her and for which I charge my eſtates in 


the county of Devon and give to her the 
ſame power to be paid in the ſame man- 
ner as I have directed for the rent- charge 
herein above given to Margaret Cramond) 
unto Sir George Shuckburgh Baronet Sir 
Richard Heron and George Payne of 
Brooklands in the county of Surry Eſq. 
their heirs and aſſigus with pawer to trans- 
fer the ſame to the uſe of 
during his life and after his deceaſe to the 
uſe of the firſt ſecond and other ſons ſuc- 
ceſſively of the ſaid in the 
male line and in default of male heirs of 
the ſaid C ar in caſe of there being 
any 
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any they ſhould happen to die before the 
age of twenty one years then to the uſe 
of | during his life and after 
his deceaſe to the uſe of the firſt ſecond ' 
or any other ſon of the ſaid P ſuc- 
ceſſively in the male line and in default 
of male iſſue of the ſaid P or in 
caſe there ſhould be any and that they 
ſhould happen to die before the age of 
twenty one years then to the uſe of the 
Revd. John Penroſe Clerk of Fieldbo- 
rough in the county of Nottingham dur- 
ing his life and after his deceaſe for the 
uſe of the firſt ſecond and every other 
male child of the ſaid John Penroſe ſuc- 
ceſſively and in default of male iſſue of the 
ſaid John Penroſe or in caſe there ſhould 
be any and that they ſhould happen to die 
before the age of twenty-one years then 
to the uſe of the Revd. John Doniſthorne 
of Corkney in the ſaid county of Not- 
tingham his heirs and aſſigns and I do 
hereby order that all and every perſon or 
perſons unto whom I have bequeathed my 
faid eſtates in the county of Devon * ſhall 
be obliged to take the ſurname and arms 


* Theſe ſaid eſtates in the county of Devon amount, in 
the annual income, to about ene hundred pounds a year. 


of 
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of Chudleigh as ſoon as they ſhall have 
taken poſſeſſion thereof and in default of 
conforming themſelyes thereto, the perſon 
remaining neareſt ſhall be at liberty ta 
take poſſeſſion of the ſaid eſtate and to 
enjoy the ſame as if the perſon refuſing 
was dead I do alfo order that truſtees be 
appointed in ſuch place as ſhall be thought 
neceſſary to preſerve the contingent remain- 
der, with power to the perſon in pofſfeſ- 
ſion or the guardians of the children who 
ſhall have a right to the eſtate when they 
Mall have attained the age of twenty one 
years to leaſe the ſame And I hereby 
give and bequeath all the furniture plate 
pictures china looking glaſſes linen, fire 
arms carriages waggons houſehold uten- 
fils garden tools horſes horned cattle an- 
nuity and all other things belonging to 
the houſes park land gardens . baths 
and appurtenances at Thoreſby Holm 
Pierepoint and all the other houſes 
lately belonging, to his Grace the Duke 
of Kingſton deceaſed in the county of 
Nottingham ar any other part of Eng- 
land (the county of Middleſex only ex- 
cepted) unto the ſaid Sir George Shuck- 
burgh Sir Richard Heron and George 
Paine their executors adminiſtrators and 
| aſſigns 
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affigns on condition of having them va- 
lued and eſtimated by two indifferent per- 
ſons of the gfeateſt ſkill and experience 
according to their different ſorts and qua- 
lities and to offer them firſt to Charles 
Meadows of Eſq. if he will 
make a purchaſe thereof at the price of 
the valuation and pay the amount thereof 
in five equal annual portions but if he 
refuſes to accept of it, it ſhall then be 
publicly fold by the faid truſtees, their 
executors adminiſtrators and aſhgns, and 
the monies ariſing therefrom ſhall be re- 
ceived and retained by them ; and if the 
furniture and other things produce the ſum 
of fifteen thouſand pounds or more this 
ſum of fifteen thouſand pounds ſhall be 
paid to Evelin Philip Meadows Eſquire * 
of Chaillot near Paris and the ſurplus be 
advanced by the ſaid Sir George Shuck- 


®*. Theſe are the chattels bequeathed her by his Grace of 
Kingſton, which, as her perſonal property, will, of courſe, 
occaſion a conteſt on the part of the next of kin. The pre- 
tenſions of Evelys Meadows to this bequeſt, are, to ſuch a 
character as the Ducheſs, the beſt founded imaginable, He 
diſgraced her by a proſecution, which finally exiled her. 
Like Charles the Second, ſhe provided for enemies ; leaving 
her friends to conſole themſelves with the love of her good 
qualities. 


burgh 
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burgh Sir Richard Heron and George 
Payne their executors adminiſtrators and 
aſſigns on Government ſecurity the inte- 
reſt to be paid to the ſaid Evelin Philip 
Meadows during his life and after his de- 
ceaſe tlie principal ſhall be divided equally 
among his children with benefit of ſurvi- 
vorſhip until twenty one years and the 
proviſion for their maintenance ſhall be 


taken in the uſual manner out of the in- 


tereſts of the ſaid ſecurities but if the ſaid 
Evelyn Philip Meadows ſhould not leave 
any children it ſhall be paid and applied to 
the benefit of the children of the ſaid 
Charles Meadows, his eldeſt ſon excepted, 
equally with benefit of ſurvivorſhip and the 
uſual adminiſtration for the maintenance 
of them as ordered with reſpect to the 
children of the ſaid Evelyn Philip Mea- 
dows. But if the whole does not pro- 
duce fifteen thouſand pounds then the total 
ſhall be paid to the ſaid Evelyn Philip 
Meadows and if it ſhould ſo happen that 
the ſaid Evelyn Philip Meadows ſhould die 
before me, then the faid produce ſhall be 
paid unto and divided amongſt his children 
if more than one with the uſual proviſion 
for their maintenance as herein before men · 


tioned and if he leaves only one child the 
| ſaid 
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faid produce ſhall be given to ſuch child 
and if he ſhould die without heirs it ſhall - 
then be paid to the children of the ſaid 
Charles Meadows, his eldeſt ſon excepted, 
in the ſame manner as to thoſe of the ſaid 
Evelyn Philip Meadows. And I allo give 
and bequeath unto ſaid Charles Meadows 
all the rommunion plate which belonged 
to the chapel of Thoreſby and which 
were taken away with the other veſſels and 
ſent by miſtake to St, Peterſburgh in Ruſ- 
fia ®, and my gold deſert plate with the 
caſe of knives forks and ſpoons of gold 
and four golden falt cellars all engraved 
with the arms of Kingſton and alſo 
one large ſalt cellar called Queen Eliza-- 
beth's falt cellar together with all my other 
gold and gilt plate whatſoever, either for 
uſe or ornament and likewiſe the following 
plate viz, one large ciſtern with ornaments 


2 To ſtrip a chapel of the Communion plate, and pre- 
tend that the ſacramental veſſels could be ſent from Not- 
tinghaniſhire to Ruſſia BY MisSTAKE, is adding a lie to ſacri- 
lege. If it were poſſible that the Communion plate were ſent 
to Peterſbugh, by miſtake, how cam it not to be returned 
when the m;//ake was diſcovered ? It is ſhocking to conſider 
to what length the 4% off ovarice can inpel the human 
mind. A chapel may be robbed, and the impiety of the 
deed may be termed a be 


T weighing 


38 ] 


weighing 3606 ounces two large ſilver 
veſſels to put wine in with their pedeſtals 
and appurtenances one large cover one 
middle piece weighing 6320z. 5dwts. two 
large turzens with covers weighing 1342 0z- 
5dwts. and their diſhes; two tureens with 
handles weighing 592 0z. 10 dt. Two 
corner tureens weighing together 65002, 
17dt, two ſoup diſhes weighing 17102. 
19 dt. four ice pails weighing together 
\ 282 Oz. 13 dt. two large cups weighing to- 
gether 2660z., 5dt. two cups weighing 
1580z. 10dt. fix cups weighing together 
2780z. 8dt. fix cups weighing together 
18802. 8 dt. two cups weighing 44 02. 
34dt. two cups weighing 71 oz. 16dt. 
four cups weighing 700z. 16dt. eight 
cups plain round weighing 234 0z. 6dt. 
eight deep round cups weighing 18402. 
four corner cups weighing 760z. 4dr. fix 
' ſauce boats weighing 12807. 19dt. five 
dozen of plain plates weighing 1441 02. 
14dt. and fix dozen of wrought plates 
weighing 14.37 0z. 13dt, *—And I alfo give 


This ſpecification of valuable articles is aſtonifhing ; 
and ſtill more aſtoniſhing % the current language of ene, at 
leaſt, of the Executors, that the Ducheſs died impoveriſhed, 
How far a mixture of /e/f-intereff may cauſe ſuch reports to 
be propagated, is matter of conſideration for the relatives, 

him . 


L 


him my nine dozen of Moco handle knives 
and forks mounted in gold which I bought 
at Rome and likewiſe the whole length por- 
trates of the late Duke of Kingſton and of 
the preſent Ducheſs of Kingſton to be put 
up at Thoreſby which as well as all the 
plates ſhall be reputed as an heir loom of 
the ſaid houſe ; and I alſo give him the 
ſeveral pieces of cannon and the ſhips and 
veſſel on Thoreſby Lake all the copper 
fountains locks bolts bars bells—and all 
other furniture in and about the houſes 
gardens ſtables and houſes thercunto be- 
longing to be reputed as appendages of 
the ſaid houſe and I give and bequeath 
to Mrs. Meadows wife of the ſaid Charles 
Meadows all my gold fillagree work plate 
tailette furniture together with all the an- 
cient enamelled ornaments thereto belong- 
ing and all the cabinets and other pieces of 
japan ware all the gold and gilt plate and 
Japan ware, are now at St. Peterſburg, 
alſo my pearl necklace conſiſting of 
of pearls with two drop pearls in the ſhape 
of pears ſtrung at the two ends of the 
necklace and which belonged heretofore to 
the family of Kingſton And I order that 
all the plate and the pearl necklace here- 
above mentioned and given to Mr, and 
T 2 Mrs. 
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Mrs. Charles Meadows as aforcfaid ſhall bo 
carried and placed at Thorcfby and that 
they ſhall enjoy the ſame for ever together 
with the houſe as ap heir loom. i 


I give leave and bequeath my houſe 
ſituate at Montmartre or in any other place 
at or near Paris in the kingdem of Francg 
with the gardens and appurtenances unta 
Mefirs, Girardot and Haller bankers at 
Paris on condition cf their ſelling the fame 
and paying out of the money arifing there- 
from to the Abbe Filiatree now at the 
Prince Cardinal of Rohan's one thouſand 
Louis-d'ors unto the ſaid Mr. Haller fix 
hundred Louis-d'ors to purchaſe a pair of 
diamond ſhoe buckles to Madam de Groſs 
at Paris one thouſand Louis-d'ors to Mr, 
''Ekouſfe of Paris five hundred Louis-d'ors 
ro Mr. Becket de Moyceque of Calais 
iecand ſon of the late Prefident Cocove * 
one thouſand Louis-d'ors and to pay to my 
truſtees five hundred Louis-d'ors to be 
placed out at intereſl and pay the income 
to Madamoiſelle Cafferiere a young lady 
of Calais—Siſter of the late Mr. Cafferiere 


The elde dt ſon, who travelled with the Ducheſs ta 


Rome, Peterſburgh, and other places, is commended by hay 
good wilhes, to the care of IIcaven. 


0 
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of the Cuſtom-houſe during her liſe and 
after her deceaſe to pay the principal to 
the ſaid Mr, Becket de Moyceque of 
Calais to purchaſe an annual rent of one 
hundred Louis d'ors for ever for the bene - 
fit of the two ſchgols at Calais for the edu- 
cation of all the children which ſhall be 
brought there for inſtruction according to 
the rules of thoſe ſchools newly eſtabliſhed 
and the rent to be paid one half each to 
each of the ſaid ſchools, the receipts of 
the fix brothers of the boys ſchool and of 
the fix ſiſters of the girls ſchool ſhall be a 
ſuthcient diſcharge and to employ “ a ſafe 
ficient ſum for building a priſon for the 
priſoners of war and thoſe for debtin.order 
to keep them ſeparate from the crimie 
nals; and if there ſhauld remain any mo- 
ney over and above theſe diſpoſals they 
{hall employ a ſufficient quantity for the 
building of a water mill in a + convenient. 

place 


# "This idea of erecting a ſeparate priſon for the debtors, 


was ſuggeſted to the Ducheſs by Major Semple, who ſtated it 
to have been his principal ſufferance, to have had his feelings 
avo»nded, by heing liable to mix with regnet. 


+ This jocular mode of converting the Mayor of Calais 
into a Miller, is altogether H fuitable to the genius of the 


7. Hator, 
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place in the town of Calais for the uſe and 
benefit of the public (as at certain times 
when the wind fails the poor are liable to 
be without bread) which ſhall grind gratis 
for the'poor on Mondays Wedneſdays and 
Fridays under the iaſpection and direction 
of the mayor of the town, and laſtly the 
remainder to be employed by Mr. Haller 
in brilliants for Mademoiſelle Hougherot, 
none of the diamonds to be under the 
weight of one carat. I will that all the 
plate aud other effects (the pictures ex- 
cepted) which are in the houſe at Paris be 
ſold by my executors the money ariſing 
therefrom to be placed out in government 
or other good ſecurities and the intereſt 
thereof to be paid to Mrs. Doniſthorne 
wife of the aforementioned Reverend John 
Doniſthorne during her life and after her 
death the capital to be divided among her 
children in ſuch manner and at ſuch times 
as ſhe ſhall direct by deed or teſtament in 
default of which diſpoſal on her part it 
ſhall be divided among them in equal por- 
tions to be paid to them when they ſhall 
have reſpectively attained the twenty firſt 


T:/ator, as not, perhaps, W occur to the mind of any other 
perſon in the univerſe, Thote is an air of Iunacy pervades 
the whole of the will. 


year 


[ 143 Þ 


year of their age with the uſual power for 
their maintenance and benefit of furvivor- 
ſhip if any of them die before attaining the 
age of twenty one years but if ſhe leaves 
no iſſue then to ſuch perſons; and in ſuch 
manner as ſhe ſhall direct in the ſaid deeds 
or teſtament And I give leave and be- 
queath my hotel and the garden adjacent 
together with the ſtables dependencies and 
appurtenances firuate at Calais in the ſaid _.. 
kingdom of France to the government OW 8 
of the ſaid kingdom to be employed 25 * GAs 
make the reſident of the commandant 

the ſaid town of Calais for the ams, K. 

ing to be delivered after the furniture and 
fixtures ſhall be taken out together with 

the wines and liquors which are in, the 
cellar * which are to be left for the uſe of 

the firſt commandant whoſhall reſide there 

I give and bequeath the pictures in the 
gallery of the ſaid hotel painted by Mig- 

nard to the Lord Mayor Aldermen and 
Commonalty of the City of London begging 
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This cellar is in exellent condition as to what it con- 
tains, for there are about arg thouſand bottles of different 
ſorts of wine in it. The preſent commandant, having paſſed 

his grand climacteric, ws not qualitied to enjoy the plea- 
ſures of the cellar, but, ſhould it fall to theglot of a bop 
virant, it would prove a moſt acceptable bequeſt. 
their 
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their acceptance thereof and that they 
would place them in the Egyptian hall of 
the Manſion houſe which the Lord Mayor 
of the ſaid City for the time being inha- 
bits . I give and bequeath the remainder 
of the pictures and the futniture of the 
ſaid hotel (the plate and houſehold linen 
excepted) unto the ſaid Sir George Shuck- 
burg Sir Richard Heron and George Payne 
their executors adminiſtrators and aſſigns 
to be ſold by auction at the beginning of 
the month of May in the year next after 
my deceaſe, and to regulate the accounts 
of Mr. Speake my maitre d'hotel in that 
town under the inſpection of Mr. John 
Williams my maitre d'hotel at the hotel 
of Kingſton and pay him the balance if 
any be due to him alſo to pay to each of 
my Engliſh domeſtics who ſhall be in my 
ſervice at the hour of my deceaſe the ſum 
of twenty pounds each to pay the expences 
of their paſſage and journey And I order 
hereby that the reſt of the pore arifing 


* There are Arteen of theſe pictures, and very valuable 
they are; but whether they may ever come into the poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Corporation of London, is at preſent, a little 
probe matical. The relations of the Ducheſs may think it 
quite as well to convert them inta,caſlt, as fo have them or- 
nament the Hall ro which the Ducheſs, i in a moment of 
con ſigned them. 


from 


SS 


from the ſaid fale ſhall be equally divided 
by the faid Sir George Shuckburgh Sir 
Richard Heron and George Payne their 
executors adminiſtrators and aſſigns among 
the children of the ſiſters of the late Sir 
John Chudleigh with the uſual powers 
for their maintenance and benefit of ſurvi- 
vorſhip in caſe any of them ſhould die be- 
fore having received the legacies And I 
hereby order that the plate the filver urn 
excepted which ſhall be in my ſaid hotel ar 
the day of my deceaſe ſhall be ſent to my 
houſe at Knightſbridge called Kingſton 
Houſe for the uſe and behoof of the ſaid 
A——— his executors adminiſtrators and 
aſſigns unt whom I have left the ſaid 
houſe And I give and bequeath all the 
houſehold linen to Madomoiſelle Charles 
Meadows. I give and bequeath to Mr. 
Fry Dr. of Medicine at Rome who at- 
tended me during my abode in that City 
all my houſehold linen the furniture pie- 
tures plate linen china and all the other 
goods and effects whatſoever belonging to 
me in the poſſeſſion and cuſtody of the 
Abbeſs of the Convent of * of the 


The property in the cuſtody of this nameleſs 48/7, 


added to the pther poſſeſſions at Rome, are eſtimated at two 
*bouſand pounds value 


yg laid 
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faid Doctor Fry and of Mr. Orlanderd Treas. 
ſurer of the Jeſuits her paying two hundred 
ducats to the ſaid Mr. Orlanderd, or if he 


| ſhould be dead at the day of my deceaſe 


to his widow if ſhe is alive and I arder that 


a catalogue be made of the printed muſic 


and books in the hands of the ſaid perſons 
at Rome and that the ſaid printed muſic 
and the books together with a copy of the 
ſaid catalogue ſhall be delivered to the 
Ruſſian Miniſter then at this place far the 
uſe of General Foſſoſkie at St. Peterſburgh 
if living, but if he is dead for the uſe of 
his ſon—I give leave and bequeath my 
land called Chudleigh in the diſtrict of 


| Motlic in the Ruſſian empire, together 


with the houſe in which I refide and all 
other houſes and buildings thereto belonging 
and all the foreſts mines quarries dependen- 
cies and appurtenances and all the furni- 
ture plate houſehold linen china looking 
glaſſes and other things in and about the ſaid 
houſe ſtables gardensand outhouſes with the 
horſes peaſants, annual and perpetual rents 
and other things belonging to the ſaid land 
unto his heirs and affigns for ever for which 
he ſhall pay within twelve months after my 
deceaſe the ſum of thirty thouſand roubles 
to Mr. Muers my apothecary living there 

in 
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in one of my houſes, and one tenth of the 
produce of all the mines whatſoever to 
ſuch perſon or perſons in favor of whom it 
ſhall pleaſe her Imperial Majeſty graciouſly 
to diſpoſe of the ſame to be by them had 
and received for their own proper uſe and I 
order that my four muſical ſlaves “ and their 
wives bought of Mr. Douglas at Revel 
Hall have their liberty fix years after my 
deceaſe and that there ſhall be paid to each 
of them thitty ſix roubles per annum to be 
paid out of the ſaid land for the ſervices 
they are to render to the perſon or perſons 
to whom my land is bequethed and unto 
their wives the ſum of eighteen roubles 
per annum each, 


I give leave and bequeath in like man- 
ner the piece of land at Schuſſelbourg a 
gracious gift made to me by her Imperial 
Majeſty the Empreſs of all the Ruſſias ſi- 

tuate on the banks of the Neva and ad- 


Even in this manumiſſion there is diſcovered a latent 
principle of tyranny; for the ſlaves are to be liberated for 
fix years, and be afterwards in bondage during the remainder 
of their lives. As was ſaid of Herod, that © it were bettfr 
1 to be his hogs, than his children, ſo would the condition 
of a coal-heaver have been preferable to that of her Grace 


of Kingſton « Myfical Performers.“ 
| U 3 joining 
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joining to the land of Prince PoteniKtn 


unto and his heirs for ever 
And I give leave and bequeath all the 
land purchaſed of General Iſmoiloff in the 
year 1785 called Caſterbaback on the road 
of Czarſco Zello with the houſes gardens 
and dependencies unt 

and his heirs for ever. And I give leave 
and bequeath my large houſe and other 
houſes gardens and land at St. Peterſburg 
bought of the ſaid General Iſmoiloff, 


H unto and his heirs for 


ever I give to the Counteſs of Gramont 
my large black enamelled ring ſet round 
with brilliants and having a large oval 
brilliant in the middle and I give to the 
Counteſs de Boſſe my cornucopia ſet with 
brilliants one pair of ear-rings of eme- 
ralds round pear faſhion, my large eme- 
tald ring ſet round with brilliants and an 
emerald croſs and ribbon attached to it ſet 
cound with brilliants and likewiſe all my 
emeralds. I give and bequeath my two 
fine muſic luſtres at the houſe at St. Pe- 
terſburg where I reſide my fine organ 
mounted with engraved glaſs and precious 
ſtones ſet in gold and fillagree work with 
two tables of Oriental alabaſter to the 
Prince of as a ſmall teſtimony 


of; 
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of my remembrance and of his attention 
to me And I give and bequeath all my 
organs (except the above mentioned) and 
all my forte pianos and muſical inſtruments 
of every kind all my mufic and the books 
of my library at St. Peterſburg together 
with all my globes teleſcopes and all other 
optical inſtruments and all my clothes in 
the ſaid houſe trimmed or lined with fur 
and all other furs made up or not made up 
in all the houſes whatſoever which I have 
in Ruſſia unto 
And I give and bequeath all my china and 
looking-glafſes whatſoever belonging to 
the ſaid houſes at St. Peterſburg either or- 
namental or uſeful (the mirrors belonging 
to the houſes excepted) and all the houſe- 
hold linen that ſhall be found therein to 
the ſaid Charles Meadows and I give all 
the carpets of the ſaid houſe the coach- 
horſes the kitchen furniture in and about 
the ſaid houſe at St, Peterſburg unto my 
executors as making part of my own pro- 
per eſtate I give and bequeath likewiſe 
all .the remainder of the furniture that 
ſhall be found in the ſaid houſe ar St. Pe- 
terſburg unto the ſaid unto 
whom I have given the ſaid houſe I give 
and bequeath as an act of juſtice to the ſaid 
Charles 


(wo 3 


Charles Meadows to be reputed an heir- 
loom of Thoreſby the two pictures which 
are in the poſſeſſion of the Count de ® 
through the miſunderſtood in- 
terpretation of a letter which he received 
and which he maintains to have been pre- 
| ſented to him viz. one of the ſaid pictures 
known and atteſted by Carlo Marriott fos 
an original of Raphael the Holy Family 
and the other a Claude Lorrain It is ſaid 
in the ſaid letter that theſe two pictures 
were much eſteemed and admired by the 
late Duke of Kingſton I ſet a great va- 
lue on them and I truſted them to his care, 
the expreſſion in French was © Je vous le 
<< confie” (I truſt them to you) this cir- 
cumſtance can be atteſted by Major Moreau p 
at that time my ſecretary who wrote that 
letter ſigned by me, they have been de- 
manded and refuſed ſeveral times and par- 
ticularly once by tny painter Mr. Le Sure 
| who preſented the requeſt in writing 
ſigned by me 


I give and bequeath to 
the model of a ſleeping figure the original 
whereof is now at Rome which was or is 


The Nobleman here alluded to, is Count Cbernic bop. 
thought 
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thought to have been ſeenatthe ſaid Compte 
de | having been brought 
from Thoreſby in Nottinghamſhire by 
Moiett my gardener, who ſhipped it on 
board a ſhip which brought him and the 
figure to St. Peterſburg where he himſelf 
delivered it and where he ſaw it often and 
for a long time in the court yard of the 
ſaid Count before the houſe and during 
many months in the ſaid Count's garden 
in a caſe withqut a cover, I have kept his 
atteſtation thereof copy whereof I annexed 
to this preſent act I order my executors 
and truſtees to offer all the pictures of my 
houſe at St. Peterſburg to her Imperial Ma- 
jeſty if ſhe will accept of them, and pay 
for them unto my faid executors the ſum 
of one hundred thouſand roubles * and if 
her Majeſty does not accept of them my 
executors ſhall be bound to offer them to 
the King of Spain and in caſe he ſhould 
not accept of them they ſhall then cauſe 
them to be ſent to England to be publicly 
{old there. 


I direct and requeſt the ſaid Sir George 
Shuckburgh Sir Richard Heron and George 


About twenty-five thouſand pounds ſterling. 
Payne 
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Payne to offer and lay at the feet of her 
Imperial Majeſty my pair of pearl ear- 
rings with my aigrette containing five red 
pearls and onę large red pearl ſuſpended 
from an Imperial crown of brilliants only 
worthy to be offered as the rareſt jewel in 
the known world and the acknowledgment 
of a heart full of gratitude for the particu- 
lar friendſhip with which her Imperial Ma- 
jeſty has always diſtinguiſhed me 
I give and bequeath to his Holinefs the 
Pope a miniature picture repreſenting the 
Holy Family by Raphael in a gold fnuff- 
box incruſted with pebbles found in Sax- 
ony as an acknowledgement of his graci- 
ous protection and of the honour and fa- 
vour he was pleafed to ſhew me by pre- 
ſerving a very conſiderable property con- 
| fiſting of plate jewels and other things of 
value which were under his Holineſs's care, 
during three years that my perſecution 
laſted which were well preſerved and re- 
ſtored to me undamaged and without ex+ 
pences 


I give and bequeath unto the Britiſh 
Muſeum in Montague Houſe Great Ruſ- 
ſel · ſtreet Bloomſbury London my two 

large 
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large pearls ſet round with brilliants which 
are ſuppoſed to weigh 47 grains more than 
thoſe pledged by the Dutch in England in 
the reign of the Houſe of Stuart which 
were eſtimated too high to be purchaſed 
and alſo the ſnuff-box which appears to be 
chryſtal and which is only Scotch pebble 
ſet round with diamonds and ſerved as a 
caſe to a watch of Mary Queen of Scot- 
land and was given by her to a friend on 
the ſcaffold in her laſt moments that it 
may remain among the cuxioſities in Eng · 


wool 


I give and bequeath to the Right Ho- 
nourable the Counteſs of Saliſbury my pair 
of ear rings of white pearls in the form of 
pears ſet with brilliants which anciently 
belonged to the Counteſs of Saliſbury in 
the time of the reign of Edward who in- 
ſtituted the Order of the Garter and pur- 
chaſed by me of Mr. Matthew Lamb 
- truſtee of one of the Houſe of Saliſbury, 


I give and bequeath my large diamond 
ring conſiſting of one ſtone weighing 
twenty-ſeven grains to the Earl of Hillf- 
borough Baron in England as a ſmall teſti- 
mony of my acknowledgment for the con- 

| - conſtant 
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bf ſtant friendſhip which he ſhewgd me dure 
ing the time of my PS and perſecy- | 
tions, 


I give and we my large diamond 
button which I wore in my hat and a dia- 
mond loop to be purchaſed by my execu- 
tors and worn therewith the diamonds to 
be of one carat each of the firſt quality 
Engliſh cut for his Grace: the Duke of 
Newcaſtle, 


I give and bequeath the fellow button 
to his Grace the Duke of Portland with 
a ſimilar hoop to be purchaſed. | 


1 give and bequeath to the Right Ha- 
pourable Lord Viſcount Barrington one 
thouſand pounds for a ſqlitaire ring. 


I give and beqyeath ta the Right Ho- 
nqurable Admiral Barrington my frigata 
with all her fails agpafel anchors and 
other things thereto belonging to be de- 
liyered to him after making her voyage 
from Ruſſia tq trapſport to England ſuch 
neceſſary equi page and other things as my 
executors ſhall want to tranſport there and 
in caſe the Frigate ſhall be þy them de- 

manded 
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manded for that purpoſe; but this voyage 
mall be made within fifteen AP wen. tar 
my deceaſc, | 


I give and bedr to the Honourable 
Mr. Daines Barrington of the Inner Tem- 
ple London my antique cameo ring with 
the head of Cicero and every thing that 
may be found in my cabinet of natural 
hiftory, and ſundry looſe parcels found in 
| therivers in different parts of the world 
and which are in a eryſtal box to appear- 
anee but i is a Scotch PR fer ay — 
monds. 


We give and bequeath to the Right Revd, 
Shute Barrington Biſhop of Saliſbury * 


I give and bequeath to the ſaid. Sir 


George Shuckburgh Baronet my diamond 
ſhoe buckles. * 


I give and bequeath to Sir Richard 
Heron to be held and reputed as an heir- 


* As the blanks in this hocys pocus medley, which Mr. 
Payne, One of the executors, has the kindneſs to call a will, 
is not filled up, the Biſhop of Saliſbury muſt be content with 
the good wiſhes of his de parted friend. 
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loom to him and his family my large pair 
of diamond ear- rings brilliants confiſting 
of a ſingle ſtone each. 


I give and bequeath to my coufin Mr. 
Harry Oxendon who married Miſs Peggy 
Chudleigh the youngeſt daughter of my 
uncle Sir George Chudleigh Bart; of the 
county of Devon to be held and reputed 
2s heir-looms my ſet of brilliants and to- 
. pazes.confilting of a necklace one pair of 
ear· rings one ring one pair of ſhoe huckles | 
in yellow topazes all ſer round with bril- 
liants which (the ſhoe buckles excepted) 
were given to me as a preſent by the Elec- 
treſs Dowager of Saxony and a large pearl 
in form of a pea ſet round with brilliants 
and alſo a pair of ſhapes embroidered in 
brilliants for women's ſhoes and eight rare 
dtamonds which ſerved as trimming for a 
robe with the four foliages of brilliants 
dependent thereto to make 'a pair of 
buckles and I give him the ſum of three 
hundred and twenty pounds to purchaſe 
_ thirty-two brilliants to make the large 
fide of the an 


I give and Venen to Kr. 1 cd 
; fon of my couſin Mr. John Chicheſter and 
| of 
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of Mary Chudleigh his wife and one of 
the daughters of Sir George Chudleigh to 
become and be reputed as heir-loomy the 
n n * 


1 give and bequeath to my couſin Mr, 
Prideaux who married Miſs Mary Chud- 
leigh daughter of Sir George Chudleigh 
my large diamond breaſt knot which I 
uſually wore in my hat which I deſire 
may become and be reputed as an heit- 

loom. I hereby order my executors to 

lay out two thouſand pounds in the pur- 

chaſe of an annuity for Elizabeth Chud- 

| teigh fiſter of the late Sir John Chudleigh 

do be paid to her and I give her a legacy 
| of three hundred pounds, 


| 85 1 ao give and bequeath to Miſs 8 
5] PR one hundred pants for a ring. 


+ 8 + 


couſin who Lives near Wrexham in the 


Among the number of diamonds which the Ducheſs 
bequeathed, it will be rather difficult for the executors to aſ- 
certain which were the mwenty-rbree ſhe intended for Mr. 
Chichefler, Left to er N A 
the ff water. 

county 
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wcouity of Wales the ſum of five hundred 
pounds and all my rubies ſet with bril- 
Hunants eight brilliant robe buttons my pearl 
necklace compoſed of fix rows: my ſap- 
phires and yellow brilliants confiſting of 
one pair of eat-rings two ſaphires for but- 


tons two ſmall flowers i in form of daifies à 


butterfly a faphire ring ſet with brilfiants 
and a ſaphire pear ſet with btilliants to hang 
at the neck a ſolitaire ring yellow diamond 
A hoop ring all which diamonds and pre- 
Er ſtones I defire may be looked upon 
And reputed a as heir. ooms. : 


9 give and phil to my Goufin Miſs 
Elizabeth Chudleigh third daughter of 
. George Chudleigh of the 
County of Devon the brilliant loops whieh 
I uſually wore to the ſleeves of my gown 
and a knot of brilliants with which I ge- 
nerally tie my morning gowti and my large 
brilliant ring during their life and after their 
death I give them to ſome one of their 
fiſters children to diſpoſe of tbem. 


1 give and bequeth to my relation Mrs. 
Standard formerly Miſs Maſon the ſum of 

by five hundred pounds and alſo a large filver 

£ table engraved with the arms of Chudleigh 


a large 
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à large filyer coffee pot and 2 filver tea 
ſervice in the form of an urn which is at 
Calais as hair looms, 


I give and bequeath to Mr. Jeffery Chalut 
die Verin Farmer General in France all my 
pictures which ſhall be found in or about 
Paris and the ſum of one thouſand Louis 
d'ors to purchaſe a ring in my remem- 
hrance, 8 


I give and bequeath to Mrs. Payne wife 
of the aforementioned George Payne my 
gold watch and chain ſet with ſmall bril- 
liants and my large uſual ring which ſhe 
will pleaſe to wear for my ſake and to be 
given after my deceaſe to the eldeſt daugh- 
ter if ſhe pleaſes, 


I give and hequeath to the virtuous and 
honorable Mr. Komonſki of St. Peterſburg 
at the Chancery of Prince Potemkin in 
conſideration of his reſpectful attachment 
and of the care he took of me during my 
voyage from St. Peterſburg to France 
when he was ſent with me by her mof 
graciqus Imperial Majeſty the ſum of fifty 
thouſand roubles which legacy I order to 
| he paid to him the year after my deceaſe. 
I givs 


5 
| 
| 

| 

| 
|. 
| 

| 

| 
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I give and bequeath to Mrs, Ann Has 
milton a rent of two hundred pounds per 


annum during ber life to be paid out of 
my perſonal eſtate, 


I give and bequeath to my old and faith, 
fu} ſeryant John Williams the ſum of four 
thouſand pounds and to his wife who has 
been with me a great number of years the 
fum of five hyndred pounds and to their 
fan and daughter the ſum af three thou- 
ſand pounds each and I defire the ſaid Sir 
John-Shuckburgh Sir Richard Heron and 
George Payne their Executors Adminiſtra- 
tors and Aſſigns to employ the ſym of one 


hundred thouſand livres in the purchaſe 


of an anguity on the heads of Speake and 
his wife now my domeſtics in my houſe. at 
Calais and on the head of the ſurvivors to 
be paid to the ſaid Speake and. his wife 


during their lives by moieties the. moiety 


payable to the wife ſhall be for her ſeparate 


uſe and her receipt ſhall be a ſufficient dife 
charge and after the death of either of 


them the remainder ſhall be paid to the 


ſurvivor during life. I alſo defire the ſaid 


Sir George Schuckburgh Sir Richard Heron 


and George Payne their Executors Admi- 
ghiſtrators and Aſſigns to employ the like 


ſum 
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um of one hundred thouſand livres on go- 
vernment or good ſecurities and to pay the 
| Intereſt or dividend to Anthony Seymour 
my domeſtic now living in my houſe at 
St. Peterſburg during his life and after his 
death to his wife during her life and after 
the deceaſe of the ſurvivor ro transfer the 
funds or ſecurity in which this ſum ſhall be 
placed to their child my god-ſon Evelyn 
Seymour when he ſhall have attained the 
age of twenty one years, And the intereſt 
on dividend ſhal applied in the mean 
time for his maintenance and education 
but if the ſaid Evelyn Seymour ſhould 
happen to die before the age of twenty 
one years then I give it to the next child of 
the ſaid Anthony Seymour and of his wife 
payable in the ſame manner as directed for 
Evelyn Seymour and ſo on in ſucceſſion 
whilſt there is a child of thedaid Anthony 
Seymour and his wife and I give to the ſaid 
Anthony Seymour or to his wiſe, If he 
ſhall die before me to be paid in caſe theyor 
the ſurvivor ſhall render up my property of 
Saint Peterſburgh unto my Executors and 


with their conſent the fum of two hundred 
pounds and I order that their wages ſhall 


continue to be paid to them until they ſhall 
be diſcharged by my Executors And I 
Y give 
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give to my ſervant John Lilly five buadre d 
pounds and I defire the ſaid Sir George 
Shuckburgh Sir Richard Heron and George 
Payne their Executors Adminiſtrators and 
Aſſigns to employ the ſum of one hundred 
thouſand livres to purchaſe an -annuity on 
the heads of the ſaid John Lilly and his 
wife and on that of the ſurvivor and to 
pay it to the ſaid John Lilly during his life 
and after his death to his wife during her 
life. J order that this annuity be paid into 
the hands of the ſaid John Lilly and his 
wife ſolely on their reſpective receipts to 
ſerve as a diſcharge and if either of them 
ſhould ſell or aſſign this annuity it ſhall then 
- ceaſe and ſhall be no longer payable to 
them but ſhall then lapſe and become part 
of my perſonal eſtate, I deſire my ſaid 
Executors, to advance the ſum of fix hun- 
dred pounds to be employed in the -pur- 
chafe of an annuity for the life of Alexan- 
der Berry my coachman and to pay ir into 
bis own hands during his life and his ſim- 
ple receipt ſhall be a diſcharge, and if he 
ſells or aſſigns it this annuity ſhall. ceaſe 
and lapſe to become part ef my perſonal 
eſtate And I deſire my ſaid Lxecutors to 
purchaſe an annuity of fifty pounds per 
annum with a part of my eſtate during the 
4 life 


* 
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life of Mr. Angel who lives with me as 
interpreter and to pay it him n his 


life. 
I give and bequeath- to Mr. Campbell 
ſon of 1 Campbell Eſq of 


Wales by his deceaſed wife formerly Miſs 
Meadows daughter of Philip Meadows 
Eſq Deputy Ranger of Richmond Park in 
the County of Surry. the ſum of five thou- 
ſand pounds And- I give and bequeath to 
Mrs. Egerton of Saliſbury in the County 
of Wilts widow a rent of fifty pounds per 
annum and after her death this rent ou 
be paid to her brother 
_ Lindley, if living and I require and ks 
order my Executors to purchaſe an annuity 
of. fifty. pounds per annum for the faid 
Mrs, Egerton and Mr. Lindley if they ſhall 
be living at the time of my deceaſe and to 
pay it half yearly to them or him as above 
but if one of them only ſhall be alive the 
ſame annuity for the life of the party then 
living ſhall be paid half yearly to him or 
©. heras the caſe may be And I hereby deſire 
my: Executors to call on Mr. Samuel Cox * 


The ſum which MF. Chr owed the Ducheſs, was : 

_ #onſand pounds, She affiſted him with the money in a man- 
ner thut did her credit, 7 

1 2 jeweller 
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jeweller of Shoe Lane London and require 
him to pay what he is indebted to me as 
ſoon as his circumſtances wil l permit without 
deranging himſelf leaving it to his known 
honor and conſcience to pay it without be- 
ing compelled by any ſecurity which he 
may have given me and which may be 
found in my poſſeſſion at my deceaſe, and 
in caſe the ſaid Charles Cox ſhould die be- 
fore he has paid it I make no doubt 'but 
his ſon or his repreſentative will honor the 
ſaid debt and when it ſhall be paid 1 order 
that it ſhall be divided in equal ſhares a- 
mong the children of the ſaid Mrs. Strong, 
With reſpect to all the refidue of my 
eſtate after payment of my debts funeral 
expences and legacies and all charges and 
expences for the execution of my true will | 
I order the ſaid Sir George Schuckburgh 
Sir Richard Heron and George Payne their 
Executors Adminiſtrators and Aſſigns to 
apply this capital and employ it on good 
ſecurity and to employ the intereſts or di- 
vidends thereof if they amount to a ſuf⸗ 
ficient ſum on government or good ſecy- 
rity in ſuch manner that it be for the life 
of the ſaid Mr. Charles Meadows and 
General Meadows and at the deceaſe of 
one of them one half of the intereſts ſhall 
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be employed for the widow of the firſt 
dying during her life and at the deceaſe of 
the other the other half ſhall be for the 
widow of the ſurvivor of the ſaid Charles 
Meadows and General Meadows and after 
the deceaſe of one of the ſaid two wi- 
dows—Qne half of the principal ſhall be 
paid transferred and aſſigned over to the 
faid Mr. Campbell ſon of the ſaid Mr. 
Campbell and of his wife formerly Miſs 
Meadows and after the deceaſe of the 
other widow the principal of the other half 
ſhall be transferred and affigned over to 
the ſi ſaid Mr. Campbell. 


And I hereby revoke all wills by me 
heretofore made and I conſtitute the ſaid 
Sir George Shuckburgh, Sir Richard He- 
ron and George Payne my teſtamentary 
Agents and Executors and give to each of 
them one rhouſand pounds for the trouble 
they may haye, And I order that in caſe 
the ſaid George Payne ſhould go from 
France to Ruſſia to take the poſſeſſion and 
direction of my eſtate that over and above 
all the charges and expences he may be put 
to and over and above the ſaid legacy 
of one thouſand pounds he ſhall be paid 
pr | ſhall retain the ſum of two thouſand 
| pounds 
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pounds fon his trouble in making that 
voyage In Witneſs whercof I have ſigned 
my name on the firſt fifteen. ſheets of 
paper of the ſixteen ſheets of which 
this teſtament of my will is compoſed and 
on the ſixteenth ſheet I have ſigned my 
name and an xed my ſaal of arms this 
26th day of October in . year of our 
n SPOON : * A 


(Signed) E. Barben Warth 


Sened ſeated dublibbed and. pa = 8.) 
clared by the faid Elizabeth, Ducheſs | 547 
of Kingſton Counteſs of Warth the 
te ſtatrix in the ,prcjence af u 
whale, names arc, hereunder. Mitten 

| and wha. have all figged our names 

| in. witneſs thereof in her . preſence. 

| din: cs proſenge of. each, other. 


8050 John r — to the 
King at Paris. 

| Verbecg jeweller rue St, Honore at 
4 P axis. . 

Arthaud ſegretary to the Ducheſs 8 of 


Row 
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_ CODICIL which I deſire may be 
_ annexed and looked upon and conſi- 
dered as making part of my laſt will 
aud teſtament and which I make in 
. manner, following viz. on a flip of 
paper annexed with a pin—l give to 
my Maitre d*Hotel Mr. John Pickin 
the ſum of five hundred pounds, 


E. KINGSTON WAR TH. 


4th Picce A 


N NOAA 


B 

C. Chudleigh Haynes ſon of the 
Reverend Mr. Haynes Curate of St. 
Mary's Church in. the ſaid town of 
Nottingham, 


D Strong eldeſt ſon of the 
Reverend Mr. Strong and of his 
wife Ann ſiſter of the late John Chud- 
leigh of Chalmingtoi 1 in the county 
of Dorſet, 


Evelyn Philip Meadows 
The 


5th Piece. 
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The enamel croſs with its ſtrin Fi 
Not to forget to ſend to Chudleigh 
at Peterſburg the caſe of China. 


On the back is written -, 


Alphabetical Table containing the 
Letters and the Names to which they 
tefet. 


When her Grace (ber Highneſs) 
wiſhes to fill up the blanks conform- 
able to the letters, ſhe will then 
pleaſe to write the names againſt the 
letters, which will afterwards ſerve 
her to find thoſe ſhe wiſhes to put 
in the ſaid blanks: 


MODEL of copia. 
I defire that a codicil may. be an- 


nexed and taken. and regarded and 
making part of my laſt will and teſta- 
ment, and I make it in manner fol- 
lowing, viz. 


I give to John Barnard of Pall 


Mall London Eſq. my diamond ring 
which I had given by my will to Mr. 
Alexander Roſs, who is fince dead. 


E. KINGSTON WARTH, 
this iſt January, 1787. 
| I give 


6 J 


I give to Mrs La Tous Y 


dhe pearl ear - rings and nec which 
| T uſually wear. 


E. KINGSTON WARTH 
the 1oth May 1787. 


I give to Mrs. Johnſon of Chud- 
leigh in the county of Devon one 
thouſand pounds, 


E. KINGSTON WARTH 
the 21ſt Auguſt 1787. 


I defire to be buried in the follow- 
ing manner, viz. to be embalmed, 
and if I die in Ruſſia, I moſt humbly 
beſeech her Imperial Majeſty to per- 
mit that I may be privately buried 
inſuch place and in ſuch manner as it 
ſhall pleaſe her Majeſty to order, wiſh- 
ing and defiring that it may be in the 
fame province where ſhe herſelf may 
will my body to repoſe, when my 
heart has been with her this long time, 
but if I ſhould die near England I de- 
| fire that my body be tranſported with- 
out pomp and buried in the Church 
of Chudleigb, where I will that a 

-— "i handſome 


1 00 ⁰—c 
»- dfome.. moffument be made and 
IN ech. for Which purpoſe I order 
my teftamentary executors to lay out 
Da ce ſum of five hundred pounds. 
11 the plate and the other effeds 
given to Mr. and Mrs. Charles Mea- 
dos as heirs ſhall appear and be de- 
4 Jivered entirely 1 defire Mr. Meadows 
to pay 100l. to Mr. Superieur, her 
3 cher Highneſs) has a legacy to 
N inſert for Mr. Pickin. 


. ATTE STATION to add to the 
Codicil in caſe t] there ſhould be a gift 


« of land. 


0 This Codicil was ſigned publiſhed 
and declared by the teſtatrix her 
Grace (her Highneſs) the Ducheſs of 
EKiogſton in preſence of us who in her 
8 preſence and in the preſence of each 
bother have ſigned our names as wit⸗ 
gheſſes atteſting the ſame. 


cLAUSE of REVOCATION 


A and B having behaved eſſentially 


1 ill to me, I revoke the legacies which | 
9 — I gave 


=. 8 


I gave the by my wiß 


Cm } 


and I 3 

and transfer thoſe legacies (or ſuch as 
your Grace (your 1 wav pleaſes 

to grant) to C and D., 


Quake back inen, 
MODEL of CODICIL. 


N. B. The whole of the gifts by 
codicil ought to be written in her 
Grace's (her Highnef(s's)- own hand 
and not by any other perſon and like- 
wiſe the orders, ſuch as thoſe of her 


funeral, if it ſhall be her;Grace's in- 


tention that they be inſerted in the 
codicil, they ought to Ye ſo done with 
her own hand, : 

If her Grace (her Highneſs) ſhall 
make a. ſpecific legaey, as of a ring 
 breaſt-knot or any other of her per- 
ſonal effects, or of a ſum of money, 
if it be written with her own hand 
there is no need of witneſſes, if any 
other perſon writes the legacy her 
Grace will fign it and there muſt be 

two witneſſes. 


Z 2 3 | If 
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If the gives any land there muſt be 
three witneſſes, and the atteſtation 


muſt be couched in the terms of the 
above model. 


6th Piece. Teuer to Mr. John Chicheſter * 


Sin 


IT is now ſeveral years ſince I had 
the honor to ſee you at the time of 
your voyage to Italy I was in hopes 

of having that pleaſure again as be- 
ing ſo near when you was at Calais 
Let me have the pleiſure of ſeeing 
you at Calais if your affairs will per- 
mit or at Paris where I now am— 
Mr. Weriam whom I have ſeen at 
Paris has giveu me the moſt agree- 
able news of your health. Is your 
ſon alive? and in what part of the 
world? I ſhould feel a great pleaſure 
in meeting with him to ſhew all the 
regard due to him as your ſon. If 
you determine to do me the honor to 
come and ſee me at Calais, 'tis a long 
way be land and ſhort by ſea by mak · 
ing the Streights ; if you make the 
journey by land, I wiſh you would 
ſend for our couſins the fiſters of the 

late 


131 
late John Chudlegh to Chalmington 
- near Dorcheſter and ſpeak to them 
there are two of them who live in 
that county in a ſmall retreat, the ſe - 
cond has inherited a legacy of 20,0001, 
left her by à relation ſhe lives in tran- 
quillity in that ancient family ſeat, 
where ſhe takes a pleaſure in,cducat- 
ing the children of her deceaſed ſiſter 
who married Haynes a clergyman to 
whom I have given benefices amount- 
ing to 6 or-y7ool, per annum, and 
who has fince been married to a Miſs 
Tempeſt who has had a brother dead 
lately—This event has cauſed a large 
inheritance to fall to the children of 
the ſecond marriage ; added to the 
defire of ſeeing you is that of ſpeak- 
ing with you on family affairs as like» 
wife with Mr. Prideaux, whom 1 
don't know where to ſeek for, 


Sketch of the letter to the Pope 


* A moſt curious interlineation in a will! It is a pity, 
chat her Grace (ber Highne/3) had not filled up this . Stetch 
r 
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Dr! 


0 Copy ob the Tranſlations made by 


:{ 0.. execution: of an ardinance of the 
' .*:26th Auguſt laſt, by us: collated on 
>- requeſt as ſet forth in our ordinance 
of tze th Sept. inſt. abd found con- 
formable to the originals of the ſaid 
tranſlations at Paris in our Hotel this 
v ee I 1 


Ss (Signed) 
5 ANGRAND, with PARADHE. 


GS CS & 


The Hors Sar of the ſaid teſtament co- 


| dicils and their.cavers in the Engliſh lan- 


guage after having been unſealed by Monſ. 
Denis Francois Angrand D'Alleray Knight 
Count de Maillis Lord of Bazoches Conde 


St. Libiere and qther. places Lord Patron 


_ of Vangizard les Paris King's Counſellors 


kl 


in his Councils Honorary in his Court of 
Parliament ancient Attorney General of his 


Majeſty in his great Council Lieutenant 


Civil of the City Viſcountry and Provoſt- 
hip of Paris and Counſellor of State in 
his Hotel, and a copy of the tranflation 


.- + » which was made thereof by the faid Mr. 


Hainj King's Interpreter in the Hotel abd 
by virtue of the ordinance of the ſaid Lieu- | 
tenant “ 
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tenant Civil the whole compoſing ſeven 
pieces with the tranſlation of the Engliſh 
papers were committed by' the ſaid Lieu- 
tehant Civil tothe Taid Mr. Rouentone of 
the King's Counſellors Notary at the Cha- 


vor: talet of Paris here;aunderfigned actoridihg 
to the verbal proceſs. of the opening tradt- 


lation and commiſſion of the ſaid te ſtament 

— codicils the letters bearing date the com- 
- mencement of the '26th of Auguſt 2788 
the day of the death of the Ducheſs of 


K .iypgſton and. cloſed the gth of this pre- 


ſent month of Septembet The ſaid teſta- 
ment codicils and letters comptrolled and 


examined at Paris by Lezan this .13th of 


f 


the ſaid month of September, of the ſaid 
' year 1788 all remsiging in the R 
of the ſaid Mr. Nn Noetery. 


7 * I 7130 
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| EXPLANATION of the WILL. 
- THAT ſo i 8 — piece uu be de now. 
_ offered to the public, ſhould ever have been ex- 
xcuted in the preſent form, muſt appear matter 
of aſtoniſhment to every reader uho conſidereth, 
that in France, as in England, there is an eſtab- 
liſhed uſage, the conformity to which, eau alone 
give validity to a teſtament. The ſurprize will 
g on an n waren er, nn. 


Tas fk Eoglih bandes were ſpe- 
cally commiſſioned. to repair to Paris, for the 
purpoſe! of rating the inflrufions of the Ducheſs . 
of Kingſton, relative to the teſtamentary diſpo- 
ſal of her property. The compliment allowed 
them was two hundred pounds each. On their 
artiyal at Paris, that which might have been 
done in one month, was prolonged to three, the 
buſineſs being occaſionally, and by ſtarts, en- 
tered into. As far as an Engliſh will would 
operate, the gentlemen were perfectly compe- 
tent to the taſk aſſigned them; but, there was 
French uſage to be conſidered ; for, the Ducheſs 
had been denizened as a Freachwoman, by let- 

| ters 
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ters patent ſo recognizing her, Some aſſiſtance 
was therefore called in, and that not of the 
ableſt kind. Such, however, as it was, the 
Ducheſs accepted it 3 and, the different direc- 
tions given her Grace, as to the mode of her 
deviſing perſonal, or landed property, were 
laid down by the French adviſers. That they 
were ignoble characters, is moſt evident, from 
the fulſome ſtrain of compliment to which they 
have deſcended. To give a lady, who was 
merely a Ducheſs by curieh, the title of 
„ HIGHNESS,” evinced a degradation of 
ſpirit, equal to any ſubſervient crouching. The 
Engliſh affiſtants ſupplied, as before ſuggeſted, 
the autline of à will, conformable to Engliſh 
law. The blanks were left to be filled up, by 
the Ducheſs, at a future period; and the ſeve- 
ral initials were ſo many helps to her memory. 
The concluding parts of this will, as it hath 
been called, are memorandums of ſamething to 
be done, preparatory to the execution of a will 
in every reſpect legal; and, that ſuch a will 
was in contemplation, is evident, from Mr. 
Beardſworth having been employed to attend 
the return of the Ducheſs to Calais, where ſhe 
was to have executed a regular teſtament. He 
did attend, in expectation of her arrival, until 
he reccived the advice of her death, Had ſhe 
Aa lived, 


. 
— ae 
—— ——_ —_—_ — 
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lived, à French, à Ruffan, end as Wi 
will, would have been completed. Dying as 
ſhe did, an Ang/o-Franco teſtament appears, like 
a common place book, or the repoſitory of ro- 
veries, to diſplay her wWhimſicality to the gerne 
under her proper ſguatufe. | 


FINIS 


